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The Bonnyman Gazette is the official 

newsletter of the Lt. Alexander Bonny-

man Detachment #924 Marine Corps 

League, PO Box 145, Knoxville, TN 

37901.  Articles and photos are due to 

the Editor no later than the 15th of 

each month.  The Editor is Jeff Tegzes, 

tntegzes@gmail.com, (865) 809-1585. 

CATCH US ON THE WEB AT: 

MCLknox.org 

Detachment & Auxiliary Meetings 

We meet monthly on the last Tues-

day of the month at the Navy Oper-

ational Support Center / Marine 

Corps Reserve Center, 2101 Alcoa 

Hwy (Rt 129) Knoxville, TN 37920.  

Social hour begins at 1730 followed 

by a business meeting at 1830. 

Detachment Officers 

Commandant 

Jim Williams (865) 740-4155 

Junior Past Commandant 

David Hatfield (865) 803-3169 

Senior Vice Commandant 

Howard Raines (865) 577-4745 

Junior Vice Commandant 

Frank Waller (865) 314-0885 

Adjutant 

Eric Nash (865) 693-5711 

Paymaster 

Lee Rhinemiller (865) 414-3460 

Chaplain 

Leroy Brown (865) 806-2837 

Judge Advocate 

David Cates (865) 548-4088 

Sergeant-at-Arms 

Bill Mullaly (865) 966-4532 

THE BONNYMAN GAZETTE 

COMMANDANT’S CORNER

“From the shores of Tripoli”… to Frankfort, Kentucky. 

The grave site of Marine legend Lieutenant Presley O’Ban-

non can be found at the old Frankfort Cemetery in Frankfort, 

Kentucky.  In 1805, O’Bannon led seven Marines and a rag-

tag band of Arab mercenaries in a successful assault on the 

fortress of Derne in Tripoli.  His force marched 600 miles 

through the Libyan desert to reach their objective.  The Ma-

rine Corps officers sword, adopted in 1826, is modeled after 

a Mameluke scimitar given to O’Bannon for his exploits. 

Well, Marines I have been thinking of this day for a long time, 

what I was going to say that I haven't already said. The only 

thing I can say is thanks for the past two years. It has been 

up and down but I wouldn't change it for the world. Again, 

thanks to my officers for putting up with me and my ways. 

Thanks to all you Marines who have sat and stared at the 

front table wondering what I was going to say or do next. You 

guys are the greatest, but it's time for someone else to sit at 

the front. Now I can sit back and wonder what he is going to 

say or do next. I hope, as usual, that we fill the Reserve Cen-

ter up at meeting time. It will be election time so come on 

and fill that place up. That's it and one more time, thanks for 

the memories and Semper Fi. 

Jim Williams, Commandant 
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2017 SLATE FOR ELECTED OFFICERS 

The Nominating Committee has proposed a slate of 

elected detachment officers to serve during 2017.    

Commandant: Tim Eichorn 

Senior Vice Commandant: Travis Bryan 

Junior Vice Commandant: (no candidate) 

Paymaster: Lee Rhinemiller 

Judge Advocate:  David Cates 

 

Elections will be held during the January Detachment 

meeting for five elected offices. The offices of Adju-

tant, Chaplain, and Sergeant-at-Arms are appointed 

by the new Commandant.  Any member interested in 

serving as an elected or appointed officer should con-

tact the Junior Past Commandant, David Hatfield 

ASAP.  Any member may make nominations from the 

floor during the election if they believe that other 

members should be considered for any office.  

RIFLE AND PISTOL MATCH SCHEDULE 

The 2017 Detachment rifle and pistol 

match schedule will be: 

8 April 

Jack McGiveny Memorial Pistol Match 

13 May  

Bill Gerst Memorial Rifle Match 

9 September 

Jim Putman Memorial Rifle Match 

21 October  

Jim Peacock Memorial Pistol Match  

 

All matches will be held at the TWRA range 

complex on Rifle Range Road.  Details of 

each match will be published in the Gazette 

as information becomes available.  

SNOW EMERGENCY PLAN 

In the event of a major snow or ice event in 

our area on the day of a Detachment 

monthly meeting that causes Knox County 

Schools to close, the  meeting will be can-

celled.  If Knox County Schools are closed 

due to weather, there will be no Detach-

ment meeting. 

DETACHMENT BUDGET REVIEW 

Detachment members will be asked to re-

view the current budget during the January 

monthly meeting.  Individual budget line 

items will be discussed regarding the de-

tachment’s income and spending to date 

and what is planned for the rest of the year.   

Any proposed changes to the budget will 

also be discussed.  

DETACHMENT DINE-IN 

The Detachment’s annual formal dinner and 

awards ceremony will be on Saturday, 25 

March at the Bearden Banquet Hall. 

