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The Bonnyman Gazette is the official 

newsletter of the Lt. Alexander Bonny-

man Detachment #924 Marine Corps 

League, PO Box 53293, Knoxville, TN 

37950.  Articles and photos are due to 

the Editor no later than the 15th of 

each month.  The Editor is Jeff Tegzes, 

tntegzes@gmail.com, (865) 809-1585. 

Detachment & Auxiliary Meetings 

We meet monthly on the last Tues-

day of the month at the Navy Oper-

ational Support Center / Marine 

Corps Reserve Center, 2101 Alcoa 

Hwy (Rt 129) Knoxville, TN 37920.  

Social hour begins at 1730 followed 

by a business meeting at 1830. 

Detachment Officers 

Commandant 

Tim Eichhorn (865) 368-6559 

Junior Past Commandant 

Jim Williams (865) 740-4155 

Senior Vice Commandant 

Travis Bryan (704) 363-4395 

Junior Vice Commandant 

Sam Ruble (865) 850-1326 

Adjutant 

Eric Nash (865) 693-5711 

Paymaster 

Lee Rhinemiller (865) 414-3460 

Chaplain 

Pearl Rich (865) 306-6744 

Judge Advocate 

David Cates (865) 548-4088 

Sergeant-at-Arms 

Stony Saathoff (865) 556-6524 

Web Sergeant: mclknoxville.org 

Tim Shea 

Detachment Quartermaster 

Larry George (865) 789-6535 

THE BONNYMAN GAZETTE 

COMMANDANT’S CORNER 

Marines of the Lt Alexander Bonnyman Detachment, 

We were all thankful to hear from Virgil Young last night as he served 

as guest of honor at the detachment dining in.  While Virgil will not be 

physically relocating for another couple of months and you will see him 

at a detachment meeting or two in the next little bit, the Dining in gave 

us a chance to hear from him and to tell him in a formal way how much 

he means to all of us.  His retelling of the necessity and the benefits and 

the obligations of belonging to an organization that he believes in were 

enlightening for us all.  From his first interaction with Marines at Camp 

Pendleton as a NROTC Cadet on summer cruise to his time leading 

and serving Marines in 2/9 to his years serving our country as a special 

agent in the FBI, Virgil epitomized service.  We saw that first hand as a 

plank owner of The Bonnyman Detachment and his service with The 

Young Marines.  Perhaps most challenging for us all was his roll call of 

Marines, living and gone, of the Marines and sailors and citizens and 

friends that have made the Bonnyman Detachment a special place of 

service to others for the better part of the past three decades.   

We wish Virgil and Ann well with fair winds and following seas!! 

Semper Fidelis 

Tim Eichhorn, Commandant 

   Virgil Young is honored at the Detachment Dining In 
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100 YEARS AGO: 

MARINES IN THE GREAT WAR 

March 1918:  Early in the month, the last detached 

company of the 5th Marines was returned from duties 

is England, making the Marine Brigade finally 100% 

complete.  The 2nd Division was ordered to frontline 

duty in the Verdun Sector to relieve French Army 

units.  The 4th (Marine) Brigade remained in the Bour-

mont training area until 14 March and proceeded to 

Vitry-le-Francois, entering the trench lines on the 

night of 16-17 March.  The general plan was for each 

battalion to spend 10 days in the front lines and then 

get pulled back to a rest area.  A regiment would put 

one battalion in the front line and keep two in reserve.  

While in the trench lines, Marines conducted nightly 

patrols and barbed wiring duties.  They would be sub-

jected to machinegun fire, artillery bombardment, and 

German raids.  Marines in the “rest” areas often 

worked harder than those on the front lines, digging 

and repairing trenches.  By this time, the Marines be-

gan to turn in their ragged and worn USMC issue uni-

forms and exchange them for Army drab uniforms.   

Late in the month, the French had to move more units 

west to respond to a major German offensive in the 

British zone.  The Marine brigade and the remaining 

French units in the Verdun Sector were required to 

cover a wider front as a result.   This did not put a 

huge strain on the Marines because American regi-

ments and brigades were much larger than compara-

ble allied or German units.  Usually two or three times 

larger with a steady flow of replacements available.      

During this period, the 6th Machinegun Battalion be-

gan to establish a field arrangement to support four of 

the six infantry battalions with one machinegun com-

pany each.  The other two battalions would be sup-

ported by their own regimental machinegun compa-

nies.  This arrangement would remain in effect for the 

rest of the war.  The 6th Machinegun Battalion also 

received the first of many Army junior officers that 

would be assigned to the Marine Brigade.  More than 

50 Army officers would serve as platoon commanders  

with the 5th and 6th Marines.  The survivors would 

eventually be transferred back to Army units as Ma-

rine replacements became available.      

                   HELP WANTED! 

