
28th of August 2018 Page 1 
 

Lt. Alexander Bonnyman Detachment #924 
Marine Corps League 

Minutes of Meeting of 

Tim Eichhorn, Commandant 

Date: 28th August 2018. Location: Naval Operations Center, Marine Corps Reserve Center, 
Knoxville, TN  
Presentation prior to the meeting: 18h30. A joint session with the MCLA. 

➢ Commandant led the Detachment in Happy Birthday, in honor of those with August 
birthdays. 

➢ Commandant Eichhorn and Leroy Brown performed the MCL Memorial Service in 
memory of Mike Currie and Rev. Robichaux.  

➢ LtCol. Nick Arning USMC (Ret) 0311. Was XO of the 4th CEB, Co. “D”, and the MTU.  (Get 
closer to the mike) I’m 71 I don’t yell. I braved all kind of traffic getting in here and I 
understand I am going to have to brave it getting out of here. We are in the process of 
getting a bridge named after a Fallen Marine. His name was Charles Pilkington Jr. He 
was born in 1946. Went to Bearden High School, and went to UT. And while at UT he 
joined the Marine Corps as a candidate. He went to active duty right after graduation. 
He volunteered to be an 03. Back then if you didn’t volunteer they made you an 03. He 
was gung ho a Marine as I ever knew. He was very popular at High School and College. 
Straight A student, heck of a man. He happened to be my best friend from Sunday 
school to graduation. When we worked summer jobs together to raise money to go to 
school he kept talking about this program called the Marine Corps. And he talked me 
into joining the Marines. I owe him a lot. Unfortunately as a 03 he was sent to Viet Nam.  
Stationed in Da Nang with the 1st Marines. He was killed there. I will very quickly tell you 
what happened. First of all he led from the front, his troops loved him. He was not afraid 
of anything. We knew that back in high School. If Bearden was getting into a football or 
basketball game with West, we always wanted to hold on close to Chip because he 
could fight better than any three of us. Because we knew there would be a fight after 
the game. That’s how he led his Marines, and they loved him. He was guarding the 
Liberty Bridge just outside of Da Nang, and they were hit by a battalion of North 
Vietnamese. He had a listening post a 100 yards out and three of his Marines were 
wounded. They were closing in on his men. So what he did was commandeered an 
Amtrak and got two of his men to go with him. Charged right into the middle of it. 
Loaded up the men who were wounded, including the one that had not been wounded. 
Coming back he was riding on top of it and he got shot. That’s the way he was from 
elementary school to the last day. He was a heck of a brave guy. He was awarded the 
Bronze Star and the Marine Corps Commendation Medal. He was in country just 3 
months.  And as popular as he was he lost of friends in the Marine Corps and in 
Knoxville. I worried about it and gnashed my teeth about, and I drive over a bridge in 
West Knoxville that’s been named for an Army friend of mine who well deserving. But 
there is another bridge there. Northshore Drive just to the West of Concord Park. Where 
we will be meeting, will be dedicated to Charles “Chip” Pilkington Jr. Bridge. On 2nd 
October, at 2h00 o’clock. I would like to invite any and every Marine I can get to show 
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up in shirt and Cover to let them know we are Marines. His brother Leonard Pilkington 
was down here as a Reservist, he put in 5 years. He will be down here. He has lost most 
of his family over the last few years. He is as fired up as I’ve seen him in the last few 
years.  He does not want it to be a somber occasion, but a celebration of a good Marine. 
That deserved a lot more than he got. Chips wife will be there. She has since remarried. I 
am inviting every Marine I can to be there. It will not be long ceremony maybe 30 
minutes. The politicians that got us this. It’s taken 7 months. To get this Ok. We will let 
them talk. Leonard will talk about his brother. I had great plans to get a fly over and a 
Color Guard, but we will probably tone it down. Anyone who can come I will appreciate 
it; Chip Pilkington would have appreciated it. Anyone who went to Viet Nam it kind of a 
cob in our rear end that we came back and were ignored or spat upon or whatever. Chip 
did his job, came home. And his family mourned for him and his friends. But nobody else 
knew who he was. But I am going to have a sign up at the side of that bridge and 
everyone who drives across it are going to see it. It’s taken me a long time to do this. I 
would be willing to help with signs everywhere.  

