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Lt. Alexander Bonnyman Detachment #924 
Marine Corps League 

Minutes of Meeting of 27th February 2019 

Jim Williams, Commandant 

Time: Location: Karns Youth Center, Karns, TN.  
Presentation prior to the meeting: None. 
Call to order: Sr. Vice Commandant Bryan called the meeting to order at 18h30 and ordered 
Sgt-At-Arms Saathoff to Advance and Post the Colors, and to lead the membership in The 
Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America.  Chaplain Gordon led us in the 
opening prayer. Sr. Vice Commandant asked the Sgt-At-Arms to declare the meeting open for 
the transaction of official business. 

Adjutant called the Roll of Detachment Officers: 
Commandant: Jim Williams       Mid Winter Conf.  
Sr. Vice Commandant: Travis Bryan  Present  
Junior Vice Commandant: David Terwell  Present  
Judge Advocate: David Hatfield  Mid Winter Conf. 
Junior Past Commandant: Tim Eichhorn Present 
Adjutant: Eric P. Nash    Excused  
Paymaster:  Lee Rhinemiller     Present  
Chaplain: Gordon Adams   Present  
Sergeant-At-Arms: John “Stony Saathoff Present 
Web Sergeant: Tim Shea   Present 

Acting Officers: Commandant: Travis Bryan, Adjutant: Tim Shea. 
Commandant: Jim Williams at Mid Winter Conference in Fredericksburg Maryland with Judge 
Advocate David Hatfield and Brian Hudgens.  

Applications for membership:  
Robert Willis:  
Rhinemiller: A short story. Robert is not new. He sent his application to National. It took them 
three months to find it in their building. He is a member in good standing, and at the next 
meeting will get him sworn in at the next meeting. Welcome aboard.   

Vice Commandant Bryan proceeded to recognize dignitaries in attendance. Asking them to 
stand. 

1) Vice Commandant Bryan: We are in a new location tonight. And a new time, just for his 
month only. We have quite a bit to cover tonight. So, I want to thank you all for coming out 
and braving this beautiful weather. I’m going to hand this over to Lee (Rhinemiller). Because 
Lee has a lot of information that he needs to pass. Then will do the other reports that we 
have.       
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2) Rhinemiller: Several of you I’m sure don’t know why we are here tonight. I’ll give you just a 
short synopsis. The why we’re here, and those that know bear with me. 
a) The Navy came down with some new regs, for security. And unfortunately put us in kind 

of a bad spot. Parking, getting in and out of the building, and the restrictions were 
probably greater than we thought they were at first. So ultimately, we had to find a 
place. We left that area back there with some good friends. We’re going to remain good 
friends with them. Delta Company did not kick us out by any means. And the local Navy 
did not kick us out. The Navy did. But we left in good faith. And we are out of there.  
i) We looked about 10 or 12 locations. About 2/3 of those locations said we can’t do it.  
ii) The rest did not have storage. Did not have space.  
iii) So, this was our best bet. It rents foe $100.00 a night. They said you are veterans, so 

it’s free. So, by the next officer meeting, I’m going to suggest we give them a 
donation. They bent over backwards [for us]. They canceled all their reservation for 
the last Tuesdays of the month so we could have it. We got twenty tables and a 
hundred chairs. We don’t have to leave at 8h30. There is no duty officer who needs 
to get home. It’s a little out of the way for some. I told somebody I drove a long way 
for fifteen years. It somebody else’s turn to drive. I live 2 miles from here.  

iv) I’d like to hear some comments.  
(1) Frank Waller: I want to thank you and the other guys that found this place. And 

the work that you’ve put into it. Things could be a whole lot worse.  
(2) Rhinemiller: The guy that did the most work was Jeff (Tegzes). He hauled all the 

old stuff out for us.  
(3) George Sexton: We have our own private place to meet and take care of things.  
(4) Frank Waller: I wish we had a place where we could have things on display. Like 

we had the display case. But I don’t see us able to do that here. Rhinemiller: We 
can’t do that here.  

