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The Bonnyman Gazette is the official 

newsletter of the Lt. Alexander Bonny-

man Detachment #924 Marine Corps 

League, PO Box 53293, Knoxville, TN 

37950.  Articles and photos are due to 

the Editor no later than the 15th of 

each month.  The Editor is Jeff Tegzes, 

tntegzes@gmail.com, (865) 809-1585. 

Detachment & Auxiliary Meetings 

We meet monthly on the last Tues-

day of the month at the Karns Com-

munity Club Youth Center, 6616 

Beaver Ridge Road, Karns, TN.  

Social hour begins at 1730 followed 

by a business meeting at 1830. 

Detachment Officers 

Commandant 

Jim Williams (865) 740-4155 

Junior Past Commandant 

Tim Eichhorn (865) 368-6559 

Senior Vice Commandant 

Travis Bryan (704) 363-4395 

To Junior Vice Commandant 

David Terwell (970) 531-8173 

Adjutant 

Eric Nash (865) 693-5711 

Paymaster 

Lee Rhinemiller (865) 414-3460 

Chaplain 

Gordon Adams (865) 310-1211  

Judge Advocate 

David Hatfield (865) 577-7303 

Sergeant-at-Arms 

Stony Saathoff (865) 556-6524 

Web Sergeant: mclknoxville.org 

Tim Shea (865) 408-7900 

Detachment Quartermaster 

Larry George (865) 789-6535 

Ladies Auxiliary President 

Charlene Cotton 
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COMMANDANT’S CORNER 

Marines,  

Well, Mud Run is done and in the books for 2019. I would like to thank 

Tim, Dave, Jeff and every Marine who dug in and built, ran and helped 

the Mud Run be a Great Success. I really can't say much for myself 

since I was sick for the whole thing but you volunteers really got togeth-

er and got it done. My thanks to everyone, JOB WELL DONE. It will 

take a little while for the final financial report, but I'm sure this year will 

be one of our most successful Mud Runs ever. 

We still have a lot to do before the end of the Year.  The Marine Corps 

League Birthday Dinner is on November 1st.  If you haven't got your 

name on the list to attend, please do so and get your $20.00 to Lee on 

or before the 1st of November. Money will be collected at the door but 

we would rather have it before the 1st.   

As of right now, we still have 6 seats available for the Veterans Day 

Lunch which is on the 8th of November. Get your name and $30.00 to 

me at the October meeting. 

There are several other items we will discuss at the October meeting so 

please come. 

Again, thanks for a GREAT JOB at the Mud Run!! 

 

Jim Williams, Commandant 

VOLUNTEER ENERGY AND ORGANIZATION 

MAKES FOR A SUCCESSFUL 2019 MUD RUN 

A huge number of Detachment Members, Auxiliary, Young Marines, D 

Company Reservists and others put in many hours of work before, dur-

ing and after the race to make the 2019 Mud Run a spectacular suc-

cess.  Over 1200 runners were treated to a challenging course and a 

well organized and safe event.  GREAT JOB ALL!  
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CHAPLAIN’S CORNER 

Greetings Marines! 

What a privilege it is for me each month to say something to each of you as your Chaplain. My assistant 

and I were privileged to visit a USMC veteran in need. We spent a lot of time listening to his story and af-

firming his contribution to the Corps.  

Glen Barry Evans and Andrew Littlefield (Stones River Detachment) are in need of our prayers this month 

for various health needs. Remember them. 

I am currently teaching on this verse: 

                                                            For Ezra had prepared his heart 

                                                            To seek the Law of the Lord, and 

                                                            To do it, and to teach statutes and 

                                                            Ordinances in Israel.    (Ezra 7:10) 

In the Marine Corps League, we cherish the Bible, opening it and closing it with prayer at each meeting. 

Notice four things: 

He PREPARED…. That is a stone-cold fact in our beloved Corps. 

To SEEK…. We are always seeking what is right, and how to serve others 

To DO IT…. We are on it! Immediately! Hand salute. 

To TEACH…. That is the duty of every Marine: share what you know for the benefit of others. 

We are a “Band of Brothers” on an on-going mission. We are patriots. God/Country/Family. The few, the 

proud, the chosen. That spirit of camaraderie unites us to do good for all of humanity. Our many projects 

give visual testimony to our vitality and concern for our community.  Let us press on doing good and doing 

what is right. It feels good, doesn’t it? Whenever we take our focus off ourselves and look 

at others and their struggles, and then decide to jump in, it infuses us with energy. Keep 

pressing on. 

On the journey with you, 

Chaplain Gordon Adams 

chaplaingordonMCL@gmail.com  Cell: 865.310.1211  

            EXHAUSTED MUD RUN TEAM COMPETITORS KID’S RUN WARRIORS 
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MCL AUXILIARY 

 

Greetings, Ladies. 

We are entering the season of 

celebrations!   