Call to order: Commandant Eichhorn called the meeting to order at 18h48, and ordered Sgt-At-
Arms to Advance and Post the Colors, and to lead the membership in The Pledge of Allegiance 
to the Flag of the United States of America.  Chaplain Brown led us in the opening prayer. 
Commandant Eichhorn asked Sgt-At-Arms to declare the meeting open for the transaction of 
official business. 
Commandant Eichhorn proceeded to recognize dignitaries in attendance. 
Past Detachment Commandants Dave Hatfield, George Sexton, Bill Henson, Karl Ekstrom, Jeff 
Tegzes, Jim Williams, David Cates and Dale Hatfield #603. 

Adjutant called the Roll of Detachment Officers: 

Commandant: Tim Eichhorn       Present  
Sr. Vice Commandant: Travis Bryan  Present  
Junior Vice Commandant: Sam Ruble  Present  
Judge Advocate: David Z. Cates  Excused 
Junior Past Commandant: Jim Williams Present 
Adjutant: Eric P. Nash    Present  
Paymaster:  Lee Rhinemiller   Present  
Chaplain: Pearl Rich     Excused  
Sergeant-At-Arms: John “Stony Saathoff Present 
Web Sergeant: Tim Shea   Present 
Acting Officers: Chaplain Leroy Brown. 

Applications for membership: none. 

Introduction of guests: 
➢ Jason Burros: Joined the Marine Corps in Arlington Texas. Went to MCRD San Diego. The 

best looking Marines are all from San Diego. I was an 0311 in Marine Corps for 2.5 years. 
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Been in Knoxville 22 years. Married my wife here. I now own a business in Knoxville and 
I am here to stay. 

➢ Tony Benedetti: I enlisted out of the Memphis recruiting Station. Attended MCRD Paris 
Island. I was an 0811 cannoneer on a 198 and a 105 when I was Quantico. I spent time at 
Lejune and Quantico and ended up my time on I & I Staff at Memphis Reserve Center. 
Was a previous member of the Walter P. Singleton Detachment. I am a recruiter by 
trade. I also do a charity called tickets for the Troops. We do welcome home events for 
service members for troops and their families. Moved to Knoxville 2.5 years ago and 
absolutely love it. Lee Rhinemiller: We will get your number reinstated here. 

Adjutant’s Report: Eric Nash.  
➢ Minutes of previous meeting are posted on the web. Accepted as posted. 
➢ The Commandant thanked the Adjutant for his work on meeting minutes. 

Paymaster: Lee Rhinemiller. 
➢ The detailed breakdown of the report of the paymaster is on file with the official copy of 

the minutes and available upon request by members in good standing. 
➢ The reports for the Detachment that are filed annually. 

o The RIO was filed in January.  
o Paid Life Membership Trust was filed in July. 
o Our annual Tennessee Corporate filing was done in April. 
o Tomorrow morning I am going to pick up the Charitable Solicitation.  And the 990 

and file those. Be the first (Detachment) in the State of Tennessee to have all our 
forms filed. 

➢ If anyone is interested in the Honor Guard. It takes a uniform and a practice session. Our 
policy is first come first to fire. 

➢ Janice Curry wanted to make sure everyone was thanked for performing Mike Curry 
funeral. 

➢ Be sure and check the attendance each meeting. We are trying to catch up on our no 
show. 

➢ Commandant Thanked the Paymaster for all the work he does during the month. We are 
tight when it comes to our money. 

