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Lt. Alexander Bonnyman Detachment #924 Marine Corps League 
Minutes of Meeting of 29th October 2019 

Jim Williams, Commandant 

Time: 18h00 Location: Karns Youth Center, Karns, TN  
Presentation prior to the meeting: 
Larry Winters: Young Marines provided cake and refreshment in honor of its birthday. We had a 
great time at the Mud Run. No injuries. We have a lot going on this week. It’s “Red Ribbon 
Week”. It commemorates Camera who was a DEA agent. Who was kidnapped, tortured, and 
murdered. So every year we celebrate his service to our country. And our Young Marines are 
responsible for holding that program throughout the United States. So we have 300 units. 
10,000 kids roughly doing what are kids did to you. (Red Ribbons were pinned on each 
member.) This past Saturday we did something new which was complete DDR Dash. That the 
National Young Marines are requiring all Young Marine Units to do. It just lets the community 
out there know you can have a drug free life. Tonight we are celebrating the Young Marines 
Birthday. We’re 60 years.  We have a dedication to Joe Edelman, at Camp Bonnyman on the 
10th of November at 14h00. Lois Edelman Joe’s wife is here tonight. We are naming the range at 
Camp Bonnyman for Joe. The sign is already up. You can’t miss it. It is 10’ long and says Col Joe 
Edelman. I want you all to come out if you can.  
Kathy Winters: Could you talk about the founders of this group. LW: This group was founded by 
the Marine Corps League in 1997. Vern Tassey was here. Dave Hatfield. The main instigator was 
Virgil Young. Can I see the hands of past unit commanders. Bill Voight, Vern Tassey. Could I 
have my Young Marines come forward? This first one here is Robert Throckmorton he 14 years 
old. First Sergeant. He’s been a platoon Sgt. He was Young Marine of the year last year. Next is 
GySgt Kouza. He is now our outstanding Young Marine this year. Next is Natalie Throckmorton. 
She is Robert’s twin. You look at her and wonder what happened to him. Next is Young Marine 
Sgt Percell. Just transferred to us from Lancaster California. Look at my Young Marines and look 
at how they take care of their uniforms. Their covers, their boots. These are Marines in the 
making. We have 19 former Young Marines in the Military serving.  (Round of applause). 
Recognize Mrs. Throckmorton the mother of the twins. Mr. Percell. A Washington Marine and 
former LA police Officer. He has been asked to take over the shooting team.  

 A Memorial Service was held, in memory of Marine Roberts, Marine Maples and Marine Bob 
Banks. The Charter was draped. 

Call to order: Commandant Williams called the meeting to order at 18h30, and ordered Sgt-At-
Arms Saathoff to Advance and Post the Colors, and to lead the membership in The Pledge of 
Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America. Chaplain Gordon led us in the opening 
prayer. Commandant Williams asked Sgt-At-Arms to declare the meeting open for the 
transaction of official business. 

Adjutant called the Roll of Detachment Officers: 
Commandant: Jim Williams (JW)       Present  
Sr. Vice Commandant: Travis L.  Bryan (TLB)  Excused 
Junior Vice Commandant: David Terwell (DT) Present  
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Judge Advocate: David Hatfield (DH)   Present 
Junior Past Commandant: Tim Eichhorn (TE)  Present 
Adjutant: Eric P. Nash (EPN)    Present  
Paymaster:  Lee Rhinemiller (LR)     Present  
Chaplain: Gordon Adams (GA)   Present  
Sergeant-At-Arms: John “Stony” Saathoff (JS) Present 
Web Sergeant: Tim Shea (TS)    Present 

Applications for membership: None. 
1. Commandant Jim Williams: We have had too many Memorial Services this month. 

Remember Marine Roberts and Marine Maples. Two of our members who have passed. 
2. Adjutant Eric Nash: Minutes of previous meeting are posted on the web and accepted 

without change.  
3. JW: Correspondence. 

a. I said this at the officer meeting. I royally messed up. I put the wrong date down on 
Marine Maples funeral. I got there I was the only one there. The big thing was the last 
words anyone understood from him. In lieu of flowers, he wanted donations sent to the 
MCL. So I feel about that tall. I ask for your forgiveness.  

b. From Freddie T. Barron MD: Dear Sirs, Please accept this donation in the memory of Mr. 
John Maples Jr. He was very proud of his service in the Marines. And spoke about it 
often. Mr. Maples was a delightful gentleman and will be missed. It was our honor to 
care for him. We will send him a thank you.    

