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Lt. Alexander Bonnyman Detachment #924 
Marine Corps League 

Tim Eichhorn, Commandant 

Minutes of Meeting of 26th June 2018 
Time: Location: Naval Operations Center, Marine Corps Reserve Center, Knoxville, TN.  

Presentation prior to the meeting: 
➢ A sympathy card was passed around for Department Adjutant Jerry Geish who lost his 

mother Saturday while he was at the convention. 
➢ Leftover meatballs and goodies from the Dept Convention hospitality suite were served. 
➢ Charlene Cotton: Made about $1,100.00 on the silent auction. 
➢ Happy Birthday was sung to those with June birthdays. 
➢ Young Marines made a presentation. Larry Winters: Whenever we have been in a jam to 

get a kid to a function these people have stepped up and helped. Patty Mullins and 
Frank Waller. And we have a plaque with their names.  

➢ MCLA took their departure. 
Call to order: Commandant Eichhorn called the meeting to order at 18h30, and ordered Sgt-At-
Arms to Advance and Post the Colors, and to lead the membership in The Pledge of Allegiance 
to the Flag of the United States of America.  Chaplain Rich led us in the opening prayer. 
Commandant Eichhorn asked Sgt-At-Arms to declare the meeting open for the transaction of 
official business. 
Commandant Eichhorn proceeded to recognize dignitaries in attendance. 
Past Detachment Commandants Dave Hatfield, George Sexton, Bill Henson, Karl Ekstrom,  
Nolan Sharbel, Jeff Tegzes, Virgil Young, Howard Raines (&MI), David Cates and Dale Hatfield 
Det #603. 
Adjutant called the Roll of Detachment Officers: 
Commandant: Tim Eichhorn       Present  
Sr. Vice Commandant: Travis Bryan  Present  
Junior Vice Commandant: Sam Ruble  Present  
Judge Advocate: David Z. Cates  Present 
Junior Past Commandant: Jim Williams Excused 
Adjutant: Eric P. Nash    Present  
Paymaster:  Lee Rhinemiller     Excused  
Chaplain: Pearl Rich     Present  
Sergeant-At-Arms: John “Stony Saathoff Present 
Web Sergeant: Tim Shea   Excused 
Acting Officers: None. 

Applications for membership:  
➢ Dale Hatfield: Membership voted on his transfer to the Detachment and accepted by 

voice vote. 
➢ Introduction of new members and guests 
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➢ Dale Hatfield: former Commandant of the Clarksville Det #603 was introduced.  Cousin 
of Dave Hatfield and has recently moved to Maryville, Tn. Was Commandant with the 
Clarksville Det for 7 years. Think we built a pretty good Detachment. Married a little girl 
down here and moved down here. Served from 1968 to 1972. Then in the Reserves till 
1978. Had two brothers In Viet Nam and Dave was in Viet Nam. They decided they 
didn’t want me over there so they put me on security Apollo 11 and Apollo 12 on the 
USS Hornet. I spent my time in the Pacific. Going to join this Detachment here. 

1) Adjutant’s Report: Minutes of previous meeting accepted as posted on the web site. 
2) Report of the Officers: 

a) Commandant: Tim Eichhorn. 

i) Had a really fantastic Convention. The numbers were off, from everyone 
expectations. Frankly as the host Detachment we did not represent as we could and 
should have. Especially at the banquet. As for the guest speaker I am parochial about 
the speaker he a friend of mine. LtCol Tim Monday. He was the Commander of 3/2. 
He brought us up to date what he see of the Marine Corps is all about. He retired 18 
months ago. He told us a story about an LCpl who saved his comrades. Who was put 
right by his NCO for doing things stupid LCpl things. If you missed it that’s a shame.   

ii) We have the Mud Run is September 15. There is a place for everyone to serve. You 
might say it’s too hot. We have air conditioned jobs passing out packet and T-shirts 
leading up to it. You might know someone to lend a hand. We know the meaning of 
“Gung Ho”. We need more help. The Mud Run is our marquee event. (Posters for 
the Mud Run were passed out). Post it and get the word out. 

b) Sr. Vice Commandant: Travis Bryan. 
i) Face book to post pictures. 
ii) July the 3rd the Bonnyman book is coming out. Bones of my Grandfather. 
iii) Help put up the meeting room. 

