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The Bonnyman Gazette is the official 

newsletter of the Lt. Alexander Bonny-

man Detachment #924 Marine Corps 

League, PO Box 53293, Knoxville, TN 

37950.  Articles and photos are due to 

the Editor no later than the 15th of 

each month.  The Editor is Jeff Tegzes,  

(865) 809-1585. 

Detachment & Auxiliary Meetings 

We meet monthly on the last Tues-

day of the month at the VFW Post 

5154, 2561 Hobbs Road, Louisville, 

TN 37777.  Social hour begins at 

1730 followed by a business meet-

ing at 1830. 

Detachment Officers 

Commandant 

Ken DeBoer (865) 771-8025 

Junior Past Commandant 

Jim Williams (865) 740-4155 

Senior Vice Commandant 

Carlos Reyes (865) 888-1613 

Junior Vice Commandant 

David Terwell (970) 531-8173 

Adjutant 

Eric Nash (865) 693-5711 

Paymaster 

Lee Rhinemiller (865) 414-3460 

Chaplain 

Ron Naugle (571) 565-6980    

Judge Advocate 

Mike Napierkowski (908) 910-4193 

Sergeant-at-Arms 

Aaron Brown (910) 787-3897 

Web Sergeant: mclknoxville.org 

Tim Shea (865) 408-7900 

Detachment Quartermaster 

Larry George (865) 789-6535 

Ladies Auxiliary President 

Charlene Cotton ((865) 279-4652 

THE BONNYMAN GAZETTE 

COMMANDANT’S CORNER 

Hello Marines,  

Dear friends and fellow Marines,   

October will soon be gone and November is on our doorstep. Next 

month is a busy one with the Birthday on the 10th, Veterans Day rose 

fundraiser on the 11th, and the Car Show on the 15th. I'm making an 

appeal to all - please to step up and assist with these events. Just a lit-

tle help can go a long way to success.   

Please attend the Birthday event to show your support. The unit has 

gone through some tough times this year. We have to show support for 

each other and our Corps. Birthdays are a special event and have been 

for all our lives.  We care about you and sincerely hope you attend. 

 As you know we have been struggling with the financial end due to the 

loss of the Mud Run this year, therefore in order to save money, the 

mailing of the Gazette will cease after October and will be easily located 

on our website:  www.MCLKnoxville.org.  If you are unable to go on 

your computer or have another hardship that prevents you from doing 

so, we will mail you the Gazette. 

Please also note that election is at our doorstep so all those looking to 

serve as an officer, call Jim Williams or Tim Shea regarding the position 

you wish. 

We are in real need of members to serve in our Honor Guard. I realize 

that most are getting on in years and may have physi-

cal disabilities that prevent participating, but those who 

can please join this worthy group.  At the last burial, 

we had only three rifles; please contact Jeff, Larry, or 

Tom for more info. We only go around once, please 

help us respect our Brothers and Sisters when laid to 

rest.  Please pray for PC Jim Williams during his ill-

ness. We hope he gets well soon. God Bless you and 

carry on bravely.   

Semper Fi, Ken DeBoer, Commandant 

EARLY VOTING HAS  

BEGUN IN  

TENNESSEE!  

tim
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(Jim: 865-740-4155; Tim: 865-657-7124) 
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FROM THE CHAPLAIN                                                                                         

                                                                      ONCE A MARINE, ALWAYS A MARINE 

             “For if the trumpet give an uncertain sound, who shall prepare himself to the battle?” 1 Corinthians 14:8  

Susan Hinton was one of my classmates in Oklahoma, which provided the experience and inspiration for her well-known classic 

novel, The Outsiders. Francis Ford Cappola did a movie adaptation of her book in 1983, starring Matt Dillon, Tom Cruise, Emilio Es-

tevez, Rob Lowe, and Patrick Swayze. The movie was filmed on location and portrayed Tulsa teenagers as being either a ‘soc’ with 

money, cars, and possibilities of an education; or, a ‘greaser’ who was usually a kid from or around Dawson Township, and on the 

outside of society; possessing only their friends and dreams of someday belonging. If S. E. Hinton’s perception of life in the 60’s 

was correct, then there was little doubt as to which category I belonged.  

