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Lt. Alexander Bonnyman Detachment #924 Marine Corps League 
Minutes of Meeting of 26th November 2019 

Jim Williams, Commandant 

Social Hour 18h00. 
Time: 18h25 Location: Karns Youth Center, Karns, TN  
Presentation prior to the meeting: 

• Charlene Cotton: Thank you for your donation to “Wreaths across America” The Auxiliary 
has a list of members who are not buried in the National Cemetery (Veterans). List was 
read.  

 

Call to order: Commandant Williams called the meeting to order at 18h35, and ordered Sgt-At-
Arms Saathoff to secure the quarters. Saathoff: Quarters are secure with two prospective 
members on board. Commandant Williams asked Sgt-At-Arms to Advance and Post the Colors, 
and to lead the membership in The Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of 
America. Chaplain Gordon led us in the opening prayer. Commandant Williams asked Sgt-At-
Arms to declare the meeting open for the transaction of official business.  

Adjutant called the Roll of Detachment Officers: 
Commandant: Jim Williams (JW)       Present  
Sr. Vice Commandant: Travis Bryan (TB)  Present  
Junior Vice Commandant: David Terwell (DT) Present  
Judge Advocate: David Hatfield (DH)   Present 
Junior Past Commandant: Tim Eichhorn (TE)  Excused 
Adjutant: Eric P. Nash (EPN)    Present  
Paymaster:  Lee Rhinemiller (LR)     Present  
Chaplain: Gordon Adams (GA)   Present  
Sergeant-At-Arms: John “Stony” Saathoff (JS) Present 
Web Sergeant: Tim Shea (TS)    Present 
 
Applications for membership: 
Lee Rhinemiller: We have two. Their credentials are all in order and their dues paid.  

• Don Roland for Associate Membership: I’m Master Sergeant Donald Roland (Ret) U.S. Army. 
I spent time in Alaska and from there went to Viet Nam. After that I came back and joined a 
civil affairs reserve unit. I was then transferred over to a school. I was put in charge of the 
NCO School. I covered Knoxville Chattanooga and Kingsport.                

• Robert Luther for Associate Membership: Name is Bob Luther. I went into the Navy as an 
undisclosed Navy person. I didn’t have an occupation, no rate. Fortunately the head of the 
division Chaplain talked to me. He recommended I become a Religion Specialist. I got 
assigned to the Marine Corps and went to Camp Geiger. Did infantry training there. Was 
assigned to 2/8. Was a Bn. RP. Then I was a Regimental RP for a year at 8th Regiment 
(Marines). Couldn’t get rid of me so they sent me to 8th & I Barracks.  I spent three years at 
8th & I. I was very fortunate. I got to do services for Bush Sr. at Camp David on several 
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occasions. That was pretty much the highlight of my career.  I never knew the Navy. 
Marines were all I knew. And I respect everything I learned from them. Best thing I could 
have done.  

Commandant called for a vote. Accepted by show of hands by the Detachment. Sworn in by 
PDC David Hatfield. Associate pins issued.  

• Visiting the Detachment was PLM Michael J. Witsell. He is interested in transferring into 
the Detachment. 

Adjutant’s Report: Eric Nash. Minutes of previous meeting: The Adjutant asked for the name of 
the Member who recognized the Beirut Bombing Anniversary. It was Carlos Reyes. Changes to 
the minutes will be made and replaced with updated minutes on the web site. Minute stand 
with the one correction. 

Correspondence received: Commandant. We go to these funerals for Marines. They weren’t 
members. I mean who knows why. I spent 30 years not knowing what a Marine Corps League 
was.  Till my kid decided to go into the Marines. And the recruiters were tired of seeing me. So 
they kind of mentioned it. We go to funerals for members and non-members. Because of why? 
It’s an honor.  

• Went to a Captain Corn funeral. There were 5 of us there. The wife’s name was Gail Eads: 
Gail Eads sent a thank you card for the funeral of Captain Gary R. Corn USMC. (A Vietnam 
Veteran, Bronze Star recipient.) And made a donation the League.  

