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The Bonnyman Gazette is the official 

newsletter of the Lt. Alexander Bonny-

man Detachment #924 Marine Corps 

League, PO Box 53293, Knoxville, TN 

37950.  Articles and photos are due to 

the Editor no later than the 15th of 

each month.  The Editor is Jeff Tegzes,  

(865) 809-1585. 

Detachment & Auxiliary Meetings 

We meet monthly on the last Tues-

day of the month at the VFW Post 

5154, 2561 Hobbs Road, Louisville, 

TN 37777.  Social hour begins at 

1730 followed by a business meet-

ing at 1830. 

Detachment Officers 

Commandant 

Ken DeBoer (865) 771-8025 

Junior Past Commandant 

Jim Williams (865) 740-4155 

Senior Vice Commandant 

Carlos Reyes (865) 888-1613 

Junior Vice Commandant 

David Terwell (970) 531-8173 

Adjutant 

Eric Nash (865) 693-5711 

Paymaster 

Lee Rhinemiller (865) 414-3460 

Chaplain 

Ron Naugle (571) 565-6980    

Judge Advocate 

Mike Napierkowski (908) 910-4193 

Sergeant-at-Arms 

Aaron Brown (910) 787-3897 

Web Sergeant: mclknoxville.org 

Tim Shea (865) 408-7900 

Detachment Quartermaster 

Larry George (865) 789-6535 

Ladies Auxiliary President 

Charlene Cotton ((865) 279-4652 

THE BONNYMAN GAZETTE 

COMMANDANT’S CORNER 

Hello Marines,  

This past week we lost a very active member of our Detachment, Jim Williams, Past 

Commandant and friend to many.  God rest his soul. He was a great leader and 

guide, who was always ready to step into positions of need for the Detachment. He is 

another great loss to MCL 924. We again need to fill the void from his departure. 

Goodbye Jim, "Semper Fi”, you will be gravely missed. 

Jim requested cremation and the date of the ceremony at East Tennessee State Vet-

erans Cemetery on John Sevier Highway has not been set.  Updates will be forthcom-

ing ASAP.  Please attend the ceremony when announced - we all need to show our 

gratitude and respect. 

We are going to have the annual "Toys for Tots" breakfast on Dec 5th. Doors open at 

8:00 am and breakfast will be served at 9:00 am.  Please attend and bring an un-

wrapped gift for a needy child. The Officers and children thank you for showing you 

care. 

We did well on the rose program and awakened another source of revenue for the 

Detachment.  Info to be announced at the next meeting, which, thank you for asking, 

is Tuesday, Nov 24th.  Please come to share the Brotherhood. 

Due to weather concerns, we had to cancel the Car Show and will be rescheduled at 

a date in Spring or Summer 2021. I wish you all to know Bill Paolercio really put the 

Car Show together and worked tirelessly many, many hours to make it happen, how-

ever Mother Nature interceded. Thank you, Bill, for the dedication and strength you 

put forth for the Detachment.  

The Bonnyman Memorial ceremony will be on Nov 22nd at 11:00 am.  Honor Guard, 

Young Marines, and VFW 12135 will be attending.  

I must mention Senior Vice Commandant Carlos Reyes who 

works so hard helping the elderly and shut-ins within the commu-

nity on a daily basis and still guides the Detachment on its jour-

ney.  Thank You, Carlos. 

The Marine Birthday was a great success with 45 at-

tendees.  Thank you to all who attended and Happy 245th Ma-

rines!  May God bless!   

Next Meeting, Tues Nov 24th at VFW 5154. 

Semper Fi, Ken DeBoer, Commandant 

NEW MEMBER 

Marine Larry Dennis was sworn in as the 

newest member of the Alexander Bonny-

man Detachment at the October meeting.  

Larry served with MAG 26 from 1971-

1975.  Welcome aboard Larry!  
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FROM THE CHAPLAIN                                                                                        

 Pearl Harbor  

“Righteousness exalteth a nation....” Proverbs 14:34  

My thoughts are focused on one of the greatest generals in the history of the world. He led twelve divisions 

out of the Prisoner of War Camps in Egypt. He was the human instrument that God used to pen the Penta-

teuch, meaning the first five books of the Bible. They are Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, and Deuter-

onomy. His name was Moses. The book of Deuteronomy is a series of sermons, addressing those who 

would eventually become part of a great nation. The book is divided into a backward look (at past victories 

and defeats), an inward look (of repentance and faith), an upward look (from whence cometh our help and 

strength), and a forward look (anticipating with a new resolve to engage in opportunities for service, and 

achieve new victories).  