Our Detachment is hosting the 2018 De-

partment Convention, on June 21st – 23rd 

and with that comes the cost. Essential to 

financing the Convention without placing a 

financial burden on the Detachment is sell-

ing ads. Before you know it, the deadline of 

May 21st will be upon us. Help is wanted 

and needed to sell Convention Program 

Book Ads. A form for program book ads 

and a cover letter for business manag-

ers is available at mclknoxville.org un-

der Dept of TN 37th Annual Convention.  

Help from members will also be needed to 

collect promotional and other give-away 

items to be included in the “goodie bags” 

given to convention attendees from around 

the state.  Members are also encouraged 

to donate items to be sold via “silent 

auction” at the convention.   

    CHOW AT THE MARCH MEETING! 

Food will be served during the social hour 

prior to the March League meeting.  Be 

there ready to eat and meet new members. 

DONATION TO SHARPS RIDGE  

VETERAN’S MEMORIAL PARK 

Commandant Tim Eichhorn presented a check for 

$500 to Marilyn Childers of the Veterans Heritage 

Site Foundation at the February Detachment 

meeting.  The donation will help fund renovations, 

construction and clean up at the Sharps Ridge 

Veterans Memorial Park overlooking Knoxville.  

The park has been neglected for many years and 

can become a credit to the 

City of Knoxville and a worthy 

tribute to local Veterans with 

our continued support. 
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MCL AUXILIARY 

Congratulations to Connie Sexton as Unit Member 

of the Year for 2017. Connie’s service to MCLA 

spans several positions and many years at Unit, De-

partment and National levels.  Her knowledge of 

Auxiliary Bylaws and attention to compliance with 

MCLA Procedures keeps the Bonnyman Unit 

“squared away” and ready to support the League 

and Auxiliary efforts.   

Thank you to Beth Eichhorn for helping MCL Jr Vice 

Commandant Sam Ruble and his team with prepa-

rations for the MCL Dine-In on March 17th.  Our 

own Virgil Young was Guest of Honor as we bid 

farewell to him and Anne.  Their new home in north-

ern Virginia is almost ready and is close to family.  

Patty and I will have a report from the SE Confer-

ence.  Thank you to Barbara Jean Voight and Whit-

ney Nash for assisting with the Hospitality Room 

and Silent Auction.   The Spring Department Con-

ference is set for April 14 in Lebanon. Contact me or 

Patty if you want to attend.   

Condolences to George and Connie and prayers for 

their family upon the death of George’s daughter-in-

law Nettie in Ohio.  

We will start working on personal 

community service reports at the 

March 27th meeting.  I’ll bring the 

cookies. See you there. 

Charlene Cotton, President 

     2018 RIFLE MATCH SCHEDULE 

Matches are held at the TRWA Range complex on Rifle Range 

Road, North Knoxville. Be at the main gate by 0700.  No one 

will be able to get in after 0730. 

Bill Gerst Memorial Rifle Match:  M-1/M-1A rifles only, held 

on Saturday, April 14th, alternate date in case of rain 

is Saturday, June 9th. 

Jim Putman Memorial Rifle Match:  open match, any rifle 

with open sights, held on Saturday, September 8th, alternate 

date in case of rain is Saturday October 13th. 

Price of the matches will still be $20.00. 

MARCH MUD RUN MEETING 

An organizational & budget meeting for the 2018 Marine 

Mud Run will precede the March Detachment meeting 

commencing at 1630 March 27, 2018, in the large confer-

ence room across the hall from the Delta Company offic-

es. Contact Marine Nolan Sharbel, PDC, with any ques-

tions & input at (865)385-1221.   

The Mud Run is scheduled for 

Saturday, 15 September. New 

members are needed to join the 

Mud Run Committee to plan 

and execute this event! 

 

Jim Williams and David Hatfield at the National Mid-

Winter Conference in Fredericksburg, VA.  Seen 

here with National Commandant Windell Webb and 

MCL Foundation President Gregory Hunt. 

Good food and fellowship at the Detachment Dine- 

in. 
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    June Calendar 

Devil Dog Growl                                    4 

Officers Meeting                                  11 

TN Department Convention           22-23 

Detachment Meeting                           26 

 mclknoxville.org 

The Detachment Webmaster is Marine Tim Shea.  

mclknoxville.org is up and will be updated to post 

events or news. The Bonnyman Gazette will contin-

ue to be posted in color on the website.   

       May Calendar 

Rifle Match                                          12 

Officers Meeting                                  14 

Safety Break                     25, 26, 27, 28 

Memorial Day Ceremony                    28   

Detachment Meeting                           29 

                SCRATCHES FROM THE CLAWS OF THE BARKING DOG   

The 2018 Growl schedule is:  4 June, 24 September, and 3 December.  All 

Growls will take place at Calhoun’s Restaurant in Bearden Hill.  Calhoun’s is lo-

cated at 6515 Kingston Pike near the I-40 Papermill Road Exit in West Knoxville.  