• A thank you note for the $200.00 donation to virtue Cemetery. From the Son in Law of the 
White family.  

1. Paymaster Lee Rhinemiller:  
a. Thanks to all those who came out in the rain to the Bonnyman Memorial Service. 

Everyone looked good. Firing detail and those that read the citation and prayer from the 
running ink on the paper did good.   

b. Anyone who has expense, get them in. We are coming up on the mid-year review.  
c. The detailed breakdown of the financial report of the paymaster is on file with the 

official copy of the minutes and available upon request by members in good standing. 
d. Significant change in the way we bill for the Mud Run. A lot of these groups need a 

paper bill before they pay. A new section is being added to the Budget under the 
heading of “Due From”. We invoiced over $4,960.00 this year and we still are waiting on 
$3,840.00. We hope to get in by December.   

2. Commandant: Sick Call. 
a. Carlos Reyes: Eddy Mays. 

3. Commandant: Sign up for the Christmas Breakfast. It’s December the 7th. We are going to 
eat at 09h00. Like everyone to be there by 08h30, because it is a solemn day. We have a 
little dedication to the Pearl Harbor people who most are not with us. I was reading a 
history of that today. 109 Marines were killed that day. For anyone that has not been to the 
Christmas bring a new toy. This is for the Toys-for-Tots. No stuffed animals’ or toy guns. 
Dress for the breakfast is ugly sweater and no covers.  



26th November 2019   Page 3 
 

4. Eric P. Nash: Following the Toys-for Tots breakfast I would like to invite everyone to come to 
the Lyons view Veterans Cemetery for the Pearl Harbor Survivors Ceremony. If you wear 
your Red jackets we would make a good impression.    

5. Judge Advocate David Hatfield:  
a. We had a cake cutting for the Marine Birthday and invited everyone, at Ben Atchley 

Veterans Nursing Home. There are 3 MCL members there. Lee Buckner, He had his 
hearing aids in. Carlos and I went down put him in his red jacket and placed him in a 
wheel chair. When we got to the double doors. Went through the double doors. Didn’t 
know it had an electronic device. Set off the alarm. Kept going, that can’t be us were 
Marines. They grilled us on the way back. Thought we were going to spring him. And 
Gerald Moats, who was the Quartermaster. And one gentleman. We thought he was 
going to transfer. But ended up joining us. He was Commandant up in Rochester 
Minnesota of the Thor Detachment. Cary Stewart. If you go out there you have to check 
in. Get your name tag. There are more Marines out there. Thanks to Howard (Raines) for 
that good looking cake. Good to see those old timers. It wasn’t just for Marines. It was 
for everybody. Everyone had a good time out there. There was entertainment there. 
Never heard the Marine Corps Hymn played on the guitar before. 

b. JROTC Awards: Every year when we do our awards we hand out a card. If you go to 
college next year. Send us a “Proof of Enrollment” letter and we will send you $500.00. 
A young lady sent us a letter received from Lavern California. Taking 18 units.  Lee 
(Rhinemiller) will send her a check for $500.00.  

c. National Scholarships, this is my last year as Chairman. If you or your grandchildren 
applied for that and were selected. The list is posted on the National Web site. The 
finalists are posted, $800.00. So some family had four kids. We approved 200. We only 
got back 152 enrollment letters. The foundation is manually writing out those checks. 
The money will be going to their college address, not the student. Should be coming in 
right after Thanksgiving they said.   