v) We do have a locked store room here. We are going to go out and find a cabinet. But 
everything we found has horizontal shelves. We’re going to modify that to make a 
tall partition to hold the flags, and the tall stuff. It will be in a locked room. We got 
use of the kitchen and the restrooms. For the Ladies’ were going to go out and get 
some portable partitions. So, we can help with the sound over there. Can you hear 
us? (To the Ladies in the corner of the room). Yes. One advantage is we have a 
ceiling. And that’s going to help the acoustics. The other thing is I found a karaoke 
mike. It’s a mike with an amplifier that projects your voice to the level you want. 
And were going to get a couple of those. People have questions. They can take a 
mike and we don’t have to repeat it. And we don’t have to take a big sound system 
with us. And they sell for about $40.00 bucks apiece. So, will be getting that and our 
storage cabinet, before the next meeting. And as Travis pointed out, this is the only 
Wednesday meeting will have. Next meeting will go back to last Tuesday of the 
month. 

vi) Parking: try to park in that first lot as you come in. If it fills up, we can go back here 
(the big parking lot). In the summertime when there are ball games and stuff that lot 
is going to be full. Try to park as close as you can… so most cars can get in. 
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vii) We need to do a couple of things house cleaning wise when we get through. Hang 
around and help out. There are dust mops, and chairs and tables need to be put 
away. Last thing, they ask that the trash goes out in the big dumpsters. 

b)  Tim, I finally located the guys from the airfield (radio control) and got them their check.  
And I am still one penny off with the bank.  

• The detailed breakdown of the report of the paymaster is on file with the official 
copy of the minutes and available upon request by members in good standing. 

c) Guys have been asking me about the handouts. We have a tri-fold; we have a window 
[windshield] card, and business cards. I hesitated to get these reordered until after we 
talked about it tonight. To see if anyone had a real objection to meeting here. These are 
pretty fancy.  
i) This tri-fold cost $1.25 apiece. We may put it on some cheaper paper. 
ii) We’re going to get the windshield card back. We’ve had good luck with that. 
iii) And hopefully by the next meeting will have some business cards with the current 

address on it. 
d) It’s getting budget time. We’ve had two years with the line item budget. We’ve learned 

a little about it. It’s time that we reassemble and reorganize. Put them in different 
categories. And this year our Commandant is assigning officers and members to each 
category.  
i) i.e.: On the income side, I am responsible for the administrative income. Tim 

(Eichhorn) has the Mud Run. Howard (Raines) has the Safety Breaks. Larry (George) 
has the Quartermaster income. Travis (Bryan) has assumed responsibility for special 
events this year. And the Range events are split between Jay (Holmes) and Jim 
Williams.  

ii) On the expense side. Jim Williams has the Commandant’s expense. Chaplain’s 
expense - Gordon (Adams) were going to have to work on yours. We’re moving 
some stuff into your budget. Contributions to others, I’ll look after that one. Tim has 
got the Mud Run expense. Special events: Brian has got both income and expense.  

iii) We need someone to volunteer to look into the Fallen Marine Committee. We failed 
a little bit to keep up with the Fallen Marine Program these past few years. And we 
need to get some teeth back into that committee.  

iv) The Honor Guard Committee. David (Hatfield) and I have co-chaired that for many 
years. David is going to continue. I am not. So, we need someone to take over as a 
co-chairman. What that involves is getting the guys out to events.  

v) JROTC Committee, we need a Chairman for that. 
vi) Newsletter - we shouldn’t even call it that. We should call it Jeff’s Letter. He’s going 

to continue that.  
vii) So, we need three volunteers. And if you want to do it give me your name.  

e) Couple of things coming up. We have the Department Convention in Murfreesboro (TN) 
its 30th May to 2nd June. The LCpl Andrew P. Carpenter Det #1286 is putting it on. For 
those who do not recognize the name it is the Mule Town Det. I have registration and 
will have an ad in the Convention Book. I think Jeff is working on the art work for that. 
And we qualify for ten delegates. If you’re interested in going to convention as a 
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delegate let me know. The Detachment down there last time put on a real good 
conference. 

