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The Bonnyman Gazette is the official 

newsletter of the Lt. Alexander Bonny-

man Detachment #924 Marine Corps 

League, PO Box 53293, Knoxville, TN 

37950.  Articles and photos are due to 

the Editor no later than the 15th of 

each month.  The Editor is Jeff Tegzes, 

tntegzes@gmail.com, (865) 809-1585. 

Detachment & Auxiliary Meetings 

We meet monthly on the last Tues-

day of the month at the Navy Oper-

ational Support Center / Marine 

Corps Reserve Center, 2101 Alcoa 

Hwy (Rt 129) Knoxville, TN 37920.  

Social hour begins at 1730 followed 

by a business meeting at 1830. 

Detachment Officers 

Commandant 

Tim Eichhorn (865) 368-6559 

Junior Past Commandant 

Jim Williams (865) 740-4155 

Senior Vice Commandant 

Travis Bryan (704) 363-4395 

To Junior Vice Commandant 

Sam Ruble (865) 850-1326 

Adjutant 

Eric Nash (865) 693-5711 

Paymaster 

Lee Rhinemiller (865) 414-3460 

Chaplain 

Pearl Rich (865) 306-6744 

Judge Advocate 

David Cates (865) 548-4088 

Sergeant-at-Arms 

Stony Saathoff (865) 556-6524 

Web Sergeant: mclknoxville.org 

Tim Shea 

Detachment Quartermaster 

Larry George (865) 789-6535 

THE BONNYMAN GAZETTE 

COMMANDANT’S CORNER 

Marines of the Lt Alexander Bonnyman Detachment, 

Thanks so much for your continued support and movement toward our goals 

as Marines.   

Sometimes it helps to remember why we do what we do.  From MCL National:   

“Members of the MCL join in camaraderie and fellowship for the purpose of 

preserving traditions, promoting the interests of the USMC banding together 

those who are now serving the Corps and those who have been honorably 

discharged from that service.  Effectively promote the ideals of American free-

dom and democracy.  Voluntarily aid and render assistance to all Marines, 

FMF Corpsman, FMF Chaplains and the same former members, their widows 

and orphans; and to perpetuate the history of the USMC and by fitting acts to 

observe the anniversaries of historical occasions of particular interest to Ma-

rines.”   

There is no lack of place for each of us to serve.  Your willingness to serve is 

appreciated—look through this edition and every month of the Gazette and the 

constantly updated www.mclknoxville.org website to see where you can lend a 

hand on the rope.   

Semper Fidelis, 

Tim Eichhorn, Commandant 

Our Detachment hosted the 37th Annual Department of Tennessee 

convention at the Airport Hilton in Alcoa during June.  League members 

from across the state gathered to discuss Department business, re-

ceive briefs and present awards at the convention banquet.  Congratu-

lations to the League and Auxiliary members who worked long hours to 

insure a successful convention 

BONNYMAN DETACHMENT HOSTS DEPARTMENT  

CONVENTION IN JUNE 
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100 YEARS AGO: 

MARINES IN THE GREAT WAR 

July 1918:  By 10 July, the 2nd Division was finally 

relieved in and around Belleau Wood by the U.S. 

26th Division.  The 2nd Division had been returned 

to AEF control and was incorporated into the 1st 

Army Corps.  The Marine Brigade, now command-

ed by Brigadier General Neville, USMC, was locat-

ed in a reserve area near the Marne River.  On 16 

July, the 2nd Division was again detached from the 

AEF to provide much needed combat power for a 

French attack on the German salient south of Sois-

sons.  The new orders resulted in a very hasty 

night move by truck north to a wooded staging ar-

ea and a brutal forced march in pouring rain on the 

night of 17/18 July.  The 5th Marines were to lead 

the attack in the morning east toward the Soissons

-Chateau Thierry Road with 6th Marines in trace.  

5th Marines arrived at the line of departure literally 

on the run, just as the attack began, with no ma-

chineguns in support.  Starving and exhausted 

from the march, 5th Marines furiously attacked the 

German positions supported by French tanks.  In 

spite of some confusion over brigade and division 

boundaries, the attack was a stunning success 

with the usual heavy losses.  6th Marines took over 

on 19 July and continued the attack east with simi-

lar success, although with heavier losses due to 

stiffening German resistance.  After Soissons, the 

2nd Division was in much need of rest and rebuild-

ing and was moved to a quiet sector around Nan-

cy.  Major General John A. Lejeune succeeded 

Major General Harbord as Commanding General 

of the 2nd Division.   