As we solemnly remember the anniversary of Japan’s attack on Pearl Harbor, we take a ‘backward look’ to 

December 7, 1941, “a date which will live in infamy.” We see a nation that was lulled into complacency and 

vulnerable to foreign aggression. The United States of America was suddenly and deliberately attacked by 

the Naval and Air Forces of the Empire of Japan. This unprovoked attack on America, prompted an ‘inner 

look’ which kindled a fire in the bosom of our citizens to avenge the deaths of our Sailors, Marines, Airmen, 

and Soldiers. Complacency soon gave way to faith, courage, patriotism, and resolution to meet the enemy 

head-on, as men and women cued up at recruiting offices across America.  

In all, the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor crippled or destroyed nearly 20 American Ships and more than 

300 Airplanes. Dry Docks and Airfields were likewise destroyed. Most important were the casualties, 2,403 

Sailors, Marines, Airmen, Soldiers and Civilians were killed and about 1,000 people were wounded.  

Admiral Yamamoto said, “I fear all we have done is to awaken a sleeping giant and fill him with a terrible re-

solve.” This statement may or may not be historically accurate, but it made a great conclusion to the movie, 

Tora! Tora! Tora! and was true, nevertheless. Hence, there was the ‘forward look’ of a determined nation to 

defeat our foe; even at a tremendous loss of life on the Islands of the Pacific, and if necessary our nation 

was willing to carry the Sword of Retribution to the Mainland of Japan.  

History often repeats itself! We all have vivid memories of the events that transpired on September 11, 2001. 

What is next? A ‘horizontal look’ reveals uncertainty, anxiety, and fears, of what awaits future generations of 

Americans, therefore, we need to learn from history and be vigilant at our post. Our Constitutional freedoms 

are in dire jeopardy. China put its biological fleet to sea to assail our shores with a devastating plague, anar-

chy immediately appeared on our radar across the country, and Communism scored another victory, as 

Masters of Deceit. A ‘downward look’ reveals that much of America is drunk on liberal cool-aid, comatose 

with left-wing socialism, and deceived by a lying media, changing the course of history. Wake-up, sleeping 

giant! A moral nation and a strong military are great deterrents to another attack. We must focus on the 

‘upward look’ for “Righteousness exalteth a nation....”  

What is true of a nation is also true of the individual. ‘Look back’ to 2020 at our past failures and victories. 

‘Look in’ and ask yourself, if you have done your best to help our Brother Marines, their Families, and the 

League? ‘Look forward’ to a new year in 2021, with new resolutions to serve God, Country, and Corps. And 

most importantly, ‘look up’ from whence cometh our help and strength!  

 

Always Faithful, 

Chaplain Ron  
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MCL AUXILIARY 

Hello, Ladies, 

Our hearts are sad for the death of 

Jim Williams, Past Commandnt.  

He challenged us to do our best for 

the Marine Corps League and MCL 

Auxiliary.  Let us give thanks for his 

life and come together to find strength in our fellowship.   

Wreaths Across America requests donations to place 

evergreen Christmas wreaths on Veteran graves in the 

state and national cemeteries.   

Go to www.wreathsacrossamerica.org  

Enter the amount you wish to donate. 

Select Local Sponsorship Group 

Enter TN0034P or Lt. Alexander Bonnyman Young Ma-

rines. 

The Auxiliary will place wreaths on the graves of de-

ceased MCL and Auxiliary members that are buried in 

local cemeteries.  Wreaths will be distributed at the 

Christmas Breakfast and members will deliver them to 

the gravesites. 

See you November 24 at the Alcoa 

VFW Hall if your circumstances allow. 

Semper Fidelis,  

Charlene Cotton, President 

JIM PEACOCK PISTOL MATCH 

The 15th Annual Jim Peacock Memorial Pistol Match 

was held on 24 October. Registration commenced at 

0900. The Marines welcomed the opportunity to get out 

of the COVID-19 bunker and put some rounds down 

range.  With heavy rain during the Saturday wee hours, 

the skies turned overcast and we were good to go. After 

the all-important range safety brief and prayer by Chap-

lain Ron the centerfire range commenced with 21 shoot-

ers of which 10 were from the Bonnyman Detachment. 7 

competitors were from out of state. 

See you at the Jack McGivney match in 2021. Rumor 

has it that it will be a “feel good” match with larger tar-

gets.  

Semper Fidelis,  Jay 

Past Commandant Jim Williams passed away peacefully on 

Sunday, November 15th.  Jim will be buried at the East Ten-

nessee State Veterans Cemetery on Governor John Sevier 

Highway.  A funeral service and Military Honors will be provid-

ed by the Alexander Bonnyman Detachment at a time to be 

determined.  