2017 MUD RUN 

The 2017 Marine Mud Run will be on Satur-

day, 16 September.  The first Mud Run Com-

mittee meeting will be announced very soon.  

Start thinking about how you can help! 

2017 DETACHMENT PICNIC 

The annual Detachment Picnic will be on 

Sunday, 24 September at Lenoir City Park.  
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2017 SAFETY BREAKS 
The exciting times on I 40 are those times we spend with the 
traveling public heading east who stop at the M/M 417 rest 
area.  We need  Marines of the Detachment to man the safety 
break trailer for the Easter weekend. The pay isn't very good, 
but the stories are many. Many of them are from Marines, but 
all the other services have stories too. I am sure you will 
agree, Marines can always tell a better story. Sometimes 
there's  laughter until you have tears, but you could  shed a 
tear too.  Many surprising things have happened at the safety 
breaks 
I will have the sign up sheet at the meeting on January 31st. If 
you can't make the meeting and want to enjoy some time at 
the Easter Safety Brake........... Shift hours are 0800 to 1300 
and 1300 to 1800, April 14,15 & 16. 
Call me, I will put you on the list .... 865 577 4745  

Semper Fi, Howard, Tunnel Rat 

NEXT SAFETY BREAK...MEMORIAL DAY, May 26,27,28,29 

CHAPLAIN’S REPORT 
 

Greetings to All 
 
It is with sadness I report the passing of Marine 
Fred Gettings.  Marine Gettings answered his final 
earthly roll call on Jan 2, 2017. Fred was a life 
member of our Detachment. He served in the corps 
from 1954-1956 and was Department of Tennessee 
Commandant from June 2001 to June 2003.  He 
also was a Pedigreed Devil dog. He will be missed 
by family and friends. Semper Fi Fred. 
Theodore C Bernard (Ted) will be moving to 3720 
Spring Creek Dr. Topeka, Ks. 66610.Ted is a life 
member of our Detachment.  His phone number is 
865-776-1074. Ted, you will be missed.  Semper Fi.  
This will be my last article as your Chaplain.  It has 
been a rewarding seven years with good times and 
some sad times.  I have made a lot of good friends. 
I wish to thank everyone who helped me along the 
way and a Special Thanks to Connie and George 
Sexton.  I wish the new Chaplain great success. 
Remember our ailing members, the Gettings family, 
and the men and women serving in our 
armed forces. 
      
Semper Fi, 
 
Leroy Brown, Chaplain 
 

MCL AUXILIARY 

Hello to all members and friends. 

Our first meeting of the year will be January 31. 

Elections have been settled and Installation will be 

at the meeting. One change will be an opening for 

Junior Vice President. Gen Vadeboncoeur does not 

feel that she and Paul will make too many meetings. 

She has been in the hospital lately and at home with 

A-Fib problems. They do not drive at night much an-

ymore. Hopefully she will be feeling better soon but 

she does not feel she can support the post of Junior 

Vice. If you are interesting in serving in that post 

please let me know.  

We will go over drafts of the amendments we wish to 

send to National Office for consideration in August at 

the National Convention.  

As you probably know our member Pat Gettings lost 

her husband Fred on 1-2-17. Fred had been sick for 

many years but was a long time member of the 924 

Detachment and Past Commandant of the Depart-

ment of TN Many Bonnyman Detachment members 

and seven Auxiliary members attended the memorial 

service in Greeneville, TN on 1-12-17. The Auxiliary 

was represented by Deborah Evans and Alice Black-

ford both Past National Presidents, Inda Adams Past 

Southeast DivisionVice President, Patty Mullins cur-

rent Department of TN President and Connie Sexton 

current Depatment of TN Senoir Vice President as 

well as Sharon Hicks, Past President of the Depart-

ment of Florida. Including Pat Gettings, herself Past 

President of the Department of TN, six of the seven 

current or past Pesidents of the Department of Ten-

nessee were present. Thank you to these ladies and 

to the members of the Bonnyman Detachment for 

attending. In addition thanks to John Hicks, Tri-Cities 

Detachment for arranging the ceremonies and David 

Hatfield and George Sexton who did a great job with 

the MCL portion of the ceremony and Commandant 

Jim Williams who presented the certificate.  

Cookies this month will be by Connie Sexton.  

 

Connie Sexton, Unit President  

tel:(865)%20577-4745


January 2017                           THE BONNYMAN GAZETTE                                 Page 4 

   March Calendar 

Devil Dog Growl                            6 

Officers Meeting                           14 

Detachment Dine-In                     25 

Detachment Meeting                    28 

 STATUS OF MCLknox.org 

The Detachment website is currently being rebuilt 

from scratch by Marine Tim Shea.  The old site, 

MCLKnox.org, will still be up for some time, but will 

not be updated or used to post events or news. 