d. Detachment By-laws: Now that National has approved the new by-laws. Department by-
laws have been rewritten. We will rewrite our by-laws. We are going to keep most of 
what we do in Bonnyman. That will stay in there; we’ll incorporate the new wording. We 
are also going to add Administrative Procedures. So anyone that deals with money. 
Wants money. Request money or whatever. The Administrative Procedures will tell 
them the proper way to request funds. Or to be reimbursed funds. Or how to handle 
funds. Don’t keep that money in the garage at home till the next meeting. You have got 
to get that money turned in right away. We’ll have forms on there. How to request 
funds. Remember any funds expenditure that you want the Detachment to be obligated 
for; you must ask permission from the officers/body first. It must be brought to the body 
for a vote. Now if it is in the budget, which gives authorization for designated personnel 
to spend money without a vote. That’s why we operate on a budget. But anything over 
$250.00, don’t bring it up at the meeting. It’s got to go to the officers and the finance 
committee for approval and discussion. So you have to come to the officers meeting to 
state your case. You already know about buying half a dog. And we’re not doing that 
anymore. Everything will be spelled out. The Officers will get draft at the officer 
meeting. You’ll have the month to go over that and iron out any corrections and typos, 
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and stuff like that. By the January meeting. Then will send it to you (the Detachment) e-
mail wise. For review. So you take those two weeks in January to review the by-laws and 
will take a vote on those by-law changes. That will be by-law and administrative 
procedures.  

6. Sr. Vice Commandant Travis Bryan: Over at UT they have their “Salute to Service week”. 
Basketball game tonight, a volleyball game and the Lady Vols game Sunday vs. Air Force. All 
you got to do is bring your ID or your DD-214. And they will give you tickets for your 
immediate family to see a game.  

7. Jr. Vice Commandant David Terwell: Still working on new members. Have 9 prospects on my 
list. The last two who became members tonight. That leaves 7 more I am working with that 
means voice on the phone, e-mail or letters. Or all three. I’ve got 1, that very desirous to 
become a member. He is a Corpsman. Hopes to be here in the month of January. Looking at 
these others. Two of which are Marines.   

8. Adjutant: (A copy of the Mountain Press was shown.) That fellow in the back Stony Saathoff 
is on the front page of the Mountain Press. I got to looking and on the back page I found 
Marine Bill Voight. And believe it or not he is wearing Marine Corps “Charlies”.  Things like 
this are what I need for the “Americanism Book”. We just went through our Veterans 
period; a lot of our members have been in events all over the East Tennessee area. If you 
have pictures I can use them. At your church. At the Courthouse in Sevierville like this 
paper. Or downtown. I have pictures of that. Please get them to me. Every item adds points, 
so we can home with a good prize next year.      

9. Dave Terwell: I do have windshield cards and business cards up here that you can pass out. 
Tim Shea: Wait let me check. The E-mail on these says “info.MCLKmoxville”. It should read 
info@MCLKnoxville.org. Make that correction. 

10. Chaplain Gordon Adams: I also visited all those at the (Ben Atchley) Nursing Home. Sat with 
them. Prayed with them. Had a great time with them.  

11. Commandant: The gentleman that walked in just a minute ago is Mr. Witsell. He was a 
Captain in the Marine Corps. Michael Witsell: It has been a while since I’ve been with you 
guys. I moved here about a year ago from Washington State. I am a little off as to where 
things are. I ran into a fellow, John. Is he here? No.  He told me where you all are meeting. I 
thought I had better make an effort to transfer here. I have been a Life Member for some 
time. I was in Marine Aviation for 22 years. I was a supply officer. I was a supply clerk. I was 
a mustang. I was Pvt. a Capt. in the Marine Corps. One of the greatest experiences in my life 
was being a Marine. How many of you are mustangs? Are you a member of the Mustang 
Association? No.  I was in Marine Helicopters, most of the time. I was in the President’s 
Helicopters, at Quantico Virginia. I was with 161. First Marine helicopter squadron in Viet 
Nam. Q: Was that MAG 16? No. MAG 39. Q: What years did you serve? 1954 to 1976. I’m 
looking forward to making acquaintance with you guys.  Commandant: All in favor of 
accepting him into the Detachment. Passed with show of hands. Transfer to be made. 

