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Lt. Alexander Bonnyman Detachment #924 
Marine Corps League 

Minutes of the Meeting of the 31st of July 2018 

Tim Eichhorn, Commandant 

Location: Naval Operations Center, Marine Corps Reserve Center, Knoxville, TN  
Presentation prior to the meeting: 
Prior to the meeting the Mud Run committee met. 
Marine Ken DeBoer provided sandwiches and drinks. 

Call to order: Commandant Eichhorn called the meeting to order at 18h30, and ordered Sgt-At-
Arms to Advance and Post the Colors, and to lead the membership in The Pledge of Allegiance 
to the Flag of the United States of America.  Chaplain Rich led us in the opening prayer. 

Commandant Eichhorn asked Sgt-At-Arms to declare the meeting open for the transaction of 
official business. Commandant Eichhorn proceeded to recognize dignitaries in attendance. 
Past Detachment Commandants Dave Hatfield, George Sexton, Bill Henson, Karl Ekstrom,  
Nolan Sharbel, Jeff Tegzes, Virgil Young, Howard Raines (&MI), Jim Williams, Dale Hatfield 
(Clarksville) and David Cates. 

Adjutant called the Roll of Detachment Officers: 
Commandant: Tim Eichhorn       Present  
Sr. Vice Commandant: Travis Bryan  Excused  
Junior Vice Commandant: Sam Ruble  Present  
Judge Advocate: David Z. Cates  Excused 
Junior Past Commandant: Jim Williams Present 
Adjutant: Eric P. Nash    Present  
Paymaster:  Lee Rhinemiller     Present  
Chaplain: Pearl Rich     Excused  
Sergeant-At-Arms: John “Stony Saathoff Present 
Web Sergeant: Tim Shea   Present 

Acting Officer: Chaplain Leroy Brown. 

Applications for membership: None. 
Received the transfer form for Dale Hatfield from the Clarksville Detachment. 

OLD BUSINESS: 

Adjutant’s Report: Eric Nash.  
A. Minutes of previous meeting accepted as posted on the web. 
B. Americanism: Eric Nash. 

a. Anyone who attended a 4th of July or any other patriotic event in the last month and 
got pictures. Please get them to me. I need them for the Americanism Book. 

i. You were on the Parade float in Powell (Gerald Madden). Get them to me. 
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C. Paymaster Report: Lee Rhinemiller. 
a. The detailed breakdown of the report of the paymaster is on file with the official 

copy of the minutes and available upon request by members in good standing. 
b. Finished up the year in good shape. 

D. Correspondence received: None. 
E. Report of the Officers: 

a. Commandant: Tim Eichhorn. 
i. What I need to share with you, is how each member of this Detachment 

seems to step up and fill the voids. We have members, who transition, move 
away, other who get sick or unable to attend or participate. I really want to 
commend you and thank you. When the mud run (passed out flyers) shows 
up on our budget. When we show the income of the year and 2/3rds is from 
the mud run. And when I got dropped unceremonly or ceremonly dumped in 
my lap at the last week of June here you are the Mud Run Chairman. Because 
people had to step down. I walked into the Mud run meeting in July and said 
we need to put this off till the Spring, there no way we can get this done in 
September. There a couple of old salts around the room. What was it Chesty 
use to say, “Old breed, new breed just as long as its Marine Breed” I’m 
paraphrasing. The old salts sitting around the room saying “your panicking, 
back up, that hill is not too far away nor to steep. You need to proceed 
forward”.    

ii. We laid some ground work in July. Larry (Winters) with Volunteers. David 
Hatfield with construction. Sam (Ruble) with advertising. Jeff (Tegzes) with 
his demeanor he has. Hey I got the lower half of the race. Don’t worry about 
it. So we went about in the last month, we got the insurance in place. 
Registration started picking up like we wanted it to.  I know I am jumping 
ahead to the Mud Run, but we are on pace where we were the last couple of 
years, consistently. As your Commandant. I have got to tell you.  We walked 
into to today’s Mud Run meeting and people stepped up. From your 
Commandant thank you.  

iii. If there is a spot on the rope, and there is always a spot on the rope, where 
you can get your hands and start pulling and helping out. Please take 
advantage of that. You are needed. And again from your Commandant thank 
you.  We are going to make this happen. And come September 16th were all 
going to be happy it did come. Because as lee is going to show us in the 
budget 2/3rd to almost 70% of the budget comes from the Mud Run. 

b. Junior Vice Commandant: Sam Ruble. 
i. 31 days after that (1st September) your dues will be delinquent. 

c. Jr. Past Commandant: Jim Williams. No Report. 
d. Sergeant-At-Arms: John Saathoff. No Report. 
e. Safety Break: Howard Raines. 

i. Jim Williams won the gift card to Calhoun’s. 
ii. I have openings for the Labor Day Safety Break. 
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f. Commandant: We Had the Department Conference in June. This Detachment hosted 
it. 

i. Brian Hudgens was recognized as the Tennessee Pack Devil Dog of the Year. 
ii. Larry George there was a great picture of you in the Farragut Parade. 

iii. Gerald Madden was at the Powell Parade on the 4th. With the North Knoxville 
Young Marines. 