4. Paymaster Lee Rhinemiller:  
a. We have the Alexander Bonnyman Memorial Service coming up. Right now we only 

have 4 rifles. We need you to step up. If anyone can get free.  
b. Your Detachment has filled a 990 with the IRS.  The terrible solicitation report. I am 

happy to tell you. We are the first in the state to have all our credentials filed. 
c. We have had a communication problem of late. An example is the recent death notices.   

Someone gets a hold of it and ask me to send it out. All I know is the guy has passed 
away. I end up getting 10 or 12 messages asking when where and how of the funeral. 
When you get this information try to get a hold of the obituary. Or try to point to 
someone who knows what’s going on. So we don’t create the confusion. The 
opportunity for wrong dates and so on. So when you get word keep your ear to the 
ground. If you leave it to two or three of us we will probably miss something. So let us 
know. We’ll follow up with it. We got to tighten up. In the last three days, I have 
received nearly 30 e-mails for the 3 Marines that passed away.  And I could not answer 
any of them properly. If we put out the information right the first time, it would have 
been all over. 

d. The detailed breakdown of the financial report of the paymaster is on file with the official 

copy of the minutes and available upon request by members in good standing. 
5. JW: Sick and Distressed. Remember Al Descourouez, Travis Bryan. 
6. Commandant Jim Williams Report. 

a. Congratulations to all the Mud Run people. You guys did a fantastic job. I don’t know 
how we can do it with ¾ of our people older than dirt. But we do it every year.  
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b.  I was sick through most of that time. Thought it was a sinus thing it was walking 
pneumonia.  

c. 1st November 2019 is the USMC Birthday Dinner. Today is the cut off. Steak and shrimp. 
d. 11th November 2019 is the Veterans Day Parade.  

i. DH: 09h00. Park in the double deck garage. We don’t have a number yet. We’ll be 
close to the coliseum on Church Street. Uniform of the day? Wear something red. 
Invite your wife. 

ii. 8th November 2019 Veterans Day Luncheon. Its $30.00. It’s the Army this year. It’s 
going to be at the Knoxville Hotel. I have 4 seats left. At 11h30 to 13h00.  

iii. 18th November 2019 Ben Atchley Veterans Home for a cake cutting. For the Marines 
and everyone else there. Right now we have a member who is there. Jerry Moats. 
Red Shirt and Red Covers. 14h00.  

e. 22nd November 2019 is the Bonnyman Memorial Service. What we do is go to the 
cemetery where he is buried. We have a memorial. Where we read his Medal of Honor 
citation. Taps and if we have it rifles salute to Lt Bonnyman. Red Jacket and cover. Young 
Marines are doing the color guard. The Bonnyman VFW from Tellico Village will be 
there.  Time is at 11h00. We want everyone to come. We’ll send out an e-mail. 

f. Tomorrow at 10h00 Funeral for Marine Banks. It down in Seymour 
7. Jr Vice commandant David Terwell. 

a. Working on a date of birth data base and the e-mails. 
b. I’m trying to recruit. I did have 3 potential members in the works. But they seemed to 

have slipped away. I did meet one fellow at the Honor air flight. He’s a Corpsman. Seems 
excited about attending. Sent him follow ups, but he had to be out of town today. 

8. Judge Advocate David Hatfield. 
a. The Memorial Service we did for those three Marines tonight. If they walked into the 

room tonight, could you recognize them? They were sick for years. A lot of you new 
members may not have met them. I think every member should have their picture on 
the web site. So at the birthday dinner, we’ll be taking photographs. EPN: Dave. Anyone 
who had their picture taken tonight raise your hand. (Most of the room.) You came in 
late. I got started early on the project. DH: Do they need to sign a waiver? We have the 
boot camp photos on there. And the active duty photos. Some of the boot camp 
pictures say deceased. 

b. Back to the Mud Run. We got a lot of thankyous'. For hours and hours of work. Rick 
Freytag, let us use his Kubota. I used my Bobcat. Stower’s rental, that big backhoe. Free 
and the auger. Really a big help. You were a big help. For the construction and race day 
itself. A lot of lessons learned what not to do. What not to let the fire dept do to us. We 
had the Tarzan Swing down there and the Fire Dept came in and filled that mud pit from 
50 yards away. They saturated that area. The poles were going back and forth. We had 
to shut it down. EPN: Then it became the best mud pit on the course. DH: Three feet of 
water. By the end of the run there was three feet of mud. Two foxy ladies asked Eric to 
take their picture. Then went in the pit and one of them lost both shoes. And had to 
finish the race with no shoes. EPN: Did we ever find those 12 runners? DH: Race 
solutions was concerned that 12 runners did not cross the finish line. Yes they did. They 
lost their bibs. With the electronic strip.   
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c. We have an outstanding parade float. You didn’t show up last year because it was 
raining. Bring an umbrella. I stayed dry under an umbrella. We still went. We don’t know 
it might be 50 degrees. It might be 20 degrees. Dress accordingly. The citizens of 
Knoxville really appreciate you. They love to see you in a parade. Going down Gay Street 
with that Marine Hymn echoing off the building. They recognize that and cheer us on. 
EPN: And they were out there in the rain with us.  

