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The Bonnyman Gazette is the official 

newsletter of the Lt. Alexander Bonny-

man Detachment #924 Marine Corps 

League, PO Box 53293, Knoxville, TN 

37950.  Articles and photos are due to 

the Editor no later than the 15th of 

each month.  The Editor is Jeff Tegzes, 

tntegzes@gmail.com, (865) 809-1585. 

Detachment & Auxiliary Meetings 

We meet monthly on the last Tues-

day of the month at the Karns Com-

munity Club Youth Center, 6616 

Beaver Ridge Road, Karns, TN.  

Social hour begins at 1730 followed 

by a business meeting at 1830. 

Detachment Officers 

Commandant 

Jim Williams (865) 740-4155 

Junior Past Commandant 

Tim Eichhorn (865) 368-6559 

Senior Vice Commandant 

Travis Bryan (704) 363-4395 

To Junior Vice Commandant 

David Terwell (970) 531-8173 

Adjutant 

Eric Nash (865) 693-5711 

Paymaster 

Lee Rhinemiller (865) 414-3460 

Chaplain 

Gordon Adams (865) 310-1211  

Judge Advocate 

David Hatfield (865) 577-7303 

Sergeant-at-Arms 

Stony Saathoff (865) 556-6524 

Web Sergeant: mclknoxville.org 

Tim Shea (865) 408-7900 

Detachment Quartermaster 

Larry George (865) 789-6535 

Ladies Auxiliary President 

Charlene Cotton 

THE BONNYMAN GAZETTE 

COMMANDANT’S CORNER 

Marines,  

Well, Marines this is my final letter to you as Commandant. We will 

have a new Commandant after elections at the end of the Month. Look-

ing back at last year, you have a lot to be proud of. A great Mud Run, a 

new place for our meetings and above all some new members who I 

think will do the League proud.  Now we need to get some new and 

young blood into the mix. I would like to thank the Officers of the De-

tachment.  Through all the ups and downs, it was a job well done.  I 

wish the new Officers good luck and I challenge all members to give the 

new Officers the support you have given me. We didn't accomplish all 

we set out to do but are still working on it. I ask every member to not 

just complain about things that you don't like.  Rather, bring it up get it 

taken care of.  You may never know if your idea can improve the De-

tachment unless it is brought out in the open.  I look forward to this year 

as a better year than the last.  We must always look forward and find 

out what YOU can do to make the League better. I hope we have a full 

house at the January meeting for the election of new Officers. Thank 

you all for this past Year. 

 

Jim Williams, Commandant 

NEW DETACHMENT BYLAWS 

The Detachment Judge Advocate has been working tirelessly over the 

past few months to rewrite the Detachment Bylaws.  The new proposed 

Bylaws will incorporate years worth of changes at  the Detachment, De-

partment, Division and National levels of the Marine Corps League.  

The proposed Bylaws consist of  9 separate articles concerning our De-

tachment Name and Organization, Detachment Meetings, Membership,   

Board of Trustees, Detachment Staff, Detachment Committees, Fi-

nance, Affiliated Organizations and Administrative Procedures.   

Simply stated, the Detachment Bylaws are our “Constitution”  and pro-

vide the legal structure for everything that we do.  Detachment Officers 

are currently reviewing the draft bylaws, but proposed changes are not 

limited to the Board of Trustees.  All members are encouraged to par-

ticipate in the process of finalizing the bylaws.  A vote by the Members 

will be required  to accept or reject them after a 30 day period for re-

view and consideration.  The new bylaws presented to the members at 

the February meeting could be voted on at the March meeting.  All pro-

posed changes should be delivered to David Hatfield, Detachment 

Judge advocate.  
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2020 RIFLE MATCHES 

The first rifle match of the year will be the Bill 

Gerst Memorial Match and will be held on 9 May.  

The second match will be the Gene Collins Memo-

rial Match and will be held on 10 October.  Both 

matches will take place at the TWRA Range Com-

plex on Rifle Range Road in North Knoxville.  Jeff 

Tegzes is the point of contact for rifle match infor-

mation.  

 

WOUNDED WARRIOR DONATION 

The Alexander Bonnyman Detachment recently 

received a letter of appreciation from the Marine 

Corps Wounded Warrior Regiment in recognition of  

a donation of $1888.00 by the Detachment.  The 

money came from the combined individual dona-

tions of  2019 Mud Run competitors.  