“The fighting 

in the woods 

at Soissons 

was close 

and savage.” 

John W. 

Thomason, 

5th Marines 

Watch for early voting in your area 

in July! 

Larry George represented the Marine Corps as a 

Marshall during the Farragut 4th of July Parade. 

Dale Hatfield transferred to our detachment at the 

June meeting.  Dale is a Past Commandant of the 

Clarksville Detachment, #603.  Welcome aboard! 
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MCL AUXILIARY 

 

July marks the 22nd anniversary 

of the Bonnyman Auxiliary Unit.  

Our unit continues to support 

the Detachment and provide 

leadership in the Department of 

Tennessee.  We will celebrate with cake at the July 

31st meeting.   

Congratulations on a successful convention for the 

Department of Tennessee!  Thank you for your sup-

port of the Hospitality Room and contributions to the 

Silent Auction.  New Departmental Officers for 2018

-2019 are: 

President: Deborah Evans 

Sr Vice Pres: Connie Sexton 

Jr Vice Pres: Charlene Cotton 

Judge Advocate: Susan Jones 

Ginger sends a reminder that annual dues of $28 

must be paid in August.  Please bring your payment 

to the July 31st meeting, so she may prepare the 

membership renewal report before she takes off to 

Florida for another graduation (Congratulations!). 

Lois Eddlemon has been hospitalized with heart 

problems.  In addition to Eric’s email updates about 

Lois, we will have report at the July meeting.   

Susan Jones is providing cookies for the August 

meeting. 

There’s a rumor that we may get a “cooling trend” in 

the last days of July.  Here’s to pleasant days and 

fair skies. 

 

 

Charlene Cotton, President 

ALL DUES FOR ANNUAL MEMBERS 

ARE DUE BY 1 AUGUST 2018 

CHAPLAIN’S REPORT 

. 

I have several items to report on our members who are 

going through some health issues.  It is so important for 

us to pray for and keep those who are ill in our thoughts 

each day.  Prayer is a very powerful way to ask for spe-

cial blessings on our brothers and sisters. 

While at the Conference in Pigeon Forge I received a 

call from Bill Turner.  He told me he would like to have 

some of our members call and keep in touch with him  .  

I spoke with Bill again on Monday evening before our 

Officers Meeting.  Several members told me they no 

longer had his phone number so I told him I would post it 

so that he could be reached.  Bill has been having some 

health issues so let’s all keep him in our prayers. 

I did have a chance to visit with Joe Eddlemon last week 

when I delivered the Gazette to the Ben Atchley Veter-

ans Home.  Joe looks great and is in good spirits.  We 

talked about his family and I commented on a family pic-

ture he had hanging on the wall in his room.  He indicat-

ed that he has had several visitors and always enjoys 

the company.  Joe is in the same room (209) as the last 

time I visited.  Let’s continue to pray for him and remem-

ber to send our blessings his way. 

At the Officers Meeting I passed around a card to be 

signed and sent to Gene Collins.  I ask that all of you 

continue praying for Gene and his family.  I encourage 

you to send a card to let him know we are keeping him 

and his family in our thoughts.  Cards mean so much to 

those who are ill and can be spiritually uplifting just 

knowing they are being thought of. 

I will be starting to make phone calls to all members as 

of this next week.  I would like to know how you are do-

ing and if you or anyone in our membership needs spe-

cial prayers or have other needs.  Again, I can always 

be reached by phone (865) 306-6744 or by e-mail at 

chaplain.924@gmail.com.   

God bless and keep you. 

 

Pearl Rich, Chaplain    
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  September Calendar 

Safety Break                                      1-2 

Jim Putman Rifle Match                        8 

Officers Meeting                                  10 

Marine Mud Run                                 15 

Detachment Meeting                           25 

 mclknoxville.org 

The Detachment Webmaster is Marine Tim Shea.  

mclknoxville.org is up and will be updated to post 

events or news. The Bonnyman Gazette will contin-

ue to be posted in color on the website.   

