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Lt. Alexander Bonnyman Detachment #924 
Marine Corps League 

Minutes of Meeting of 

Tim Eichhorn, Commandant 

Date and Time: 31st January 2019.  
This meeting for 29th January 2019 was rescheduled for this date. 
Location: Naval Operations Center, Marine Corps Reserve Center, Knoxville, TN.  
Presentation prior to the meeting: 
❖ Jim Williams provided dinner of pork bar-b-que, baked beans, chips and drinks. 
❖ Happy Birthday was sung to those with December and January birthdays. 
❖ Charlene Cotton thanked the Detachment for the contribution to our treasury. We will use 

it to the best of our ability to support the League and the Auxiliary, and Marines and their 
families. We enjoy a delightful relationship with the Detachment. Not all Auxiliary have that, 
and we thank you for your hospitality. Thank you. 

❖ A joint session with the MCLA was held. Sgt at Arms was called to post the colors. Pledge 
and Prayer were held. The Charter was draped. 

❖ Commandant Eichhorn and Chaplain Rich performed the MCL Memorial Service for Marine 
Gene Collins and Marine Bud Madden performed. 

❖ MCLA departed for their meeting. 
Call to order: Commandant Eichhorn called the meeting to order at 18h48.  Chaplain Rich led us 

in the opening prayer. Commandant Eichhorn asked Sgt-At-Arms to declare the meeting open 

for the transaction of official business. 

Commandant Eichhorn proceeded to recognize dignitaries in attendance. 

Past Detachment Commandants Dave Hatfield, George Sexton, Bill Henson, Karl Ekstrom,  
Nolan Sharbel, Jeff Tegzes, Virgil Young, Howard Raines (&MI), Jim Williams, Lee Rhinemiller 
and David Cates. 
New member for membership:  
❖ David Scruggs: Commandant: He is from Boston, not a Patriots fan. Lee has been talking 