c) Junior Vice Commandant: Sam Ruble 
i) We have a column on the roster for community service in the past month. Please fill 

it in with the hours you have given. Also if there is a yellow high light area please fill 
in the information for Lee (Rhinemiller). 

ii) Make sure and sign the roster. 
iii) Dues are due 1 September. Get them in. He does not want them all at once. 

d) Chaplain: Pearl Rich 
i) Talked with Bill Turner. He would like phone calls. 
ii) Food at the banquet Saturday was absolutely awesome. 
iii) Leroy Brown: Gene Collins was given 6 months to live. He is now on his 7th month.  

e) Judge Advocate: David Z. Cates. No report 

i) Yellow ribbon specialist. 

ii) 4th of August. 

f) Junior Past Commandant: Jim Williams. Excused. 

g) Paymaster: Lee Rhinemiller. Excused. 
i) Commandant: Spoke with Lee today. There is no major change in the account. Will 

have the Convention numbers sorted out for the July meeting. 
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h) Sergeant-At-Arms: John Saathoff. No report. 
i) Americanism: Eric Nash. 

i) The 4th of July is coming up. I need pictures. If you go to an event take your red 
cover, and get me a picture. Then you can put your Marine ball cap back on. 

ii) If you have a church patriotic event or any other event recognizing veterans please 
get me pictures. I want the Gill Gray award again and with a Convention under our 
belts we have a good chance. 

iii) And I also want to recognize Pearl Rich. She got dog bit. Her hand swelled up +2 and 
had stitches; She still showed up at the convention and stuck it out. Follow her 
example. 

iv) Howard Raines: And she bit the dog back. No. Leroy Brown: Follow up on that the 
dog that bit her is intensive care. Pearl: No but a 38 would have come in handy. 
Commandant: Karl just thought they were real meat balls. They were actually the 
dog.  

j) Strategic Planning: Dave Hatfield. 
i) After 3 hours this weekend, I am reported out. 
ii) Mark your calendar. Marine Birthday Ball is he 27th of October. $50.00 order on line. 

Flat rate for everyone. 
iii) 14th of July is Family Day for 4th CEB.  Concord Park. We will be giving 5 gift cards for 

door prizes. 
iv) Need a head count of those who want to attend. 

k) Sergeant-At-Arms: John Saathoff. No Report. 

3) Marine 4 Life Program: MGySgt Tom Marino. 
a) Dave Hatfield: He wears many hats. He works with the Wounded Warriors Regiment, 

and was surprised when I told him we had donated over $3,000.00 in the past. He also is 
taking care of Marines throughout Tennessee and the Suicide hotline. We have him here 
for our Marines for Life. He has agreed to make sure and get these Marines onto our 
web site and get them to come to our meetings. 

b) I spent over 23 years in the Marine Corps. My dad was a Marine at Guadalcanal a BAR 
man, got the Purple Heart. My younger brother was a Marine a Purple Heart recipient. 
Was active for 12 years. Purple Heart. Came out as a GySgt. Worked for Backwater. My 
brother was wounded and I came back in for 5 years. Still in the reserves. 

c) We met with Commandant Webb (MCL) out at Quantico 2 weeks ago, and he told us his 
50/50 plan. Participation brief 50% above the age of 50 and 50 % below the age of 50. 

d) They are being briefed about the Marine Corps league at their discharge briefing.  
e) Marine 4 Life is networking. Helping our transitioning Marines get jobs. Providing 

contacts. In return getting them in front of you and hoping they will join you. 
f) The Wounded Warrior Regiment is not the Wounded Warrior Project. As they get out I 

get the word and I help them when they get back. We try to help them with that rough 
transition. 

g) Call Center out of Quantico Va. That is reaching out to them all the time. I have helped 
homeless Marines and their family. Those  

h) Suicide Prevention. I struggle with this one. I have been to 8 funerals this year including 
my own older brother. He was a SSgt who took his own life. That is why I was not at the 
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convention, I was at a suicide intervention talking a Marine out of taking his own life. 
Fortunately he didn’t. We do constant outreach. I have been too many times talking a 
Marine out of taking a gun out of their mouth, than I care to think of. I have taken 
possession of guns from those who did not trust themselves to have it anymore. Till 
they got better. Till we get them assistance. 

i) We are a high priority for The Commandant along with the operational deployments. 
One of his main priorities is the Wounded Warrior. 

j) Sometimes it as simple as getting them to budgeting classes because the Marine Corps 
has been taking care of them and they can’t balance a check book, and their 
overspending. 

k) What can we do together? My phone is on 24/7.  
l) Larry Winters: How do you let us know there I a Veteran in this area that needs help? 