ELECTED OFFICER SLATE FOR 

2021 

In accordance with Section 240 of the Detachment By-

laws, the Nominating Committee has proposed the  fol-

lowing slate of elected officer candidates for 2021:   

Commandant:  Ken DeBoer 

Senior Vice Commandant:  Mike Napierkowski 

Junior Vice Commandant:  Dave Terwell 

Judge Advocate:  Lee Rhinemiller 

Paymaster:  Sam Ruble 

Junior Past Commandant:  Tim Eichhorn 

The election will be held at the January 2021 Members 

Meeting. Any league member may nominate any regular 

member in good standing for an elected office during the 

nominating process.  Due to the passing of Jim Williams, 

a Jr Past Commandant will also be elected.  Other officer 

positions are appointed by the Commandant. 
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  December Calendar 

Christmas Breakfast                 5 

Devil Dog Growl                       7 

No member’s meeting this 

month. 

         

mclknoxville.org 

The Detachment Webmaster is Marine Tim Shea.  

mclknoxville.org is up and will be updated to 

post events or news. The Bonnyman Gazette will 

continue to be posted in color on the website.   

    February Calendar 

Officers Meeting                           8 

Detachment Meeting                   23 

 

 

   

SCRATCHES FROM THE CLAWS OF THE BARKING  DOG   

Smokey Mountain Pound 271 Growls are currently being held 

at VFW Post 5154 in Louisville.  The final Growl of the year 

will be at 1800 on 7 December.  Woof Woof!                                                                                   

       January Calendar      

Officers Meeting                         11      

Detachment Meeting & Officer   

Elections                                     26 

           

 

MEMBERS NEEDED FOR THE HONOR GUARD 

The Detachment Honor Guard/Firing Detail is looking for 

new members to provide honors and salutes at memorial 

events and funerals.  Members must be able to handle the M1 

Rifle (9.5 pounds) and will need the League undress uniform 

(white SS shirt and Dress Blue trousers).  The “U.S. Marines” 

Red Satin jacket is also worn in cold weather.  Expert training 

will be provided and no experience (other than Boot Camp) is 

necessary.  Contact Marine Larry George for details. 

 

Jean Shea and Abbe Tegzes presented a 

hand made quilt to US Army Veteran Bill 

McMillan at his home in Strawberry Plains on 

Saturday November 21st.  The quilt was 

made by the Village Quilters of Loudon 

County as part of the “Quilts of Valor” pro-

gram.  Bill is a Vietnam Era Veteran who 

served two tours in Vietnam as a “dust off” 

medic.  Bill’s wife Donna and Abbe work to-

gether at Fort Sanders Educational Develop-

ment Center in Knoxville. 
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 ALEXANDER BONNYMAN UNIT REPORT 

Those of us who went to Red Stone Arsenal in Huntsville, Alabama, had a “ball”, a Young Marine Ball.  

While the adults were ready to leave, our Young Marines certainly were not. Many thanks to Cathy and 

Ken DeBoer for accompanying us, and providing the needed extra transportation.  And also for buying all 

of us a ‘good breakfast” after we left the base.  For the cake ceremony, we had the youngest and the oldest 

Young Marine, both from Bonnyman, and we won’t tell you that Mr. Winters was the oldest Marine, a title 

he never wanted.   

Wreaths Across America is coming soon.  Donations for Wreaths are being collected now through the end 

of November. The goal is to place a wreath at all the headstones at three military cemeteries in Knoxville 

(18,000+) The Young Marines main focus is John Sevier and any surplus wreaths will go to Lyons View.  

Mrs. Winters will take donations at the MCL meeting.  If you would like to pay by credit card, go on line to 

WreathsAcrossAmerica.org, choose a group to sponsor.  Our group number is TN0034P.  When you do-

nate through Lt. Alexander Bonnyman Young Marines, we receive $5 for each wreath at no cost to the do-

nor. This is our major fund raiser.  

We participated in Red Ribbon Week, which honors Kiki Camerena, a DEA operative killed in the fight 

against drugs.  We wore our red ribbons and did a DDR dash.  We ‘dashed’ for Halloween candy.  I’m sure 

our parents loved the sugar high when they went home with bags of candy. 

The Adult Leaders have elected a new Unit Commander.  Marine Daniel Kelly has accepted the position.  

We will have a change of command ceremony in the near future.   

Happy Thanksgiving! 

Commandant Ken DeBoer delivers the Commandant’s message to Detachment members at the Birthday 

Luncheon at Chop South.  The traditional birthday cake was cut by Frank Waller, the oldest Marine pre-

sent and presented to Jarrod Cooper, the youngest Marine present.  Happy Birthday Marines!   
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