with him. He is transfer from his Detachment in Boston Mass.  David Scruggs: Real exciting 
story, I’m sure. Hope you don’t go to sleep. I Joined the Marine Corps Reserves 26th January 
1954, in Greenwood Mississippi. That’s my home, I was born and raised. I left there and 
went on active duty for two years at Camp Lejeune. Through boot camp on Paris Island. I 
was considered a Korean War Veteran, simply because of the time. January of 54’ to 
January of 56’. Qualified me for the benefits of the GI Bill, which I used. Part of it at the 
University of Tennessee. I have two exciting events in that two year term. One of, most of 
you have gone on the cruises, from North Carolina down to Vegas. Played war games and 
stuff. I went on two of those. When I came out of boot camp, the week before I was to go 
home on leave. And then I had been assigned to Cherry Point to go to a school. The day 
before (going on leave) they called me in. They said, you’re going to have to wait. You can’t 
go yet. I said what’s the problem. And they said remember last week, you were relieving the 
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guard, and brought them back to the guard shack. I said Yes Sir. He said did you encounter 
an MP there. I said I did. And what did he want there? He wanted us to give him our 
billfolds. He said there was an MP going around and contacting the recruits, getting the 
Recruits to give him their billfolds, because somebody was stealing from them. Well I said, 
we can’t do that. Because we heard about that and we left our billfolds at the guard shack. 
We’ll it turns out the guy that had been doing it all around Paris Island. So they held me 
there for 30 days. And I helped one of the drill instructors with their new platoon and did all 
the dirty work. Like marching them to chow and all that stuff for 30 days. On the day of the 
trial, I was sitting outside, and they came out and said you’re not needed he pleaded guilty.  
So that was the first exciting. The next exciting event was on a cruise going down to Vegas. 
We were practicing shooting guns off the fan tail and playing with the radios. We not going 
to land here and went on down to Guatemala. We got down there, and we go a mile and 
then go a mile back about a mile off shore. We did that for two or three weeks.  One 
morning I got up and there were ships, as far as I could see there were ships. There were 
tankers and battleships there were destroyers everything you could imagine. They said 
we’re going to make a landing here. But before we do, we need to practice going over the 
rail onto nets. Into those small boats and landing craft. We had never done that. Most of us 
were fresh out of boot camp. I was a radio operator carrying an Anchor 9 (radio), they 
weigh about 37 pounds. So, the commanding officer said I want you to go over first. Well 
the waves were up pretty high. I got on the net. I had never done it before. I crawled out. 
There were two swabbies were holding the net tight, so it wouldn’t get out of the boat. So I 
got half way down and the net came out of the boat. The boat was going one way and the 
LST another. And they said were calling this off. They come on back up. I started crawling 
back up I had an M-1 on one arm and the Anchor 9 on my back and I couldn’t make it. And I 
said I can’t make it. And he said you got to make it. And I said there isn’t no way. So I 
dropped the Anchor 9 radio. So when I got back up, this smart ass says, son that’s going to 
cost you. You’re going to have to pay for that radio. I said, I would have paid for it with my 
life if I had not dropped it. I’m not going to pay for it. I had office hours when I got back and 
they said I did not have to pay for it. And that was the most excitement I had. I missed out 
on the Cherry Point (N.C.) school. So I just learned what somebody else would tell me how 
to do it. And it got boring, because they were cutting back. I was an athlete so I went out to 
see if I could make the team. My specialty was snapping the ball, and I could it pretty good. I 
went up there and they said if we need you we’ll call you. An officer was with me and he 
didn’t make the cut either. So we went back and formed a company football team. We 
played football and traveled around. Then when the basketball season came around, I 
played basketball. That was about the most exciting things I had except for the people I was 
around and the lesson that I learned. At Paris Island a lot of it, but I did get with some nice 
people to be around. I was 18 and I didn’t know much. I was country boy, a farm boy, grew 
up on a farm. Lived in what you call a shotgun house. I was the last of six kids. A shotgun 
house you look in the front and you can see out the back door.  I was delivered by a black 
lady. But the Marine Corps gave me opportunity that I would not have had. And I feel 
obligated. And I have always supported the Marine Corps. Not as active as I wished I could 
have been. Anyway, I appreciate ya’ll letting me have the opportunity to visit with you. And 
be a member here. And I will do what I can to do what’s right. 
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Commandant: Any Questions? Nash: Ever been an officer? DS: Of what kind? Nash: 
Detachment. DS: No. No other question. A hardy round of applause was given. (Waiting on 
transfer.) 

Adjutant called the Roll of Detachment Officers: 
Commandant: Tim Eichhorn       Present  
Sr. Vice Commandant: Travis Bryan Present  
Junior Vice Commandant: Sam Ruble  Present  
Judge Advocate: David Z. Cates  Present 
Junior Past Commandant: Jim Williams Present 
Adjutant: Eric P. Nash    Present  
Paymaster:  Lee Rhinemiller    Present  
Chaplain: Pearl Rich    Present  
Sergeant-At-Arms: John “Stony Saathoff Present 
Web Sergeant: Tim Shea   Present 

OLD BUSINESS: 
1. Adjutant’s Report: Eric Nash.  

a. Minutes of previous meeting, November. They posted on the web and accepted as 
posted. 

2. Paymaster: Lee Rhinemiller. 
a. Dues. We got a problem brewing not only here but across the state. Since we moved 

everyone to 1 September, there is going to be a crunch. Now if some of you guys 
don’t start paying up, I am not going to be able to handle it this Detachment and 
there are 15 other Detachments across the state with the same problem. We’re 
never get them through National If we wait too long. You all when you go to renew 
your license don’t wait till it expired to renew it. Let’s start getting them in here. 
Today I went to the bank and deposited $28.00 whole dollars. The girl looked at me 
and said “you going out of business”. Let’s jump on the dues and get them going. 
Just an example here; there are about 70 of you that pay dues and I fill out a 
transmittal and I put 6 names on each sheet. It’s going to take forever. 

b. Commandant: How many do we have in arrears’? Rhinemiller: We have 17 members 
who have not renewed. A year from the due date they are going to be dropped.  