d. 2 meeting ago I told you about the pass codes to the National Web. How many have 
visited the National web site? Not many. The site codes is ---- (See the Adjutant for the 
Code). You can capture pictures from Semper Fi magazines. 

e. We use to get two to three e-mails a day. We had to talk to the new Department 
Commandant. No matter how ridiculous they were passed on. To Past Department 
Commandants and present Detachment Commandants. 

f. Last Saturday we had a Division Paymaster course. We need a Lee (Rhinemiller) 
assistant. The training will be put on a DVD or post it on the Division web site. They 
messed up and used real names and numbers.   

g. When you meet a prospective member, don’t just give them your information get their 
information also.  

h. We are having a hard time maintaining our 200 member Gazette mail out. We have to 
pay $.50 a piece instead of $.17 apiece. That’s a big difference. So we do not mind 
sending news letters to prospective members. Get a name and an address. 

i. We give Christmas food/fruit baskets at Christmas. We like to visit our shut-ins and 
Widows/Widowers. Q: Howard Raines: Do we still send newsletters to widows and 
families. A: Yes. 

9. Chaplain Gordon Adams. No report. 
10. WebSgt Tim Shea.  

a. Web site is up to date. I encourage all to go there. There is always something new. We 
now have the announcement about “Wreaths Across America”. This document that 
Chaplain was reading from. Eric references the minutes from the meeting. They are on 
there.  

b. I just put things up there you guys want. After I run them by the Commandant. I have 
been given things by outside groups that were soliciting. I used to run those by the 
Commandant and then I realized we do not want those. So I do not put those up.  

c. Sam and I were talking a few minutes ago about the Mud Run. We have drone footage 
from a few years ago that were going to put up on the Mud Run archives. It would be 
nice if we had photos by other peoples of the Mud Run. 

11. Jr Past Commandant Tim Eichhorn. 
a. We have participant Mud Run t-shirts for the Mud Run $10.00. 
b. Tim called forward and recognized all those who have helped with the Mud Run and 

presented them with Mud Run Medals left over from the 2000 Mud Run.  
c. Thank you to Rick for the use of his Kubota. He presented Howard Raines with a toy 

Backhoe. We had a complaint last year there was not enough mud. Howard had gone 
through and scraped the bottom of all the pits and really made them muddy when the 
water went in. 
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d. Carlos Rues was given a white Hardhat. With Last year’s Mud Run sticker on it. He was 
out there every day and brought his family out. You are the MVP. Adorn this any way 
you want. Pass it on next year; He also brought out his son, daughter and wife.  Howard 
Raines: Then he worked the Safety Break for three days. 

12. Commandant Williams: At the Officers meeting there was a vote to bring this before the 
body. Very important. The people involved will get a chance to explain who what where 
when why. I’m going to start off with Tim Eichhorn. This is in reference to the money we 
budgeted for the Marine Reserves if they worked the Mud Run.  
a. TE: In the budget we planned for. I forget how much, we budgeted per Marine. Reservist 

serving with Delta Company. If they came out and volunteer their time with the Mud 
Run. We would pay for their Birthday Ball ticket, at their Birthday Ball. The ticket price is 
$55.00. After I got to meet these Marines that came out and did it. There were 9 of 
them. 1 staff NCO, mostly LCpl. We had them showing up at 07h00, leaving at 14h00. A 
lot of us as volunteers worked a lot harder and a lot longer. I get that. 1 or 2 brought a 
spouse or girl friend I’m not sure exactly. They worked for approximately 7 hours. In my 
estimation and talking to these Marines. My recommendation is, that we pay for these 
Marines dates or spouse to the ball also. The motion is, that was voted on by the 
officers. And was voted on by the officers to bring to you. To vote on and affirm. 
Motion: Is that we not only pay for the individual Marines but their spouse and/or dates 
also. For the Marine Birthday Ball. So instead of $55.00 a Marine its $110.00 a Marine. 
They were active with the runners. They were jumping in the water climbing in the 
pipes. Carlos’s wife work with one she said was real animated young man. We said if 
they came out there we would pay for their ticket. So roughly 7 divided into $55.00 is 
roughly $8.00. In today’s world, Young LCpl. My suggestion was, voted on by the officers 
and approved. And brought to you. Is that we pay for their dates and give them $16.00 
an hour. That’s the motion. 2nd Sam Ruble.      