School clothes came our way at a great sacrifice for the whole family, and they needed to last the entire year. I was determined that 

the eighth grade would bring new prospects of popularity, brought about by my new cool wardrobe. I was destined to emerge from 

my cocoon through metamorphic change as a beautify butterfly. More like a cabbage moth! Levi 501 jeans were definitely out of our 

price range. By the end of the first week in school the other kids had jerked the fruit loops from my shirts, and due to my shopping 

inexperience, the slacks were not permanent-press fabric, so they always looked as if they were pulled from the bottom of a sailor’s 

sea bag. The legs also shrunk at least two inches in length, while baggy enough that I could have put them on by crawling up one 

leg. The trouble with cheap shoes is they don’t last an entire school year. By mid-winter we were putting cardboard in the soles of 

our shoes to cover the holes and keep out the snow and rain. The holes would eventually split the entire width of the sole and pinch 

the bottom of your feet with every new step. Sometimes the sole would separate from the uppers of the shoe, causing a slapping 

sound as you walked down the school hallways. The cool boys were going to the shoe shops and having metal plates put on their 

heels to make their presence known in the hallways. Therefore, I decided to nail coke lids to my shoes in a desperate attempt to re-

produce the sounds of the other boys’ penny-loafers, which also backfired. They just didn’t sound right, were sometimes slippery, 

and when the others found out that the sounds that my shoes produced came from bottle caps, they laughed at my feeble attempt to 

be like them, and no longer be an outsider. I remember taking a special interest in a new girl. She was very pretty, and I wanted to 

make a good impression on her the very next day. Normally, I would use Lucky Tiger hair oil to hold my hair in place on the windy 

plains of Oklahoma, since Vitalis was too pricey. My plans were dashed to pieces when I found that we had run out. Mom always 

kept a jar of fat drippings on the stove in the kitchen, and most of the time a can of lard. I knew that if I used a dab of lard with a little 

of dad’s Old Spice or Bay Rum, I would have a temporary substitute and could survive the day. If mom ran out of lard, I could use 

the fat drippings, though I might smell like a meat pie and be followed home by a pack of dogs. After a liberal application, I combed 

my hair in place and was about to head out the door when I remembered the new girl. I went back to the kitchen and put on another 

gob of lard and re-combed my hair much to my satisfaction and hopefully my diligence would be noticed by the object of my admira-

tion and cause for all the extra trouble. Timing is everything, and by the time the new girl walked into the classroom my homemade 

hair oil began to break down. The oil oozed from my head, streaming down the back of my neck, and eventually my sideburns let 

loose of their torrential downpour. The teacher thought that I was quite amusing and laughed for a long time at his desk before he 

walked behind me, placing his hand on my shoulder and quietly asking if I had over done it. He told me to go to the bathroom and 

get some paper towels. I left the classroom with my head bent down to keep the oil from spotting my pants. I ran into a bully who 

pushed me away, calling me a grease ball, followed by laughter from the small group of girls that surrounded him. I carried around 

paper towels all day mopping up the disastrous oil spill that was second only to the Exxon Valdez incident. I made an impression 

alright, not as a cool boy, but as the court jester and I blew any hope of winning her affection as a greaser.  

Life improved after moving on to high school, but things didn’t really start shaping up until it was time to serve my country. My sis-

ters said that I would look cute in a sailor suit, so I joined the Navy. Since all of the Admiral jobs were taken, I told the recruiter that I 

wanted to be a Corpsman with the Marines. My brother-in-law was an FMF Corpsman, and a tremendous influence in my decision. 

He said, “What were you thinking? You will be shipped off to Vietnam for sure!” First came Boot Camp at San Diego, followed by ‘A’ 

School at Balboa, a year of experience in the emergency room at Key West Naval Hospital, FMF Field Med School at Camp Pend-

leton, and Vietnam with the 1st Marine Division.  

The Marine Corps gave me a new wardrobe of camouflage outfits, helmet, flak jacket, and a fine pair of jungle boots. The cardboard 

inserts were replaced with steel plates, they didn’t wear out, and the boots looked really cool when they turned white, giving others 

the impression that you were a salty and experienced short-timer. There was no need to carry around a supply of lard because the 

Marines introduced me to a high and tight. I’ve never really considered myself to be a sailor as I look back to the sixties and always 

took pride in my service with the Marines, galvanized by combat experience. My lifelong friend, Major Chuck Cofty always reminds 

me that, “the Marine Corps is a Department of the Navy; the Men’s Department.” I still stick out my chest and suck in my gut, when 

I’m around this highly decorated Marine Mustang Officer and Lima 3/26 brother, who considered me as one of the 

guys and indispensable part of the Men’s Department. Corpsmen work hard to meet the approval of our elite 

fighting force, and when you earn the right to wear the Globe and Anchor, you become part of a unique brother-

hood. Marines will never think of you as an outsider and you will finally feel that you belong; because Once a Ma-

rine, Always a Marine. 