12. Sam Ruble: Mud Run is in 9 month and 16 days. We already have one sign up. 
13. Toys for Tots Gordon Adams: We have a bag of toys and we have delivered them to the 

Reserve Center. Commandant: we have any information on pickups and deliveries? Not yet.  

mailto:info@MCLKnoxville.org
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a. Dave Hatfield: We are going to be putting out an e-mail to everyone. The address is 
7669 Clinton Highway. They are going to start picking up toys and sorting as of Monday. 
But it’s a no-show Monday. Because they have to set up and things like that.  

b. They are not coming to our Breakfast. Because they have an entire JROTC unit coming to 
sort the toys. So I would assume that before the breakfast they want to hoard those 
toys and let the kids sort them. We’ll put out the list after 7 December. 9 to 3 is the 
basic schedule.  

c. They do have a warehouse. However this warehouse is not heated. So wear a sweat 
shirt. 

d. We also let you know if they need help for the distribution day too.  
e. Commandant: What do they want us to do with our toys? DH: They would like us to get 

a couple of cars and bring it to them. At the warehouse.   
14. Elizabeth Carr: Which Veterans cemeteries are we doing “Wreaths across America” at? 

Commandant: All of them. DH: Mainly at the one on John Sevier.  
a. What time does it start? When the trucks get there. 
b. Bob Brown: They are being delivered to the Skyline Transport center on the 12th 

December at 10h30. They need people to help unload the truck. Then they will be doled 
out to the cemetery on the 14th. Dispersed to the three cemeteries. Commandant: 
Where is Skyline? Brown: 131 W. Quincy. Commandant: If you’ve got the time go help 
them unload they are not that heavy.  

c. Commandant: One thing that did happen. Show you how good this fire department we 
have. That worked with us on the Mud Run. We normally give The Fire Department 
$500.00 for the Mud Run. They wanted it donated to the “Wreaths Across America”. If 
they had gotten the check it would have been sent to the Union. Good people. We 
talked about this at the officer meeting. We can do this because its $250.00. We’re 
going to fill up their refrigerator. Sodas whatever we can do. Because they can’t accept 
money. If they accept money it goes to their union. And they have no say where the 
money goes. So they told us to donate that $500.00 dollars to “Wreaths Across 
America”.   

d. David Hatfield: “Wreaths Across America” we are not part of the ceremony. We are just 
there volunteering like everyone else. The event starts at noon. Be out there an hour 
before would be nice. Will have the sound system there. Meet and greet for all the 
folks. Dignitaries will be there. If you’ve got a loved one or a dear one at Lyons View 
(Veterans Cemetery) go there by all means. We are not part of the program but we 
would like you to wear your Marine Corps League colors. EPN: Get a picture. DH: Don 
Dare from Channel 6 will be the MC out there. He will have a member from each branch 
of the service, as a guest speaker. The East Tennessee Honor Guard as the firing detail. 
Right after that, our Young Marines Unit will help pass out the wreaths. And we request 
you as volunteers, let the family members who actually have loved ones buried there, 
get their wreaths first so they can place them on their family loved ones grave. 

e. Parking is really hard. There is no parking lot. Everybody has to park next to the curb. So 
if you want a parking place get there early. Otherwise you are going to have a long way 
to walk. The ceremony will be in a humongous tent. Bring an umbrella in case of rain.  
They were even parking on John Sevier last year. EPN: Patrice Collins from ETMAC has 
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put out a request for people to help with parking. If anyone wants to volunteer for that 
job.  

15.  Good of the League:  
a. Carlos Ruiz: I have a friend, a 93 year old WWII veteran. He has tree in his back yard that 

needs to be taken down. I’m a city boy from New York City. If I saw a tree I’d have to go 
to Central Park. The tree is at least 30 feet tall. Q: How big is the trunk? A: That big 
around. Q: What’s it leaning towards? A: It’s a big yard but there a fence. A: I’ll cut it 
down. I’ve cut trees all my life. He served in France, Germany, and Holland and liberated 
some of the concentration camps.  

b. Don Roland: My wife volunteers out at STAR therapeutic center. It a program for 
emotional support of disabled veterans. Wants to learn to ride. Wants to work with 
horses. So if you not aware of that. Commandant: That’s the one outside of Lenoir city? 
A: That’s right.  Anyone wants to volunteer. It’s a good facility. Commandant: Those are 
giant comfort animals.  