b. Commandant: Discussion. 
i. Commandant: I cannot talk. (Turned over the meeting to the Jr. Vice). Stepped out to 

speak.  Before we get going on this I want to play devil’s advocate.  This is exactly 
what I said at the (Officers) meeting. I always treat money as my money. You should 
do the same. It’s your money. The budget was approved for $500.00. The motion was 
made that we should change the budget and pay for these Marines dates’. I don’t 
agree with it, I’m sorry. But I only have an opinion and a vote. We did not vote on 
that for the budget. And we had a discussion on the budget. You might look at this as 
$500.00 and Tim made this Mud Run a success. And I’m not taking that away from 
anyone. But it’s our money. We’re supposed to be in charge of it. I’m not going to 
mention the dog we bought one time. HR: Half a dog. Anyway, that’s my discussion. 
Anyone else? 

ii. Larry Waters: This is called the “Marine” Mud Run. I was in a cart. We visited every 
pit. I saw these Marines working. We don’t have the people to do that job. I saw an 
SSgt with his wife and little boy. In the “Mud Crawl”. And she’s down there with a 
rope helping people out of that thing. She as much a Marine as that Marine is.  
Because she supports him. We wouldn’t have a Marine Corps if we didn’t have wives.  
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So what did we raise this money for if we couldn’t take care of our own? We can’t 
take care of anybody.  

iii. EPN: Along that same line as Marine Winters was saying. I was on the course taking a 
lot of pictures. One of the runners went down. She had not hydrated well. Those 
Marines went into their personal cooler. Pulled out their personal Gatorade and 
feeding it to this girl to get her back up and going again. It’s what we do. I was a 
Marine at Company “D” for many years. Some of you were in there with me. I 
remember those days when I was an LCpl, things were tight. This is one way we can 
give back to the reserves. They supported us over the years. It wasn’t their fault they 
had to pull out of it. Let them go to the Ball and have a great time. It will give good 
will from us to the reserves. It will be remembered. I ask that you vote for it. 

iv. David Hatfield: Being the Judge Advocate. I might be the devil’s advocate as well. 
How about you Marines that worked out there for 7 days. Are you going to pay for 
your own dinner? Some of you 7 days, 5 days, some of you 1 day. Also the Marine I&I 
staff there were 3 of those. They put this on their Volunteer Meritorious Service 
Medal.  

v. Rick Freytag: If they are putting in for the medal they cannot be financially 
reimbursed. JW: They’re not. They are getting tickets bought for them. They cannot 
handle money.  

c. Vote: Show of hands 18 for 9 against. Motion passed.  
d. TE: When Lee (Rhinemiller) spoke about 1200 runners. I told this group 3 months ago 

that at 600 runners, half of what we actually got, we would be profitable. With the 
number we’re looking at. If it is not the most profitable Mud Run ever it is not far 
behind. We are thankful to those Young Marines that came out. I can’t think what we 
would do with our money except to support our Marines and our Sailors. Ben Atchley 
and everything it goes for. Frankly it was inconceivable to me that we not spend our 
money on our young Marines. And I will ask for your forgiveness. At the Reserve Center I 
took liberty and told them to take those 9 Marines that the GySgt has a list of, verified 
by our volunteer coordinator that was on site that day. I told them to cover those 9 
other tickets. If it had not been approved I would have paid the difference of, $450.00 
myself. I get it. It’s our money. I get it when we go to steak and shrimp dinner. We pay 
$20 a head. What’s the actual meal cost? JW: #39.00. TE: So were paying each of us 
$20.00.  So the math works out for everyone to benefit. You all worked really hard. And I 
am happy we can send these Marines and their dates to the Ball. And really I hope it 
pays off next year and instead of 9 we get 19. I hope we have $2,000.00 dollars in 
expenses from the Mud Run next year.  Really good place for our money to go. So Lee if 
you would, a check for $990.00. And I will drop it by the Reserve center.  