       August Calendar 

Officers Meeting                                  13 

Detachment Meeting                           28 

 

    

                SCRATCHES FROM THE CLAWS OF THE BARKING DOG   

Congratulations to PDD Bryan Hudgins, Tennessee Pack, Dog of the 

Year.  Bryan was honored at the Department Convention Banquet in June. 

The remaining 2018 Growl schedule is:  24 September and 3 December.  

All Growls will take place at Calhoun’s Restaurant in Bearden Hill.      

                                                                                     Barking Dog                                

         RED BLAZERS AVAILABLE 

Marine Corps League uniform 2 button red/

scarlet blazers are available at: 

            uniformalwearhouse.com  

Prices range from $69.95 to $79.95, de-

pending on size. This company offers good 

quality at reasonable prices.  Official MCL 

buttons can be purchased through the De-

tachment Quartermaster and installed by 

you or your tailor. 

      October Calendar 

Officers Meeting                             8 

Pistol Match                                        20 

Marine Corps Birthday Ball             27 

Detachment Meeting                          30 

            

MEMBERS NEEDED FOR THE HONOR GUARD 

The Detachment Honor Guard/Firing Detail is looking for new 

members to provide honors and salutes at memorial events and 

funerals.  Members must be able to handle the M1 Rifle (9.5 

pounds) and will need the League undress uniform (white SS 

shirt and Dress Blue trousers).  Expert training will be provided 

and no experience (other than Boot Camp) is necessary.  Con-

tact Marine Lee Rhinemiller for details. 

USMC SUPPORT OF MARINE FUNERALS 

Family members of deceased Marines can request military hon-

ors for a funeral through the following Headquarters Marine 

Corps hotline: (866) 826-3628 

Do not call Marine Reserve Centers directly!  They cannot pro-

vide honors without direction from Headquarters Marine Corps. 

     2018 RIFLE MATCH SCHEDULE 

Matches are held at the TRWA Range complex on 

Rifle Range Road, North Knoxville. Be at the main 

gate by 0700.  No one will be able to get in after 

0730.  The next match is the Jim Putman Memori-

al Rifle Match:  open match, any rifle with open 

sights, held on Saturday, September 8th, alternate 

date in case of rain is Saturday October 13th. 

Price of the matches will be $20.00. 

The TWRA Range will be open for practice on the 

second Tuesday of each Month. 

Semper Fi, Jim Williams 

     SAFETY BREAK SCHEDULE 

The Labor Day Safety Break will be 2 and 3 

September. Contact Howard Raines to fill 

an open slot for the Labor Day Break. 
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YOUNG MARINE REPORT by Kathy Winters                                      

The Lt Alexander Bonnyman Young Marines held our last Pistol Match at Camp Bonnyman on June 16th.  

See the League pictures in the photo album on the MCL Website.   Again thanks to our Adult Leaders and 

grandparents who helped us.  The Young Marines were able to hold a Rifle Practice after the match.  We 

have a pending Regimental competition in January 2019 at CMP in Anniston, Alabama.    

We had a regular drill in June so that a few of our Young Marines could be promoted.  They had already 

qualified and we just had not fit it into the schedule. Congratulations to all. We know they will do well at 

Leadership Schools this month.  Six of our Young Marines will complete Leadership Schools in July.   

Our Training Officer, Air Force Tech Sergeant Jon Crawford, is on Active Duty with the Tennessee Nation-

al Guard.  He has been deployed to the Middle East, parts unknown. We wish him well and pray for his 

safety.  He and his Young Marine family is looking forward to his possible return for Christmas.   

After a hectic May and June, the Adult Leaders decided we needed time off.  So we did not keep our usual 

busy schedule.  We also have many of our Young Marines going to Schools and other SPACES, as well 

as the Unit Commander being gone two weeks in July.  But we did manage to enjoy the Annual D Co, 

CEB Family Day Picnic.  We appreciate their ongoing support of the Lt. Alexander Bonnyman Young Ma-

rines. 

Larry Winters coaches Young Ma-

rine shooters at the Camp Bonny-

man Range. 
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