16. Jr Past Commandant: David Hatfield. Permission to give the Jr. Past Commandants report? 
a. Our next meeting we will be voting on new officers. The Commandant is looking to 

retire. So we are looking for a slate of officers. We elect Commandant, Sr. Vice, Jr. Vice, 
Judge Advocate and Pay Master. All the other position we appoint. So get with the Sr. 
Vice or the Jr. Vice and let one of them know you are interested. Females too. We need 
some female representation on the Board of Trustees for the Detachment. The slate of 
officers should be in the December Gazette. We are supposed to put out the slate of 
officers.  

b. Chaplain, before December we do fruit baskets for widows and widower and other who 
are shut in. Chaplain: I need a list. DH: Nomination for who should get fruit baskets and 
need volunteers to deliver them.  We like to go out in two are three person groups. Call 
ahead and get an appointment with the family. It’s not a charity. It’s a fruit basket. 
Probably $15.00 the detachment will pay for them. We traditionally get them at Food 
City. They do a real nice basket for $19-$20. Sometimes you do not even have to order 
ahead of time. We need you to get us some names. We have a list started. Just in case 
we forgot someone. Officer meeting is the second Monday in December. We need them 
by then. 

c. Tim Shea: I have a rhetorical question for our new members. Where is our meeting next 
month? Commandant: He talking about the Officer meeting. EPN: He coming to it. DH: 
Sgt at Arms. You’re going to make the announcement at the end of the meeting? JS: Yes. 

17. New Business: None. 
18. Good of the League:  

a. Stony Saathoff: I am a U.S. Marine. I fought in Viet Nam. I looked death in the face, in 
the eye. And he blinked. Semper Fi. (Hardy round of Ooh-rah's). 

b. David Cates: One of the kids in our neighborhood that I have known...We’ve lived in this 
house 13 years in March. So I’ve known him 13 years. Graduated West High School. 
Saturday morning at 08h00 he got his Eagle, Globe and Anchor completing “The 
Crucible”. Now a PFC, soon to be an honor graduate. Some of you know as I look around 
I see younger faces. I had no idea, in 4 days it will be 43 years since I graduated Paris 
Island. I did some research, because I didn’t understand what his mom was saying. 
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There are 4 phase now. When Lucas complete “The Crucible” Saturday. He became a 
Marine. And they gave him his Eagle, Globe and Anchor. This week they call it week 12. 
Even though it’s a week and half. He graduates December 6th. The Drill instructors talk 
to them as peers and as Marines, instead of recruits. Real proud of him. He came and 
talked to me. I didn’t try and talk him out of it. I asked him: What do you want to do? Do 
you want a change? There are lots of changes or do you want to be a Marine. I’m hoping 
he coming to; we use to call it “”HART”. Hometown Area Recruit. I was shocked when I 
read this change. EPN: Do you have the Marines name? A: PFC Lucas McNutt. Going into 
the world’s second oldest profession. Military Intelligence. I didn’t know until I got this 
call. We’re investigating this Marine Recruit. He put me down for a reference. 

c. MODD: DH: Eric where’s the “Growl”? EPN: I have recommended a couple of place for 
you all to check out and you shot me down on both of them. DH: The Pound Keeper Ken 
Ciolfi Has visited a couple of them. We’re going to talk later tonight and you will get an 
e-mail. Next Monday. Dogs are going to growl somewhere.  

d. EPN: Commandant are you going to explain the December meeting. I know he’s going to 
announce it. Commandant: There is no December meeting. It has been in the Gazette. 
It’s been talked about for the last three meetings. If you come you will be standing out 
there in the cold. Now you will hear it when the Sgt at Arms announces it.  

End of Meeting: Sgt-At-Arms Saathoff retired the colors. Chaplain Gordon led us in the closing 
prayer. Sr. Vice gave the last admonition to the membership. Commandant Williams had the 
Sgt at Arms close the meeting. Sgt at Arms Saathoff adjourned the meeting at 19h45. Until 28th 
January 2020. 

 
Respectfully Submitted,  
Eric P. Nash 
Detachment Adjutant 