At the October 29 meeting, we 

will celebrate the 60th Young Marine Birthday.  

Bonnyman Young Marines will provide cake and 

beverages. 

Friday, Nov 1:  the Bonnyman Detachment will mark 

the US Marine Corps Birthday with dinner at 

Bearden Banquet Hall.  Social hour commences at 

5:45. Reservations are due Oct 29. 

The Veterans Day Parade is on Monday, Nov 11.  

As much as we need rain, pray for sunshine on pa-

rade day. 

November 18, 2 pm. Bonnyman MCL will host a 

Marine Corps Birthday party at Ben Atchley Veter-

ans Home.  

Saturday, Dec 7:   the Christmas Breakfast and 

Toys for Tots collection at Bearden Banquet Hall. 

Start shopping for toys and avoid the Christmas 

rush. 

Saturday, Dec 14:  Wreaths Across America.  Vol-

unteers will distribute wreaths at Veteran Cemeter-

ies across Knox County.  Wreaths are $15 and all 

donations must be in by Nov. 30. 

On the business side, Patty will report on the VAVS 

meeting Oct 16 at Mountain Home.   The Depart-

ment of Tennessee Fall Conference is Monday, Oct 

21. 

Sick call:  Charlotte is improving as she adjusts to 

new meds.  Kathy’s rehab from knee surgery hit a 

detour when she developed a nasty gallbladder.  

Surgery was successful, and she is eager to get up 

and running. 

 

See you on Oct 29th. 

Charlene Cotton, President 

 

 

The first Gene Collins Memorial Rifle Match was held at 

TRWA rifle range on the 12th of October. 8 shooters, 

including 5 MCL members competed. 1st Place over all 

and match winner was David Fugate 286, 1st place ex-

pert was Carlos Reyes 265, 2nd place sharpshooter 

was Tim Shea 240, 3rd place was Bob Brown 205 and 

yours truly brought up the rear with a score that doesn't 

need to be said. My thanks to the Bonnyman Young Ma-

rines who did a GREAT JOB on short notice and for the 

first time ever pulling targets with no problems. Daniel 

Guy who runs the range was also very impressed. 

                                                                     Jim Williams 

Heavy construction equipment was essential in 

building of the Mud Run course.  David Hatfield 

donated and operated his Bobcat during construc-

tion week.  Rick Freetage donated the use of his 

tractor for the week.  Stowers Rents of Knoxville 

also donated the use of a heavy tractor/loader and 

ground auger.  Both tractors were expertly operat-

ed by Howard Raines (aka Tunnel Rat).  
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   December Calendar 

Devil Dog Growl                             2 

Christmas Breakfast                       7 

Officers Meeting                             9     

No Detachment Meeting this 

month 

 mclknoxville.org 

The Detachment Webmaster is Marine Tim Shea.  

mclknoxville.org is up and will be updated to post 

events or news. The Bonnyman Gazette will contin-

ue to be posted in color on the website.   

    November Calendar 

Detachment Birthday Dinner              1 

Veterans day Luncheon                     8 

D Company, 4th CEB Birthday Ball   9 

Veteran’s Day Parade                      11 

Officers Meeting                               12 

SCRATCHES FROM THE CLAWS OF THE BARKING  DOG   

The last Pound Growl for 2019 is on 2 December.   Growls 

will no longer take place at Calhoun’s Restaurant in Bearden. 

Standby for word on the new location.                                                                                        

         RED BLAZERS AVAILABLE 

Marine Corps League uniform 2 button red 

blazers are available at uniformalwear-

house.com Prices range from $69.95 to 

$79.95, depending on size.  Red blazers are 

also available at J.C. Penney as the 

“Stafford Blazer”  Official MCL buttons can 

be purchased through the Detachment 

Quartermaster and installed by you or your 

tailor. 

   November (continued) 

Bonnyman Memorial Service     22 

Safety Break           CANCELLED 

Detachment Meeting                  26 

            

MEMBERS NEEDED FOR THE HONOR GUARD 

The Detachment Honor Guard/Firing Detail is looking for 

new members to provide honors and salutes at memorial 

events and funerals.  Members must be able to handle the M1 

Rifle (9.5 pounds) and will need the League undress uniform 

(white SS shirt and Dress Blue trousers).  Expert training will be 

provided and no experience (other than Boot Camp) is neces-

sary.  A coordinator for the Honor Guard is also needed to 

plan events. Contact Marine Lee Rhinemiller for details. 

NOVEMBER SAFETY BREAK 

 CANCELLED 

The Safety Break scheduled for 29  

November to 1 December has been 

cancelled. 