Look for the word when the new website is up and 

running.  

   February Calendar 

Officers Meeting                      7 

 
Detachment Meeting              28 

    

                                SCRATCHES FROM THE CLAWS OF THE BARKING DOG  

The 2017 Growl schedule is set!  Growls will be held on Monday, 6 March, 5 June, 

25 September, and 4 December.  All Growls will be held at Calhoun’s Restaurant 

in Bearden Hill.  Calhoun’s is located at 6515 Kingston Pike near the I-40 Papermill 

Road Exit in West Knoxville.  We meet in the private dining room on the left.  

Opening ceremonies will begin at 1800.    

                                                                                     Barking Dog                                                               

           RED BLAZERS AVAILABLE 

Marine Corps League type 2 button red 

blazers are available at uniformalwear-

house.com for $59.95-$69.95.  This compa-

ny offers good quality at great prices.  Offi-

cial MCL buttons must be purchased from 

the MCL National Ship’s Store and installed 

by you or your tailor. 

          April Calendar 

McGiveny Pistol Match              8 

Officers Meeting                       11       

Detachment Meeting                25 

   

MEMBERS NEEDED FOR THE HONOR GUARD 

The Detachment Honor Guard/Firing Detail is looking for new members 

to provide honors and salutes at memorial events and funerals.  Mem-

bers must be able to handle the M1 Rifle (9.5 pounds) and will need the 

League undress uniform (white SS shirt and Dress Blue trousers).  Ex-

pert training will be provided and no experience (other than Boot Camp) 

is necessary.  Contact Marine Lee Rhinemiller for details. 

USMC SUPPORT OF MARINE FUNERALS 

Family members of deceased Marines can request military hon-

ors for a funeral through the following Headquarters Marine 

Corps hotline: (866) 826-3628 

Do not call Marine Reserve Centers directly!  They cannot pro-

vide honors without direction from Headquarters Marine Corps. 

FRED GETTINGS OBITUARY 

Fredric Gettings, 82, of Greeneville passed away Monday, 
January 2, 2017 at his home. 
 
He was a graduate of Jefferson Union High School, in Rich-
mond, OH; graduate of Bowling Green College of Com-
merce, with a BS Degree, in Bowling Green, KY. He was 
personnel manager at Magnavox, and Paint Dept. Foreman 
at Metal Engineering. . He served in the Marine Corps from 
1954-1956. Mr. Gettings was a member of Lieutenant Alex-
ander Bonnyman Detachment Marine Corps League, Knox-
ville, TN. He was a past Commandant of Det. 924 of the 
Marine Corps League. Mr. Gettings attended Reformation 
Lutheran Church. 
He is survived by his wife of 57 years, Pat Barger Gettings; 
one sister, Sandra Gettings Smith and her husband, Glen; 
two step brothers, and their spouses, Harry Robert and Cas-
sie Porter, Bruce and Kay Porter;; several nieces and neph-
ews; sister in law, Glenda Barger Zombek. 
He was preceded in death by his parents, George and Ve-
ronia Porter. 
A memorial service will be held Thursday, January 12, 2017 
at 11am at Reformation Lutheran Church, with Rev. Jim 
Dumond officiating. He will be laid to rest at Ft. Steuben 
Burial Estate, in OH. Memorial contributions may be made 
to Reformation Lutheran Church, 400 W. Main Street, 
Greeneville, TN 37743 or the Greene County Humane Soci-
ety, 950 Hal Henard Road, Greeneville, TN 37743. 
Thoughts and memories may be shared with the family 
at www.jeffersmortuary.com Jeffers Funeral and Cremation 
Service is in charge of arrangements.  

http://www.jeffersmortuary.com/
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YOUNG MARINE REPORT by Kathy Winters                                      

                          AN IMPORTANT MESSAGE FOR DUES PAYING MEMBERS 
 
Marine Corps League National has initiated a procedure to make all member dues due o9/01 annually.  
This will take some time to transition but the group listed below due in January 2017 is set for the transition 
with a one-time payment of$ 14.00 annual dues.  Other groups have already been transitioned to 
09/01/2017 at the regular rate of 28.00.  The complete transition will be completed in 2017 mid-year. 
Please note, to keep the playing field level some will pay a reduced rate of $14.00 the first year, one time 
only. Those due in Jan 2017 that will pay $14.00 one-time only are listed below with their current due 
dates and the resulting due date by paying $14.00 now.  If your name appears below, your dues of $14.00 
are due currently. If your dues are due 1 March 2017, but prior to 1 July 2017, you may pay $14.00 in ad-
vance at any time starting now to complete the transition. 
When the transition is completed all member dues will be due annually prior to 1 September (08/31) of 
each year at the annual rate of $28.00.  This action will result in a saving to the League in excess of 
 $40,000.00 annually. 
 