Always Faithful, 

Chaplain Ron  
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MCL AUXILIARY 

Hello, Ladies, 

Please note Commandant Ken 

DeBoer’s message about the end 

of US mail delivery of the Gazette.  

If you cannot access 

www.mclknoxville.org, please let me 

know so we can make arrangements for delivery to you. 

Cancel the plans for the bake sale at the MCL car show 

on Sunday, Nov 15.  “Rods & Hogs” at the Parkway 

Drive-In, Maryville, will include food vendors. 

Our plans for Veterans’ Day activities are different this 

year.  Flags will be distributed at the East Tennessee 

Veterans Cemetery on Saturday, Nov 7, starting at 9 

a.m.  Dutch treat luncheon on Nov 10th instead of an 

evening Birthday Party, see other Gazette items for de-

tails. No parade.  Do something red, white and blue with 

your Veteran. 

See you October 27 at the Alcoa VFW 

Hall if your circumstances allow. 

Semper Fidelis,  

Charlene Cotton, President 

 

1ST ANNUAL RODS AND HOGS SHOW 

The Alexander Bonnyman Detachment will 

hold its first annual car and motorcycle show 

on Sunday, November 15th  at the Parkway 

Drive-In Theater in Maryville.  Details of the 

show and a registration form are available at 

mclknoxville.org.  This event will be a ma-

jor fundraiser for the Detachment and will 

require maximum volunteer support from 

the membership to make it a success.  

Organizers will explain volunteer jobs and 

take names at the October meeting.       

JIM PEACOCK PISTOL MATCH 

Do you have cabin fever? Come on out and shoot 

the Jim Peacock Memorial Pistol Match on 24 Octo-

ber.  Enjoy the camaraderie, BBQ sandwiches, the 

smell of gunpowder, and the fall foliage of the beau-

tiful Windrock Mountains. 

You can wear a mask if you desire. 

If you are low on 9mm, Windrock Range has re-

served 1000 rounds for purchase. Limit one box of 

50 rounds per shooter. 

Please email your confirmation as we need a solid 

headcount for chow and targets.        

jaysholmes@gmail.com     Cell: 404 414-4225 

Semper Fidelis,  Jay 

2020 MARINE CORPS BIRTHDAY 

Due to restrictions on large group activities due to 

Covid, many Veterans Day and Marine Corps Birth-

day events in November have been cancelled.  In 

spite of this, The Alexander Bonnyman Detach-

ment will hold a Marine Corps Birthday Lunch-

eon on 10 November at Chops South, 7417 

Chapman Highway, Knoxville at 1130.  Order 

from the menu and enjoy an informal, but very Ma-

rine celebration of our Birthday.  D Company, 4th 

CEB will not be celebrating the Birthday with a tradi-

tional ball this year. 

COVID 19 LESSONS LEARNED 

A League member’s family was placed under quar-

antine during October as a result of a positive covid 

19 test and illness.  The case was traced to a work-

place and an infected individual who mistook the 

covid virus for seasonal allergies, never got tested 

and continued to go to work.  The result was doz-

ens of new infections and major disruptions at home 

and at work for a great many people.  Anyone who 

tests positive for covid 19 will be reported to the 

Tennessee Department of Heath and will be moni-

tored and informed of the specific steps they must 

take to be cleared of the virus.  If you don’t know 

the symptoms and the preventive measures for 

covid 19, find out now.  The alternative is a serious, 

possibly life threatening illness and a major disrup-

tion of the lives of you and your family.  Covid 19 is 

not just the flu and you don’t want it in your 

home!       

tim
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  December Calendar 
Christmas Breakfast                 5 

Devil Dog Growl                       7 
         

mclknoxville.org 

The Detachment Webmaster is Marine Tim Shea.  

mclknoxville.org is up and will be updated to 

post events or news. The Bonnyman Gazette will 

continue to be posted in color on the website.   