MEMBER’S COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES  

PICTURES NEEDED 

League and Auxiliary members involved in any 

community service event or activity since 1 June 

2019 should submit any pictures to the Adjutant, 

Eric Nash.  Pictures and a brief description of the 

event or activity will be used in the Detachment’s 

Americanism Book which is a yearly graphic ac-

count of the Detachments activities.  The Ameri-

canism Book will be entered in a national competi-

tion when complete.  The Alexander Bonnyman 

Detachment has a long history of superb and 

award winning books and has set the standard for 

the Marine Corps League nation wide. 

2020 CALENDAR HIGHLIGHTS 

Mark your calendars for important Detachment 

events scheduled for 2020.  A complete calendar is 

available at mclknoxville.org. 

14 March:  Detachment and Auxiliary Dine-In 

4 May:  Medal of Honor Dinner 

25 May:  Memorial Day Ceremony 

11-14 June:  Department of Tennessee Convention 

9-14 August:  MCL National Convention 

12 September:  Mud Run 

27 September:  Detachment Picnic 

7 November:  Detachment Birthday Dinner 

22 November:  Bonnyman Memorial Ceremony 

5 December:  Christmas Breakfast 
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MCL AUXILIARY 

 

 

Hello, Ladies, 

January brings Elections for MCLA 

Officers. Here is the preliminary 

slate of candidates: 

President:  Charlene Cotton 

Sr VP:  Patricia Mullins 

Jr VP:________________________ 

Judge Advocate:  Susan Jones 

Captain of the Guard:  Connie Sexton  

Treasurer, Secretary and Chaplain are appointed posi-

tions.  As you see, we are looking for a Junior Vice Pres-

ident. 

Susan Jones has agreed to be the Girl Scout liaison for 

our unit.  The highest honor in Girl Scouts is the Gold 

Award.  Girls Scouts who achieve the Gold Award are 

eligible for a certificate of recognition authorized by the 

National Girl Scout Council and the National Marine 

Corps League Auxiliary 

In the weeks since Christmas, several folks have been 

down with nasty upper respiratory illness.  As far as I 

know, all are on the mend.  “Humpty” Winters had a 

great fall and banged his noggin in early January.  The 

patch-up is good so far, but improving sloooowly. 

Mountain Home VA Medical Center invites you to visit 

with Veterans February 9 – 15, 2020, between 0900 – 

1500 hrs.  This coincides with the Valentines for Vets 

program.  Visits must be scheduled through the Office of 

Voluntary Service. Please contact Patty Mullins if you 

are interested in making a visit.   

Bring your 2020 calendar to the January 28th meeting.  

We will make plans for the year. 

 

 

See you soon, 

 

Charlene Cotton, President 

 

 

MID YEAR BUDGET REVIEW 

The Budget Committee is preparing a mid 

year review of the Detachment Budget.  

Paymaster, Lee Rhinemiller will present a 

summary of expenditures and income to 

date at the January Detachment Meeting.  

He will also make recommendations for 

changes to the budget.  The membership 

will have the opportunity to discuss and 

vote on any changes.  

DETACHMENT ELECTIONS 

The nomination and election of five Detachment Of-

ficers will be held during the January Detachment 

Meeting.  The nominating Committee has prepared 

a proposed slate of officers for the five posts requir-

ing election by the membership.  The proposed 

slate of officers for 2020 includes: 

Detachment Commandant:  Ken DeBoer 

Senior Vice Commandant:  Carlos Reyes 

Junior Vice Commandant:  Dave Terwell 

Paymaster:  Lee Rhinemiller 

Judge Advocate:  David Hatfield   

Members will have the opportunity to make 

nominations from the floor prior to a vote.  All 

other Detachment Officers are appointed by the 

new Commandant. 
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   March Calendar 

Officers Meeting                             9 

Detachment Dine-In                     14 

SE Division Conference          26-29 

Detachment Meeting                    31 

mclknoxville.org 

The Detachment Webmaster is Marine Tim Shea.  

mclknoxville.org is up and will be updated to 

post events or news. The Bonnyman Gazette will 

continue to be posted in color on the website.   

    February Calendar 

Officers Meeting                               10 

Detachment Meeting                        25  

Mid-Winter Conference         27-1 March   

 

   

SCRATCHES FROM THE CLAWS OF THE BARKING  DOG   

The schedule for Pound Growls has not yet been determined.  

Growls will no longer take place at Calhoun’s Restaurant in 

Bearden. Standby for word on the new dates and location.                                                                     

         RED BLAZERS AVAILABLE 

Marine Corps League uniform 2 button red 

blazers are available at uniformalwear-

house.com Prices range from $69.95 to 

$79.95, depending on size.  Red blazers are 

also available at J.C. Penney as the 

“Stafford Blazer”  Official MCL buttons can 

be purchased through the Detachment 

Quartermaster and installed by you or your 

tailor. 