e. Commandant: I think some people are making a deal out of something. It’s my job as 
Commandant. I am responsible. For everything that goes on in this league. It comes 
down to me. Money comes down to me. It goes to Lee. Guess who I hear from? I hear 
from Lee. Then I hear from the Judge Advocate. I got rules to go by. And if you read 
what were supposed to do, with our money, according to National. That’s my job. I 
don’t care to give away every dime we got. It’s up to you. You’re the body. I am just the 
one who sits here every month and keep it going.    
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f. DH: Sir Commandant, clarification. (To the body) Your officers cannot spend money 
unless it in the budget. We’re not authorized to spend $500.00 more for those tickets.  
Without your permission. That’s why we had to have a motion. We can’t even vote on it 
at the officers meeting unless you approve it. Because we work under a budget. That 
you approved. So just because we discussed it at the officers meeting and it passed 
unanimously. But still we had to bring it up to the body. You are the ones that have to 
say yes or no. So don’t think of it as criticizing everybody. No. We want to get away from 
that half a dog purchase. Walked in the building cold and left with $7,000.00 from a 
knee jerk reaction. Thank you. 

g. Commandant: So you can see why we have to do this. So I bring it to you. This old boy 
has two months. Then you’ll have a new Commandant. And he will have to face the 
same thing. Some of them we don’t like. And some of them, you look at us and say what 
the h--- did you say that for.  Because we have to. Not because we want to. It’s always 
your money. I have to treat it like it’s mine and then I have to put it up to you.  

13. DH: I need 4 volunteers to push the cake. These are only people who are going to the 
dinner. Bill (Voight) you don’t get to volunteer you’re drafted. I always like to see Bill at that 
cake. I can remember every Marine Corps Birthday Bill at the cake. So I need three more 
volunteers. DH: There’s not four handles one can do it. JW: Ok Bill the cakes all yours. Bill: 
Wait how big is this cake. A: Not as big as you are.  Tegzes: You got jump out of it. (LOL) JW: 
You going to bring your $600.00 sword? Naw, naw we’re going with the Mameluke. Who’s 
bringing their sword?  DT: I already got his sword. JW: Remember not to clean it. Raines: 
That cake has been the nicest white cake since forever, right? JW: Yes. HR: This year it going 
to be red. JW: Red velvet? HR: No red icing.   

14. Kathy Winters: Wreaths across America. 
a. I always told you I would beg for money In October. Guess what this is? This is “Wreath 

Across America” month. This year’s goal is to cover every veteran’s grave in all three 
cemeteries. That’s 8,000 graves. We’ve cracked our nut. National has always been the 
step child. Various groups all across the area are working hard to raise money to cover 
all three cemeteries. Last year we didn’t cover any of them. So this year we’re off to a 
good start. So I need your help. So Tunnel Rat I need you to pass the hat. The wreaths 
are $15.00 and in all honesty and transparency, the Young Marines get $5.00 for each 
wreath.  

b. If you don’t have your money or your check. Go to the web site. Enter the code. 
TN0034P that’s us. 

c. DH: How much is the detachment providing? JW: $500.00 It already in the budget.  
d.  The hat was passed. Sgt at Arms counted the money. And $342.00 was collected. 

15. Announcements: 
a. Howard Raines: Knox Vet Center is holding a clothing drive. They are looking for coats. 

Unit #28 at the Veterans Administration. Down Town West Blvd. And whatever you put 
in there goes to the Veterans. Notice being placed on the web site.  

b. Kathy Winters: We have a dedication to Joe Edelman on the 10th of November at Camp 
Bonnyman. Dedicating the Range in his name. JW: And if you didn’t know him you really 
missed out.  
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c. Carlos Reyes: This is the 36th anniversary of the Beirut bombing. I was there a couple of 
weeks before and got to see a couple of friends from boot camp. And I want to thank all 
of you as I think my old friends and my new friends. JW: If you go to Camp Lejeune. They 
use to call it Montford Point now Camp Johnson. That Memorial is up. Don’t miss it if 
you go.  

d. EPN: Sir Commandant we have an anniversary tonight. Would the Marine who signed up 
umpteen years ago rise. Bill Henson signed up 74 years ago, and joined the USMC.  

e. David Hatfield: If we wait until 19h00 we will be there till midnight. 17h45 will be social 
hour. We want to start at 18h30.  

f. Vern Tassey: The North Knoxville Young Marines thank you for your support. We will be 
cutting a cake at the Expo Center next Saturday.  

g. Commandant: We will be reviewing the 26th of November meeting date at the Officers 
Meeting due to it being Thanksgiving week.  

End of Meeting: Sgt-At-Arms retired the colors. Chaplain led us in the closing prayer. 
Commandant Williams adjourned the meeting at 20h00. 
Respectfully Submitted,  
 
 
 
Eric P. Nash 
Detachment Adjutant 