            Currently due: 
      Due Date          Amount              New due date 
BAILEY  01/01/2017       $ 14.00     09/01/2017 
BUCKNA  01/01/2017       $ 14.00     09/01/2017 
EADES  01/01/2017       $ 14.00     09/01/2017 
HEIDBRINK  A 01/01/2017       $ 14.00     09/01/2017 
HEIDBRINK  J 01/01/2017       $ 14.00     09/01/2017 
HUMPHRIES  T 01/01/2017       $ 14.00     09/01/2017 
LONG   01/01/2017       $ 14.00     09/01/2017 
SCHMIDT  S  01/01/2017         $ 14.00     09/01/2017 
WINGER  01/01/2017       $ 14.00     09/01/2017 
BRYAN  02/01/2017       $ 14.00     09/01/2017 
MITCHELL  02/01/2017       $ 14.00     09/01/2017 
NARVESON  02/01/2017       $ 14.00     09/01/2017 
 
Please direct your questions and comments to: Lee Rhinemiller,  Paymaster rhinemiller@comcast.net or 
865 414 3460 

Continuing our tradition, the Lt Alexander Bonnyman Young Marines arrived in full force to participate in 
Wreaths Across America at the Veterans Cemetery at John Sevier, December 17, 2016.  It was a 
freezing cold morning.  The Young Marines unloaded the boxes off the delivery truck and got them ready 
for distribution after the ceremony.  We were invited to present the Colors.  After the ceremony, the 
Young Marines distributed the Wreaths to family members and other volunteers.  Unfortunately, this year, 
none of the Veterans Cemeteries in Knoxville reached their goal of having a Wreath for every grave.  

 

While we were at the Cemetery, we took time to view and discuss the new Gold Star Family Memorial.  
None of the Young Marines had a previous opportunity to see it.  Since we were at the groundbreaking in 
2016, it was a great follow though and a super history lesson.   

 

Bonnyman Young Marines will have a recruit class this Spring.  Parent Orientation will be held on 
.  If you know of a child interested in Young Marines, 

th
and class will start on March 11 

th
February 25
please have them call Larry Winters (865-388-7578) or go to our website at youngmarines.com for more 
information. 

mailto:rhinemiller@comcast.net


Lt. Alexander Bonnyman Det. # 924 

Marine Corps League 

Post Office Box 145 

Knoxville, TN 37901 

Lt. Alexander Bonnyman Detachment 924 

Marine Corps League 

Name______________________________________________    Phone (_________) ____________________      

Street Address________________________________  City_______  __________________  State_______  Zip Code __________+_______  

Date of Birth _____/____/____     E-Mail Address_____________________________  Service/Social Security No _____________________ 

Date of Enlistment/Commissioning _____/______/_____                                                    Date of Discharge/Retirement _____/_____/_____ 

Type of Application-  New (   )  Renewal (   )                                            Type of Membership- Regular Member  (   ) Associate (   ) Dual (   ) 

Have you ever been convicted of a felony?     (   ) YES  (   ) NO   If yes is checked, I agree to waive my rights under the Privacy Act and 

disclose the nature of my felony conviction for consideration of membership in the Marine Corps League.  

I hereby apply for membership in the Lt. Alexander Bonnyman Detachment, Marine Corps League, Department of Tennessee, and en-

close $28.00 for one year’s membership that includes a year’s subscription to the Marine Corps League quarterly magazine.   

I certify that I  am currently serving or have served honorably in the U. S. Marine Corps, on active duty, for not less than ninety (90)  days 

and earned the Eagle, Globe and Anchor,* or have served or am currently serving in the U. S. Marine Corps Reserve and have earned no 

less than ninety (90) Reserve Retirement Points or that I have served or am currently serving as a U. S. Navy Corpsman who has trained 

with Marine FMF Units in excess of ninety (90) days and earned the Marine Corps Device or Warfare Device worn on the Service Ribbon 

authorized for FMF Corpsman.  If discharged, I am in receipt of a DD Form 214 or Certificate of Discharge indicating “Honorab le ser-

vice.”  (“Honorable Service” will be defined by the last Form DD 214 or Certificate of Discharge that the applicant received).  General 

discharge under Honorable Conditions is acceptable.   By signature on this application, I hereby agree to provide proof of honorable 

service/discharge upon request.  I hereby authorize the National Executive Director, Marine Corps League to obtain an un-redacted copy 

of my latest DD Form 214 from the Marine Corps custodian of Official Military Personnel Files (OMPF), and/or verification of honorable 

service if deemed necessary to verify my eligibility for regular membership in the Marine Corps League.  I understand the DD Form 214 

may contain information such as military awards, training, and character of service.  

*(Korean War Era Marines See National Bylaws, Article 6, Section 600) 
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