       April Calendar      

Department Staff Meeting            4 

Safety Break                         10-13 

Officers Meeting                         13      

Detachment Meeting                  28 

           

MEMBERS NEEDED FOR THE HONOR GUARD 

The Detachment Honor Guard/Firing Detail is looking for 

new members to provide honors and salutes at memorial 

events and funerals.  Members must be able to handle the M1 

Rifle (9.5 pounds) and will need the League undress uniform 

(white SS shirt and Dress Blue trousers).  Expert training will be 

provided and no experience (other than Boot Camp) is neces-

sary.  A coordinator for the Honor Guard is also needed to 

plan events. Contact Marine Lee Rhinemiller for details. 

SAFETY BREAK SCHEDULE 

The Safety Break schedule for 2020 

will include:  

10-13 April (Easter weekend) 

22-25 May (Memorial Day weekend)  

3-6 July (July 4th weekend) 

10-12 Oct (Columbus day weekend) 

Look for the sign up sheet at League 

meetings and at the website. 
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YOUNG MARINES ALEXANDER BONNYMAN UNIT REPORT 

Wow, a new year, a new decade, and new adventures for the Lt. Alexander Bonnyman Young Marines.  

As we said Good-bye to 2019, we celebrated Christmas with a pizza party, “Dirty Santa” and games.  

Everyone participates and has fun.  At that last drill of the year we promoted PFC DeLeeuw and YM SSgt 

Runyan.  Congratulations to both.   

The new year brought us an injured Unit Commander, so we  postponed the next drill and waited until the 

11th for a regular drill.  Since it was a beautiful ‘spring’ day, we spent most of it outside, doing physical fit-

ness and just plain ol’ fun!.  We did have an open forum regarding the newly published articles regarding 

the use of vaping in our local schools.  There will be severe consequences for those illegal activities.  Mrs. 

Winters, MSN, discussed the medical affects, while Gunny McCarter, BCSO discussed the legal problems 

one could face, while Mr. Pursel, USMC, Retired LAPD, brought it all together to talk about what it means 

to be a Young Marine and have a moral compass.  

YM SSgt Jesse Ford has been a USMC Poolie for the last year.  He graduates officially in May from Alcoa 

High School, but he has completed all of his graduation requirements.  He joined Young Marines because 

he wanted some Marine experience.  He was able to attend Junior Leadership, on a waiver, and Senior 

Leadership Schools.  He also went to Drill and Ceremony School last summer.  We were notified today 

that YM Ford will report to Parris Island on 27 January 2020. He is steadfast and a great role model for 

our younger kids.  He will be sorely missed.   

An update on our Adult Leaders:  For those who do not know, Mr. Winters fell about 15’, off a steel hanger 

truss, to the concrete below landing on his head and back.  He spent two days at the UT Trauma Center.  

He had a large laceration on the back of his head as well as multiple bruising.  After two weeks, he re-

mains severely concussed.  The concussion will just take time to resolve.  He is home.  He cannot work or 

drive.  Mrs. Cotton had spinal surgery this week.  She is still at UT Medical Center.  She should go home 

in the next couple of days.  We are a tough group. There are enough of us to carry on with our Young Ma-

rines.   

BONNYMAN DETACHMENT MEMBERS PROVIDE FINAL HONORS FOR 

MARINE LEE BUCKNER 

On 18 January, Bonnyman De-

tachment member, Lee Buckner 

was laid to rest at Lynnhurst 

Cemtery in Knoxville.  Full mili-

tary honors were provided by 

the Detachment Honor Guard 

and the I-I Staff of D Co. 4th 

CEB.  Lee was a life member of 

the Alexander Bonnyman De-

tachment and served as Senior 

Vice Commandant and leader of 

the Detachment Honor Guard.  

Rest easy Lee, job well done!  



Name_____________________________________________________________________   Phone (________) _________________________        
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man.  If discharged, I am in receipt of a DD Form 214 or Certificate of Discharge indicating “Honorable service.”  (“Honorable Service” will be 

defined by the last Form DD 214 or Certificate of Discharge that the applicant received).  General discharge under Honorable Conditions is ac-
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National Executive Director, Marine Corps League to obtain an un-redacted copy of my latest DD Form 214 from the Marine Corps custodian of 

Official Military Personnel Files (OMPF), and/or verification of honorable service if deemed necessary to verify my eligibility for regular member-
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