c. Small change to accounting. Vouchers will be required. 
d. Delegates to the SEDiv Conference. 
e. The ad for the SEDiv Conference book is ready to be sent in. 
f. 6th May the East Tennessee Veterans Memorial Association fund raiser. 
g. Midyear budget adjustment was presented. 

i. Motion from the Budget Committee: To accept the midyear budget 
adjustment. Passed by voice vote. No dissenting votes. 

h. (The detailed breakdown of the report of the paymaster is on file with the official 
copy of the minutes and available upon request by members in good standing.) 

i. This budget will take us through June. We will be working on the 2020 budget in late 
April and May. 

3. Commandant Eichhorn: 
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a. Let’s give Lee a big round of applause. (given) We need to give a big thanks to those 
Marines who contributed there a lot of work that goes into those. I knew Laimon but 
I did not know him well.  

b. We talked about money a lot at the mid-year review. When we met in November we 
talked about what the funds of this Detachment are and what we do with them. So, 
after the Paymaster report I want you to understand. For the good of the League.  

c. Read thank you notes from: I am going to give you the jest of these. 
i. MCL Dept of Florida. Disaster Fund. 

ii. Wreaths Across America. 
iii. Women Marines Association. 
iv. Department of the Navy. Wounded Warrior Regiment. 
v. Smoky Mountain Service Dogs. 

vi. (All thank you notes are being placed in the 2018-2019 Americanism book.) 
d. I am ready to take reservations for the Medal Of Honor Dinner, and checks made out 

to the Marine Corps League. 
e. One other thing about the budget. The Wounded Warriors. The money we receive 

online, we don’t know what that is. It’s in the gross that we receive. But as of today, 
I do not have that split, from the run management company. That’s going to show 
what goes towards that $2000.00 contribution bottom line. There will be some more 
to be put towards that. Ron  

4. Sr. Vice Commandant Travis Bryan: No report. 
5. Jr. Vice Commandant Sam Ruble: Roster. If you have not signed let us know. Put in your 

volunteer hours. 
6. Chaplain Pearl Rich. 

a. We have had two deaths this past month. 
b. We did well for the Toys for Tots. Hopefully next year we will do even better. 
c. Thanks for allowing me to be your Chaplain. 
d. Gene Collins passed away on the 17th (December 2018). The arrangement for Gene 

Collins? Jim Williams: It has already been done. The family requested no military 
funeral. He died on the 17th and was put to rest a couple of days later. He requested 
no military service. 

e. Bud Madden will be buried in Indiana. 
7. Judge Advocate David Cates. No report. 
8. Strategic Planning: PDC David Hatfield. 

a. We have the 2019 Detachment Scholarship. After tonight’s meeting we will have 
that posted on the Detachment’s web site. Should have a flag there. If not go to 
documents. And it will say 2019 scholarship. We offer this scholarship to you, your 
children, your spouse and your grandchildren. $500.00. They have to have a 3.0 
grade point average required. Enrolled in College as of this spring with 12 hours of 
course. Jeff (Tegzes) we will put a blurb in the February Gazette. 

b. This Scholarship is available also to the Marine Reserve here in Knoxville and to the 
I&I staff. Of course, the active duties do not have enough time after a full day to do 
12 hours. 
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c. The Expense Voucher for funds. We are also going to have that on the web site 
under documents. So if the Detachment owes you money. You need to produce a 
receipt, and fill out the form.  Form can be downloaded to your computer and filled 
out. It is editable. We call it an editable PDF. 

d. Got my bags packed. Tomorrow I will be going to the land of the big BX. At Camp 
Pendleton.  

e. We had a good visit in Crossville, (Tn.) last Saturday. They’re starting a new unit up 
there. We’re hoping that Brian Hudgens says with us and them. Hudgens: I will. We 
don’t want to lose you. But we are certainly happy for Crossville. They had about 30. 
Nash: 38. Men and women there last Saturday. Really going to be a good team to be 
a member of.  

f. I’ve already heard the complaints I talk too much.  
9. Web Sergeant: Tim Shea.  

a. Web site is up to date. And as David said the application is on the web site now. 
10. Gazette: Jeff Tegzes. Nothing to report now.  
11. Commandant: Thank you again to both of you guys on a daily, weekly and monthly basis, to 

keep us informed. Shoot, move and communicate. Thank you very much.   
12. Anything else for the good of the League.  We are about to step off on the officers election. 