We meet in the private dining room on the left.  Opening ceremonies will begin at 

1800.    

                                                                                     Barking Dog                                                               

         RED BLAZERS AVAILABLE 

Marine Corps League uniform 2 button red/

scarlet blazers are available at: 

            uniformalwearhouse.com  

Prices range from $69.95 to $79.95, de-

pending on size. This company offers good 

quality at reasonable prices.  Official MCL 

buttons can be purchased through the De-

tachment Quartermaster and installed by 

you or your tailor. 

      April Calendar 

Officers Meeting                             9 

Rifle Match                                         14 

Spring Department Conference         14 

Detachment Meeting                          24 

Pistol Match                                        28 

MEMBERS NEEDED FOR THE HONOR GUARD 

The Detachment Honor Guard/Firing Detail is looking for new 

members to provide honors and salutes at memorial events and 

funerals.  Members must be able to handle the M1 Rifle (9.5 

pounds) and will need the League undress uniform (white SS 

shirt and Dress Blue trousers).  Expert training will be provided 

and no experience (other than Boot Camp) is necessary.  Con-

tact Marine Lee Rhinemiller for details. 

USMC SUPPORT OF MARINE FUNERALS 

Family members of deceased Marines can request military hon-

ors for a funeral through the following Headquarters Marine 

Corps hotline: (866) 826-3628 

Do not call Marine Reserve Centers directly!  They cannot pro-

vide honors without direction from Headquarters Marine Corps. 

VETERANS IDENTIFICATION CARD 

The VIC is a portable and secure alternative to a DD-

214 that can be used to obtain discounts on promo-

tional goods and services offered to veterans. Indi-

vidual’s that do not have a Veterans Health Identifi-

cation Card (VHIC) or retirement card issued by the 

Department of Defense will be able to apply for a VIC 

online using www.vets.gov  

     SAFETY BREAK SCHEDULE 

There will be a total of three Safety Breaks 

this year beginning 27 and 28 May for the 

Memorial Day weekend.  The 4th of July 

Safety Break will be 7 and 8 July.  Finally, 

the Labor Day Safety Break will be 2 and 3 

September. Contact Howard Raines to fill 

an open slot for the Memorial Day Break. 
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YOUNG MARINE REPORT by Kathy Winters                                      

2018 PISTOL MATCH SCHEDULE: 

Jack McGivney Memorial Pistol Match, 28 April 

16 June 

14 July 

18 August 

22 September 

Jim Peacock Memorial Pistol Match, 20 October 

All matches will be held at the Camp Bonnyman 

Pistol Range 

  

    ETVMA MEDAL OF HONOR EVENING 

The East Tennessee Veterans Memorial Association 

presents the 8th Annual Medal of Honor Even-

ing, Honoring World War I Medal of Honor Recipi-

ent Sgt. Alvin C. York, United States Army. The 

event will be held Monday, May 7th, 2018 at The 

Historic Foundry Building at 747 World’s Fair Park 

Drive, Knoxville TN. Social hour begins at 5:30pm, 

followed by dinner & presentation at 6:30pm.  The 

first table reserved for the Alexander Bonnyman De-

tachment is nearly full, but an additional table can be 

reserved if needed.  Contact the Adjutant if you want 

to reserve a seat.  Purchase tickets at the ETVMA 

website etvma.org. 

The 2018 Lt Alexander Bonnyman Recruit Class graduated on March 3, 2018 and immediately became 

part of the Unit.  They all passed their written tests and their PFT’s on the first attempt, which is a rare 

thing to happen.  As a group, they are excited to be Young Marines.  And we are excited to have them.  

Marine Larry Montoya came and spent time with the Young Marines before the ceremony teaching about 

his heritage and bringing a meaningful gift to Larry Winters. Marine Howard Raines presented our honor 

graduate Jesse Ford with the Marine Corps League Medallion. 

The next Saturday, those selected as our Drill Competition team practiced for an entire morning.  We will 

be judged on close order drill, color guard, and uniform.   We leave Friday afternoon for Smyrna, Tennes-

see, for the Regimental Drill Competition on the weekend of March 16 through the 18th.   We have not 

had a Regimental Drill Competition the last two years so very few have had that experience.  Wish us 

well.  

In April we will assist ETMAC in the Mountain Men March in Gatlinburg.  That month we also have Swim 

Qualifications and the start of our Pistol Match season.  And don’t forget Honor Air Flight on April 11th at 

1930.  See you at the McGhee Tyson Airport. 

2018 Bonnyman Unit Recruit  

Class with Drill Instructors 

and Senior Young Marine 

leaders.  Congratulations 

on a job well done! 
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