    November Calendar 
Officers Meeting                                 9 

Birthday Luncheon                           10 

Marine Rose Program                      11 

Car and Motorcycle Show                15 

Bonnyman Memorial Ceremony       22 

Detachment Meeting                        24 

SCRATCHES FROM THE CLAWS OF THE BARKING  DOG   

Smokey Mountain Pound 271 Growls are currently being held at VFW Post 

5154 in Louisville.  The final Growl of the year will be at 1800 on 7 Decem-

ber.  Congratulations to PDD Lee Rhinemiller, Pound Dog of the Year for 

2019 and Ken Ciolfi, reelected as Pound Keeper for 2021.  Woof Woof!                                                         

       January Calendar      
Officers Meeting                         11      

Detachment Meeting & Officer   

Elections                                     26 

           

 

MEMBERS NEEDED FOR THE HONOR GUARD 

The Detachment Honor Guard/Firing Detail is looking for 

new members to provide honors and salutes at memorial 

events and funerals.  Members must be able to handle the M1 

Rifle (9.5 pounds) and will need the League undress uniform 

(white SS shirt and Dress Blue trousers).  The “U.S. Marines” 

Red Satin jacket is also worn in cold weather.  Expert training 

will be provided and no experience (other than Boot Camp) is 

necessary.  Contact Marine Larry George for details. 

 
MARINE ROSE PROGRAM 

The Alexander Bonnyman Detachment will be 

participating in the Marine Rose Program dur-

ing this coming Veterans Day in November.  

This program involves Detachment Members 

distributing artificial commemorative roses, 

like those pictured here, at selected sites 

throughout the area and accepting donations 

to support Marine Corps League projects.  

The hunt is on for several prime locations at 

high traffic businesses and shopping centers 

in and around Knoxville for rose distribution.  

The Commandant is actively soliciting recom-

mendations from the membership on locations 

to distribute roses.  If you have an idea about 

a good spot or if you have a connection with a 

local business, let him know.  The Marine 

Rose Program will be a very important fund-

raiser and will help make up for the loss of 

revenue to the Detachment due to the cancel-

lation of the 2020 Mud Run.  Get involved with 

this and other vital fundraisers to get us 

through this budget year’s activities, programs 

and support for other organizations. 
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 ALEXANDER BONNYMAN UNIT REPORT 

Our new Adult Leaders, Marine Daniel Kelly and Marine Mike Muriello are putting a new spin on routine 

drills.  They are young, energized, and work well together.  They give the Unit hope for a strong future.  As 

the Winters prepare to step down, we have six more weeks to get them ready to take over.  Our steadfast 

Adult Leaders, the core of our Unit, will give them all the support that they need.   

Last drill we promoted and discharged Young Marine Koza.  He was called up and left last Monday for the 

Marine Corps and is now at Parris Island.  He was presented an American flag, which flew over the United 

States Capital, a gift from Congressman Burchett.  We also promoted Luke Jones to YM Sergeant.  He is 

an effective leader.   

Wreaths Across America is coming soon.  Donations for 

Wreaths are being collected now through the end of No-

vember. The goal is to place a wreath at all the head-

stones at three three military cemeteries in Knoxville 

(18,000+) The Young Marines main focus is John Sevier 

and any surplus wreaths will go to Lyons View.  Mrs. 

Winters will take donations at the MCL meeting.  If you 

would like to pay by credit card, go on line to Wreath-

sAcrossAmerica.org, choose a group to sponsor.  Our 

group number is TN0034P.  When you donate through 

Lt. Alexander Bonnyman Young Marines, we receive $5 

for each wreath at no cost to the donor. This is our ma-

jor fund raiser.  

 We are off to The Ball this weekend to celebrate the 

Young Marine Birthday! 

Outgoing YM pins chevrons on new YM Sergeant 

Left:  Marine Susan Schmidt brought a pen and ink drawing of 

the Iwo Jima Memorial. The drawing is made up of over 370 im-

ages from Marine Corps history. The cost to order one is $40.00. 

Half of the cost goes to Wounded Warriors. It comes with a com-

plete list of what is included in the drawing.  Call Susan to order 

one (unframed). 

Below:  The 2021 Devil Dog Smokey Mountain Pound 271, Pack 

of Tennessee Officers are sworn in at the September Growl.     
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