Any question on anything we have covered already? Ok. 

NEW BUSINESS:  

Election of officers: Commandant Tim Eichhorn. 
You have the slate of officer as printed in the Gazette.  
Each officer nominated was asked if he was willing to serve and three calls for each position 
were called. Each elected officer position was voted for individually. Contested position 
nominees were taken out of the meeting by the Sgt at Arms, during voting. Each vote was by a 
show of hands. 
Slate of officers from the committee and the nominations from the floor:  
Commandant: Jim Williams. 
Sr. Vice Commandant: Pearl Rich. Nomination made from the floor by Lee Rhinemiller 
Nominated Travis Bryan. Travis Bryan elected. 
Junior Vice Commandant: Tommy Webb. Nomination was made from the floor by David 
Hatfield. Nominates, David Terwell. Marine Terrell was unable to attend but had said he would 
accept by phone. David Terwell was elected. 
Judge Advocate: David Cates. Refused the nomination.  

➢ Jim Williams: The slate of officers stated that David Cates was to be in the position as JA. 
It was actually suppose to be Dave Hatfield.  

➢ David Cates: Protocol. I make a motion to nominate David Hatfield as JA. 2nd Eric Nash. 
Hatfield accepted the nomination. David Cates: I concede. 

Paymaster:  Lee Rhinemiller 
Junior Past Commandant: Tim Eichhorn 
Appointed Officers:  
Adjutant: Eric P. Nash           
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Chaplain: Gordon Adams 
Sergeant-At-Arms: John “Stony Saathoff  
Web Sergeant: Tim Shea   

2019 Officers were sworn in by PDC David Hatfield, per Marine Corps League manual of 
ceremony. Sgt at arms presented Detachment Colors to Past Detachment Eichhorn. PDC 
Eichhorn passed the colors to Commandant Williams. Commandant Williams was escorted to 
the lectern. Was given his instructions by PDC Dave Hatfield and given the gavel. 

Commandant Jim Williams took over the meeting.  
1. Well let’s hope the third time’s the charm. 
2. Does anyone have any questions for me? 

a. Tim Shea: Regarding the parking Sir. Everyone thought we we’re supposed to be 
parking as it stated on the web site. Anyone who was not here tonight would 
expect the instruction posted on the web to be how it is. Do you want me to 
modify those, to state parking in the far lot?  

b. Commandant: At this time yes. Tim did you hear anything from the CO?  
c. Eichhorn: Capt. Torres told us that the situation is beyond his control. That we 

will not be able to park next to the building. So it would be my advisement to the 
new slate of officer is to look for opportunities to meet elsewhere. Because we 
will not be parking next to the building.  

d. Williams: So they’ve gone up on their security.  
e. Eichhorn: Technically, That box where we posted the sign where to park says to 

pass ID to open. There is not a way to open it from inside. There is no button on 
that lower gate to ask for it to be open for you. It’s a matter of swiping an active 
duty ID card. We don’t hold those. So were not going to be able to get into that 
gate. That’s what it boils down to.   

f. Hatfield: Sir could we take a consensus of those who would be willing to meet at 
the Red Cross Building?  They do have a big meeting room. Those who been 
there It’s on Middlebrook pike. Williams: The way I get there is to take Cedar 
Bluff to Middlebrook Pike. Go down past the (Bearden Jr.) High school. It’s there 
on the right. Will check with Jess and see if we can get it the last Tuesday of 
every month.  

End of Meeting: Sgt-At-Arms Saathoff retired the colors. Chaplain Gordon Adams led us in the 
closing prayer. Commandant Jim Williams adjourned the meeting at 20h04. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

Eric P. Nash 
Detachment Adjutant 