f) The Tennessee Department Spring Conference is 6th April in Smyrna (TN). If you want to 
know what goes on in the Marine Corps League, that’s a great place to learn. You get 
reports from all the Conferences.  The Department Commandant will tell you what’s 
going on. And it will bring you up to speed on what’s going on across the State. If you 
can plan on that one. It starts about 11h00 in the morning. Usually out of there by 
17h00.  

g) The Dine In this year is $15.00 a head.  It’s at the Bearden Banquet Hall. Friday, 12th 
April.  Travis has the sign-up sheet. Last year the food was outstanding. Nowhere else 
are you going to get steak and shrimp for 15 bucks. Same menu this year.  

h) Coming up is the Medal of Honor Dinner Monday 6th May. If you are interested see Tim 
(Eichhorn). Sign up with Tim and give me the money. Eichhorn: The honoree that East 
Tennessee Veterans Memorial Association (ETVMA) will be honoring that night is Elbert 
Kinser. As you know the Greenville Det. is the Kinser Detachment.  For those of you with 
Okinawa background know Camp Kinser. Sgt Kinser was a posthumous recipient of the 
Medal of Honor, in the battle of Okinawa In May of 1945.  

i) I have registration forms for the Department Convention if you are interested. I’ve got 
directions and information on the meeting at Smyrna.  

j) Two things that are kind of new on budgeting. One for income and one for expense. On 
the income side I am accustomed to getting money in a paper bag and counting it. It’s 
not going to happen anymore. If you have money to turn in to me. Fill out a form or 
keep the money. I am not doing it anymore. I am not spending 45 minutes in the bank 
straightening out a wad of bills. You’re going to count it. Starting with Howard on the 
Safety Break. I will recount it. The same with expenses. One of these days we are going 
to face an audit and we need a paper trail. I am going to ask for an audit here pretty 
soon. That’s the first step towards retirement. I have been retired 31 years 2 months 
and some days, and I haven’t quite yet but I am going to. Give you fair warning.  

k) Dues: We have one H… of a problem in Tennessee coming up on 1st September. There is 
no way I am going to be able to handle this Detachment plus all 16 Detachments across 
this state. And Nationals not even going to come close. It’s going to be a nightmare if we 
don’t start the dues flow right now. We have 15 people who are going to be dropped in 
September, for lack of paying dues. The rest of you are OK. So, start getting the 
paperwork flowing PAY YOUR DUES EARLY. We have three members of our Detachment 
who are paid through 2020. This is typical of what happens at National. They come up 
with all these good ideas but they do not think them through.  David will be keeping up 
with that.  

l) We have a Devil Dog meeting at Calhoun’s in Bearden, Monday night. 
m) We recently made a donation to the MCL Dept of North Carolina. We got a letter back 

just today from the Department Commandant telling what all the money went for. We 
were one of the largest contributors from across the whole country. They really had a 
mess. He refers to a Cpl and his wife four foot of water in their appt. They were able to 
put a down payment on a new appt.  
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n) Paymaster called for a motion to accept the financials for January. Leroy Brown: I make 
a motion to accept the financials for January. 2nd On the back row. Discussion? No. 
Passed by voice vote. 

3) Bryan: Make sure you do have those forms when you do turn stuff in. Probably next month 
we will come back with what we need for committees. So, we can all spread the work out.  

4) Rhinemiller: One other thing. We are working with a group in Crossville. If you want to see a 
bunch of hungry Marines that are trying to start a Detachment. The first day they put the 
word out they had 30 Marines show up as Charter members. I spent a day last week with 
them over there. They have a list of 150 volunteers who put their name on a list over there. 
We got to get ourselves going or Bonnyman won’t be the biggest Detachment in the state 
anymore. You go through that community over there and there are Marine Corps flags 
everywhere you look.  