Report of the Officers: 
1. Eric Nash: Chaplain Pearl Rich was on her way to Washington D.C. for the 100th 

Anniversary of the first Woman Marine. 
2. Commandant: Tim Eichhorn. 

a. Everyone here who need to get their dues in by 1 September. That is 54% of the 
Detachment. 

b. Mud Run:  
i. We are on pace. Sam Ruble says we have about 630 registrations. As of 

today. We are 30 behind last year.  
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ii. A lot of thanks to Jeff Tegzes has reenergized/ reimagined the course. He 
has turned the course around. Dropped a couple of obstacles and added 
some new ones. 

iii. Dave Hatfield thanks for him for his support on this. 
iv. Wanted to move it to the spring. Dave, Jeff and Larry said no. 
v. Brian Hudgens ran it last year his notes helped to get us there. 

vi. Hope to have a thousand runners. People paid $40.00. $60.00 the day of 
the race. 

c. Jim Williams at the picnic will be cooking. Last Sunday in September 30th. Bring a 
side dish. 

d. Safety Break: Dave you got that? We all full? Dave Hatfield: Yes. I talked to 
everyone tonight. 

3. Chaplain: Leroy Brown. Visited with Joe Edelman. Gene Collins was given 6 months. He’s 
on his 9th month. If you know of anyone sick let Pearl or me know. 

4. Sr. Vice Commandant: Travis Bryan. No report. 
5. Junior Vice Commandant: Sam Ruble. No report. 
6. Sergeant-At-Arms: John Saathoff. No report. 

7. Web Sergeant: Tim Shea. Web site is doing well. 
8. Judge Advocate: David Z. Cates. Excused. He is helping put on a surprise birthday party 

for Captain Bill Robinson. Longest held enlisted man of the Viet Nam War. 
9. Junior Past Commandant: Jim Williams. 

Strategic Planning: Dave Hatfield. 
1. National Convention. 

a. I had $350 to spend at the Quartermaster store. For supplies for the 
Quartermaster, Boy Scout Liaison. Fallen Marine, JROTC awards. 

b. Presented the Detachments National Convention Ribbon. For having a person 
attend the National Convention. 

c. Niagara Falls is beautiful in pictures. You go there personally, and the wind is 
blowing in the wrong direction.  All the mist is hitting you in the face. But you will 
be amazed you are right there three feet from the drop off. I was right there on 
the edge. 

d. The president of the Woman Marine Association was there. She has been in 
office about 6 years. They changed their by-laws to two years. Dr. Brown has 
been a great representative for our women Marines. 

e. Congratulation to Tennessee and the Bonnyman Detachment. Placed 4th in the 
Eagle Scout Certificates presentations. 335 certificates. 

f. MODD report incorporated all of our taxes. And was a good report. 
g. The National By-law changes went the way we wanted them to except for the 

Marine of the Year Medal can be worn with the undress uniform. White shirt 
Dress Blue or Black Trousers. 

h. You got to have by-law changes submitted by February and have them published 
by April. We had one by-law change that everyone really liked. If you join in July 
or August are free. We have had Paymasters holding onto those applications for 
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two months so members did not have to pay half a year. We allowed that to go 
through. Even though that was not protocol. 

i. A little background here if you had been here since the beginning, Mike Curry 
and the Rev. G Simons Robichaux. Jr. Vice Commandants Life Member number is 
#62,000 something; Robichaux was life member #897. He was around when the 
Dept of Tennessee was formed in 1980, and his member number was only 4 
digits. What an accomplishment. Chaplain in North Carolina Chaplain Dept of 
Tennessee. He was a reverend. He was actually published. In Leatherneck you 
never see an article of more than 6 pages. He had one about him of 8 pages for 
what he did for the Corps. 

j. We were going to Charleston for the National Convention in 2019. They wanted 
too much money. They wanted $180 per night. Probably going to Texas. Dallas or 
San Antonia. 

k. There are still rooms for August 2019 going to Billings Montana. Because the 
Marines are coming. They are putting in an elevator just for us in this two story 
hotel. 

l. MODD donated $50,000 to the local children hospital in Buffalo NY. 
m. As of this past July, we no longer lose %50 of new life membership dues. For the 

past three years 50% of new life membership dues went to National 
Headquarters. This was to bail them out for bad decision that they had made. 
There is still a $50.00 admin fee, which is normal. This year the paid life member 
distribution was $209k. 1/3 to National, 1/3 to Department, and 1/3 to 
Detachments who file their life member report. 