1. G. Madden: The Young Marines were there and other Veterans it was 
great. 

g. Web Sergeant: Tim Shea. 
i.  Commandant: We do have a presence on Facebook. Marine Corps League 

MCL Knox. 
ii. I encourage you to go to MCLKnoxville.org it has all the up to date 

information.  
iii. Commandant: Tim Shea does a great job keeping our web site up to date. 

h. Annual Budget: Lee Rhinemiller. Copies of the proposed budget were passed out. 
i. Commandant: We have a limited number of copies. Please share. 

ii. The Budget process. What you see here tonight.  If you see what you want 
any correction or additions submit them to the Budget committee. We do a 
semi-annual walk through the budget we adjust it. And at that time we can 
put in additions or corrections. 

iii. Budget is available to those in good standing, upon request. 
iv. We will review the budget again in 6 months. 

Motion: Commandant Eichhorn: Budget for 2018-2019 is presented from the budget 
committee. A show of hands for those to accept the budget as presented. Passed by hand vote.   

i. Commandant: This is a loaded question. Who listen to NPR? They do this segment 
where they put someone in a sound booth and they tell their life story. Bill Henson 
your family did this for you. They came to Knoxville and interviewed you for an hour 
and half. Was video recorded on his experience by “Witness to War”.  And they gave 
your family 3 copies of the DVD. 

j. Commandant: Marine-4-Life Program. 
i. At a previous meeting we had the Marine-4-Life Coordinator visit us. Need a 

point of contact in our Detachment. 
ii. So that when Marines are coming off active duty we can be the friendly voice 

with a red cover with an Eagle, Globe and Anchor, here in Knoxville. To help 
them transition from active duty to civilian. 

iii. The benefit would be Introduce them to being a MCL member. No longer in 
uniform but in our uniform. 

iv. I would like to have 3-4 volunteers. 
v. Joe Esway volunteered. If you think more about that let me know. 

k. Young Marines-  
(a) Young Marines North Knoxville Unit: Vern Tassey. 

(i) Thank you for buying the beef sticks and your support. 
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(ii) 20 years ago, my wife and I met with 3 colonels. Little did I know how 
much time I was going to dedicate to getting the Young Marines started. 
Back then no one knew about the Young Marines. 

(iii)  J.R. Scott is the C.O. 
(iv) They were in the Powell Parade on the 4th. 

(b) Young Marines Lt Alexander Bonnyman Unit: Larry Winters. 
(i) Busy Month. Back from Pensacola in June.  
(ii) I have been very busy. I just spent a week ago at MCRD San Diego and 

Camp Pendleton. At Drill and Ceremony school. We did not have anyone 
in the unit that could teach drill and ceremony. National sent me and 
several others to DI school. I got to tell you. It’s rough. I am 75 years old. I 
had to 5 o’clock in the morning. Get dressed run a half a mile to PT field. 
PT for an hour, and then run back a half mile. Get dressed. Go to 
breakfast at 6. Then it was class room or drill. And you had to have a 
good sense of humor because there were three drill instructors after you 
constantly. And it was all paid for.  

(iii) The 12th SgtMaj of the Marine Corps Gene Overstreet and I were bunk 
mates. We were in a DI room with two bunks. And shared a bathroom 
together. This guy got things done. He walked into a room and Generals 
stood up. Needed a drill instructor he got one. Needed a Blackhawk 
helicopter, he got one. 

(iv) Came back on Saturday and left on Monday, to Camp Perry where I 
became a master instructor in 3 different fields. We spent a day and half 
in a class room and another half day taking test and 11 of us fired 7,000 
rounds. All kinds of weapons shotguns pistols and rifles, for a day and 
half. Again I was with SgtMaj Overstreet for the week. 

(v) We have a recruit class starting on Saturday. 
l. Strategic Planning Dave Hatfield. 

i. Went to the Marine Family Day (Co D 4th CEB) at Concord Park. Met the Bn. 
SgtMaj, the C.O. The Chaplain for the Region here. The Reserve C.O. The 
Reserve X.O 

ii. They did not know about the Scholarship program. Apparently they did not 
get the word. So they got my cards. And we will be getting a letter out to 
them in February. What our requirements are.  

iii. Lady with the Rose Program was ill. Her daughter will be getting that too us 
soon. The Marine Rose program is like the Poppy Program but it is done all 
year long. The Tri-Cites Detachment did this at Sam’s Club for four hours and 
raised $1,600.00. Why are we not doing that? We are getting roses and 
seeing if we can get in on that program. Howard (Raines) said we should go 
out to Publix. 

iv. The after action report from the convention. Is that complete yet? J. Tegzes:  
It is complete but has not been mailed. Hatfield: There were 27 Devil Dogs at 
the Growl. Need to be added to the report.  

v. 11th of August will be at the National Convention in New York State. 
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vi. National Scholarship. Have almost 300 applications. Had almost a dozen 
sponsor’s names that did not show up on the National Roster. After talking 
with National we found out three of the sponsors were dead. Next year the 
sponsor will be required to sign. Have not had that before. That really upset a 
lot of people. Results should be posted next month. We had the Daughter of 
one Bonnyman member apply. 

vii. Appreciate you paying for those cards and labels to help support the 
scholarships. 

m. Safety Break: Howard Raines. All slots filled.  
n. Commandant: Ken DeBoer, great sandwiches. 
o. Chaplain Report: Leroy Brown. 

i. Remember Pearl Rich, and Lois Edelman. 

End of Meeting: Sgt-At-Arms retired the colors. Chaplain led us in the closing prayer. 
Commandant Eichhorn adjourned the meeting at 19h30.  
Next Detachment meeting is 28th of August 2018 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

Eric P. Nash 
Detachment Adjutant 