5) Minutes of previous meeting: Adjutant is not here. They are posted on the web. Any 
changes? No. Motion to accept the minutes? Ray Odell: Motion to accept the minutes. 2nd 
George Sexton. Passed by voice vote.  
a) Any corrections? No. 
b) Accepted as read. 
c) Motions to accept are only necessary if corrections are made, then the motion is to 

accept the minutes with corrections. 
6) Chaplain Gordon Adams: We had two Marines Gene Collins and Bud Madden ages 75 and 

77 respectfully. I’m like that, I’m 77, they reached their end of watch. That’s too early. And I 
sent sympathy cards on behalf of the Detachment, to their families. I made some other calls 
to other members. Frank Waller and Clayton Farrar. I don’t know him. Rhinemiller: Clayton 
is in his 90’s. We have not seen him since the air show, a few years ago. 

7)  Web Sgt: Tim Shea. We had the expense voucher posted to the web. The directions to this 
place.  

8) Sgt at Arms Stony Saathoff. No Report. 
9) Judge advocate is at the (National Mid Winter) Conference. 
10) Sr. Vice Commandant: I will be here after the meeting to take money for the Dine-In. It will 

be 12th April. I will also be doing that next meeting.  
11) NEW Buisness: 

a) Larry Montoya: I have been a member here and have been laid up. Last time I was here 
was March of last year. I had some names. The only one I could get was Eric (Nash) and I 
hurt my knee and I was going to let them know I could not make the meeting. When 
you’re in the Marines you let the Officers know. I had a sponsor at one time. One time I 
called him and, Sorry” so. I think from now on if you volunteer to sponsor a Marine in 
this group. A fantastic group. And I have had fantastic support from our Chaplain Pearl 
Rich. She was there when I had health problems and when the canopy blew off my 
house. The thing I want is when someone sponsors you. I belong to AA been sober for 
43 years. When you have a problem you call your sponsor. I think that should be the 
rule here. I know my sponsor signed on my application here. I should be able to call my 
sponsor, and tell them I’m having a problem right now. That’s what I’m hoping can be 
done. If there is any way that rule can be made. Thank you.  
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i) Rhinemiller: Larry thank you. That will be brought up at the officers meeting. I think 
we should expand it to not just a sponsor but a buddy.  

ii) F. Waller: I don’t know if anyone knows it but Larry was on Thursday Veterans a 
while back on WBIR. He did a really good presentation on there. 

iii) Tim Shea: I would like to point out that both the Web Site and the Bonnyman 
Gazette have contacts for the Officers. If you have a problem, until we can get that 
ironed out, e-mail addresses and phone numbers. Gordon is there as Chaplain.  

iv) If you have tech issues, E-mail call me.  
12) Good of the League:  

a) How about Col. Joe (Edelman)? Rhinemiller: He about status quo. But watch out if you 
go to shake hands with him. Waller: Take your rings off.   

b) Eichhorn: When I was Commandant I always tried to tie today’s Marines to us. Scott 
Bailey where is your son now. Bailey: He is in Hawaii. Still a grunt. Went in the Marine 
Corps three and half years ago. Been in Okinawa a couple of times and South Korea. 
0311. When he joined the Marine Corps I gave him three rules. Don’t buy a cam coder. 
Don’t get married. Not in your first four years in the Marine Corps. And whatever you do 
don’t get anybody pregnant. So I should of known better he broke all three rules. Right 
now he's looking at terminal leave. He and his wife are ready to leave Hawaii. They’re 
tired of the expense. Q: What regiment is he with? A: He is with the Island Warriors. 2/3,  
3rd Marines. K-bay Hawaii.  

c) Larry Montoya: Told a Sea Story. 
End of Meeting: Sgt-At-Arms Saathoff retired the colors. Chaplain Adams led us in the closing 
prayer. Jr. Vice Commandant read the challenge to recruit. Sr. Vice Commandant Bryan 
adjourned the meeting at 19h20. 

The meeting minutes were transcribed from a recording by the Adjutant. 
Respectfully Submitted, 

 

Eric P. Nash 
Detachment Adjutant 