n.  The next National Roster will come out 30 September. I do not know how many 
times we are going to do this. National has a new computer company. So all the 
dues paid since June, have been backing up. They have 2, 10 inch stacks of 
transmittals. Taking a break to switch to the new computer system. The new 
company needs time to switch the data from the old system into the new. That is 
going to take 2-3 months. Hopefully the end of September they will have the 
new system up and running. But since the 28th of June there has been no data 
input. This will be the system anyone can go in and change info. 

o. Americanism: Bonnyman 1st place in battalion size. No plaque. Plaque will be 
given at the Mid-Winter Conference. This is like a Marine of the year for the 
Detachment. There is an overall Gill Gray award that went to a South Carolina 
Detachment. 

i. Eric Nash: I may have written the book I may have put the book together. 
But you all did the activities. You all did the functions. The book would 
not have existed without your work. Thank you.  

p. There is actually 2 hours more of this report, but you will have to go to Nashville 
for the rest of the report. 20th of October for the fall meeting. 

Young Marines: 
1. North Knoxville Unit: Vern Tassey. 

a. Thanks for buying the beef sticks. I will have to go buy some more. 
2. Lt Bonnyman Unit: Larry Winters. 
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a. I just went to Drill and Ceremony School at San Diego (Ca). Oldest Marine that 
ever went through drill school. 75 years old. 

b. We are having rifle practice again this Saturday for the first time in three 
months. We have run the Regimental Rifle shoot 3 years in a row. We are going 
to start a new program. I have just come back from course earning Master 
Certificates in all categories. This is a new program and I will be one of the 
instructors going around to unit to instruct them in the new program. 

c. We got the Mud Run coming up. This is a big deal. All the money we raise goes 
back into the community. So it’s important we pull together, and we will and get 
this thing really rolling. We will start laying out 11 September right up to 15th 
September, race day. 

d. The Young Marines are running fine we got a few new recruits and a couple of 
YM from San Diego. 

Rifle and Pistol: 
1. Jim Williams: 8th of September 2018. Putman Memorial Rifle Shoot. 

a. 35 Rounds. Sitting knelling and standing. And you can shoot your toy rifles. 
You’re Mattie Mattel’s. 

b. No scopes. Iron sites only. 
c. Must be at the gate between 07h00 and 07h30. $20.00 cover charge. 

2. Jay Holmes: Pistol Shoot. 20th of October 2018. 
a. Shooting Center, Wind Rock Road, Oliver Springs, Tn. 
b. 9mm and up. 45 Rounds. 5 practice rounds. And bring back the rim fire. 
c. $25.00 cover charge. $20.00 for the rim fire. 
d. Lunch is provided. Picnic area there. 
e. 7 yd, 10 yd, 15 yd, and 25 yd. Targets do not move, we move. 
f. Going to have a team trophy. Two man teams. 

GOOD OF THE LEAGUE:  

Karl Ekstrom: Saw in the Gazette. UT is having a fund raiser for a scholarship in the name of 
Clifton Cates. Cost is $55.00 a plate.  Commandant: We have a Marine Captain at UT he is 
between assignments. And is getting his degree to go back and become a JAG officer. He saw a 
lot of Marines and Sailors coming off active duty and the GI bill was not covering everything. So 
that’s where he got the idea. Out at the Cherokee Country Club. 

Eric Nash: I have been tasked with getting the names for the Veterans Day Luncheon. We have 
committed to two tables. I do not know the cost at this time. The lunch is on 8th November, the 
Veterans Parade on the 9th November, Detachment Marine Corps Birthday Dinner on the 10th 
November and Veterans Day 0on the 1th November. So get ready for a nice 4 day week end.  

Jeff Tegzes: Knoxville Marine Corps Ball is 27th October. The table for the Marine Corps League 
is table 30 and it is filled up so I have myself down for table 31. A far as I know table 30 and 31 
are Marine Corps League.  

Larry Winters told a sea story about his trip to Camp Lejune. 
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End of Meeting:  Detachment stood in silence for departed. Sgt-At-Arms retired the colors. 
Chaplain led us in the closing prayer. Commandant Eichhorn adjourned the meeting at 19h50. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

Eric P. Nash 
Detachment Adjutant 