Travis Bryan and Bill Henson assist runners at 

the Mud Run.  Travis is scheduled for more sur-

gery in the near future.  Keep him in your 

thoughts and prayers.  
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YOUNG MARINES ALEXANDER BONNYMAN UNIT REPORT by Kathy Winters 

Do we have great Young Marines, adult leaders and parents?  They worked hours upon hours at the Mud 

Run.  Our color guard presented the opening colors and was asked to do so at the beginning of every 

wave.  They completed seven color guard presentations that day.  We stocked and manned each water 

station from 0800 to the close of business.  Constructed and cleaned up from the Kid’s Run. The Kid’s 

Mud Run was a smashing success, with positive feedback from parents whose kids participated.  There 

was a Young Marine at every turn, no one got lost or hurt.   

As we thought we had some down time, things always change.  We received a last-minute request for a 

formal color guard at Cherokee County Club for Vols for Veterans.  An ROTC Unit backed out when they 

realized they were on vacation.  And our kids came through.  They were on Fall Break too.  Mr. Winters 

arrived in time to figure out a difficult pattern as Mrs. Winters was coming out of emergency surgery. Sam 

Ruble and his wife represented the League. 

Jim Williams called.  They had no help for the Rifle Match up at the TWRA Range that Saturday as North 

Knoxville Young Marines had cancelled.   None of our Young Marines, adult leaders of parents, has ever 

“pulled butts”.  But they were there at 0700 for a brief in-service from Big Jim.  At the end of the match, Big 

Jim called Larry with two words:  OUT STANDING. 

The pavilion at Camp Bonnyman is complete.   It will get us out of the sun and rain.    We will be dedicat-

ing the Rifle Range and the Rifle House to the memory of our beloved Colonel Joe Eddlemon.  We will 

hold this on the Marine Corps Birthday, 1400.  Mark your calendars.  The signage has already been done.   

(above) Bette Jean Berry organized 

a small army of volunteers to pre-

pare and execute the Mud Run. 

(above) Connie Sexton and her volunteers made 

sure that runners and teams were able to pick up 

their race packets and tee shirts starting at zero 

dark thirty race day.  

 

(right) More volunteers distributed water and 

snacks to runners and spectators on race day add-

ing greatly to the festive atmosphere. 

 



Name_____________________________________________________________________   Phone (________) _________________________        

 

Street Address___________________________________City__________________________  State_______  Zip Code __________+______  

 

E-Mail ___________________________________________________________________  Service/Social Security No ______/_____/_______ 

Date of Birth_____/_____/____ Date of Enlistment/Commissioning _____/______/_____  Date of Discharge/Retirement _____/_____/_____ 

Type of Application-  New (   )  Renewal (   )                                            Type of Membership- Regular Member  (   ) Associate (   ) Dual (   ) 

Have you ever been convicted of a felony?     (   ) YES  (   ) NO   If yes is checked, I agree to waive my rights under the Privacy Act and disclose 

the nature of my felony conviction for consideration of membership in the Marine Corps League.  

I hereby apply for membership in the Lt. Alexander Bonnyman Detachment, Marine Corps League, Department of Tennessee, and enclose $28.00 

for one year’s membership that includes a year’s subscription to the Marine Corps League quarterly magazine.   

I certify that I  am currently serving or have served honorably in the U. S. Marine Corps, on active duty, for not less than ninety (90)  days and 

earned the Eagle, Globe and Anchor,* or have served or am currently serving in the U. S. Marine Corps Reserve and have earned no less than 

ninety (90) Reserve Retirement Points or that I have served or am currently serving as a U. S. Navy Corpsman who has trained with Marine FMF 

Units in excess of ninety (90) days and earned the Marine Corps Device or Warfare Device worn on the Service Ribbon authorized for FMF Corps-

man.  If discharged, I am in receipt of a DD Form 214 or Certificate of Discharge indicating “Honorable service.”  (“Honorable Service” will be 

defined by the last Form DD 214 or Certificate of Discharge that the applicant received).  General discharge under Honorable Conditions is ac-

ceptable.   By signature on this application, I hereby agree to provide proof of honorable service/discharge upon request.  I hereby authorize the 

National Executive Director, Marine Corps League to obtain an un-redacted copy of my latest DD Form 214 from the Marine Corps custodian of 

Official Military Personnel Files (OMPF), and/or verification of honorable service if deemed necessary to verify my eligibility for regular member-

ship in the Marine Corps League.  I understand the DD Form 214 may contain information such as military awards, training, and character of ser-

vice.  

*(Korean War Era Marines See National Bylaws, Article 6, Section 600) 

________________________________________                       _________________________________________ 

  Sponsor  (where applicable)                                                       Applicant’s Signature    

© 2019 Marine Corps League, Inc.                                       Official Marine Corps League use only                                         All other use prohibited 

Lt. Alexander Bonnyman Det. # 924 

Marine Corps League 

Post Office Box 53293 

Knoxville, TN 37950-3293 

Lt. Alexander Bonnyman Detachment 924, Marine Corps League, Application for Membership 

PLEASE PRINT IN PEN 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

NONPROFIT ORG 

US POSTAGE PAID 

KNOXVILLE, TN 

PERMIT NO. 549 