Once I get a case I hold on to it till I am sure nothing will go wrong. They get so much in 
their TSR brief they just want to get their DD-214 and run. Then they find the most 
desolate spot in Tennessee to settle so I have to go knock on a door. We can have 
contacted by “linked in”. 

m) Larry Winter: This is sponsored by the Marine Corps? Yes I am a Marine Corps Reservist. 
The wounded Warrior Regiment has two programs. It has Active Reservist. It has District 
Injured Support Coordinators. And Field Support Coordinators which are contractors.  I 
have done both.  

n) Do you have a gift program? Yes. But I cannot accept funds. There is the Wounded 
Warrior Regiment out of Quantico. And the Semper Fi Fund. I have been able to call 
them on Christmas Eve when no one else is answering.  

4) Young Marines: Larry Winters. 
a) We went to Pensacola. The most exciting thing they had was the obstacle course. Every 

day after dinner they wanted to go to the obstacle course. It was the size of a football 
field. They had tires the size of Leroy and these little kids were teaming up and flipping 
them. It was a real tiring trip. 

b)  I had to drive that bus and that bus… You guys did the best thing you could ever do by 
buying that bus. Because we have wore that out. We have been able to transport our 
kids to do community service.  

c) We did a color guard for the Blount County Commission. I had two Young Ladies first 
Color Guard they ever done. The Aisle way was so narrow you could not walk side by 
side. I took two small ones gave them American Flag and Marine Corps Flag; they went 
down there did their wheel and these guys loved it. The school board is on their 
committee. And they provide the school where we meet. So we had to do this for them. 
I lost my Color Sgt on the trip to Pensacola, I had to discipline him. I hated to do it but 
everyone makes mistakes.  

d) We expect 20 in the next recruit class. Going every Saturday till their graduation. 
e) I have everybody in this room except for you old a hums. We have a place for you all 

too. 
5) Larry Baldwin: This July the 4th for the first time they are going to have a parade with the 

military as their honored guest. Starting at the High School going down to the old Ingles. The 
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Farragut Parade is inviting all veterans who want to ride or walk in the Parade. This will be 
continued next year also.  

6) Stony Saathoff: I have been seeing things about a WW-II Marine who died 75 years ago they 
is suppose to be repatriated in September? Eric Nash: The Marine Is P.F.C. Cavin. If you 
want to know more you can go to the East Tennessee Veterans Memorial web site and 
enter his name. We have been aware of that through the East Tennessee Veterans 
Association. He was just recently identified. He was probably found in the same burial 
trench as Bonnyman. There is a 10 day out notification from when they ship him out. His 
home town is Hancock County there is not really a large town there it is East of Tazewell 
and North of Morristown. He is to be sent there, the family has always had a memorial 
stone in a local cemetery and he is to be buried in that location. As we get more information 
we will let you know. I have let a friend of the family with the Patriot Riders and John Becker 
with WBIR who are in contacts with the family they we would like to be helpful where ever 
we can. Howard Raines: When is this: We will not know until the Veterans Identification 
Center only announce to the family 10 days out.  

7) Safety Break: Howard Raines. 
a) We have a list going around now. Almost filled up for September. Labor Day. 
b) We have a Safety Break for this week end that’s all filled up. 1st and 2nd July. But come 

on out. 
c) It is located at mile mark 422 at the rest area. 
d) Lee asked for a budget for the next year. I sent out the list for next year but we only got 

6 days. 
e) We are also talking a non holiday weekends. The week ahead of holidays. 

GOOD OF THE LEAGUE: 

Eric Nash: Joe Edelman sons took him out for pizza and wine. When he ordered his wine they 
carded him. 92 year old WW-II Veteran in a wheel chair. They would not serve him till his son 
went back to the nursing home and got his ID. Joe Edelman was a sea story. 

Larry Winters: I am 75 years old. I went to Home Depot to buy 4 can of spray paint. It came up 
on the computer. Is not qualified to buy for this product.  Had to show them my ID card. 
 

End of Meeting: Sgt-At-Arms retired the colors. Chaplain led us in the closing prayer. 
Commandant Eichhorn adjourned the meeting at 19h40. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

Eric P. Nash 
Detachment Adjutant 


